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he Board of Soccer 
Australia met over 
e the last week to 


resolye a number of issues 
critical to the future of soc- 
cer in Australia, 

Key resolutions of the 
Board were: 

- A financial plan was 


By Bert van Bedat 


lhe release of adamn- 
ing report into 
Soccer Australia’s 


organisation has been 
shelved for another week as 
GA’s legal advisers go 
through it with a fine tooth- 
comb. It was said to be due 
for release this week. 
Prepared by legal and con- 
sultaney firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, the 
report is believed to contain 
serious allegations of busi- 
ness malpractice and malad- 
ministration. 
A source close to the 
organisation told ABSW, “The 
release of the 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
report has been delayed for at 


agreed that will secure the 
short-term future of soccer in 
Australia. This plan will be 
taken to all stakeholders at a 
meeting of Federation and 
State Presidents 
next(this)weekend. 

- The Board focused on 
the development of the game 


least another week, while 
Soccer Australia considers 
legal repercussions from the 
document. 

“It is believed to contain 
serious allegations of finan- 
cial malpractice and adminis- 
trative incompetence against 
some administrators,” the 
source said. 

In a statement last week- 
end, Soccer Australia con- 
firmed the delay, saying, “The 
board (of SA) has reviewed 
the report by Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers into the management 
and finances of Soccer 
Australia, The board has 
referred the report for legal 
advice.” 

A strong opponent of the 
current administration and an 
advocate of sweeping 


r 


in the long term’and resolved 


to develop a 4-year strategic. 


plan over the next three 
months. This plan will focus 
on the development of the 
elite squads (both male and 
female) and will underpin 
the financial strength of the 


sport, 


changes in soccer, former 
Victorian premier —_ Jeff 
Kennett suggested last week 
the report would be 
before it would be released. 
know that the 
aterhousecoopers 
1 not be made public 
in its totality, because Soccer 
Australia will use the excuse 
that for legal reasons the; 
cannot publish this report,” 
Kennett said. 

SA chairman Ian Knop has 
steadfastly maintained the 
organisation has nothing to 
hide but said it needed to seek 
legal advice, because “There 
are a number of issues that 
need to be sorted out.and we 
don’t want to get caught in a 
legal fight,” he said. 


Aussie international, Harry Kewell of Leeds scores during the match between Blackburn Rovers and 
Leeds United in the English Premiership at Ewood Park, Blackburn on Sunday night. 


Youth Teams Coach). Mr. 


Jan Knop: Soccer 

Australia Chairman. 

- Frank Farina has been 
offered the role of Senior 
National coach. A signil 
cant part of his responsibil- 
ity will be to develop a plan 
to ensure Australia quali- 
fies for the next World 
Cup. Mr, Farina is now 
considering this offer. 

- The Board resolved not 
to renew the contracts of 
Graham Arnold (Assistant 
Coach) and Ross Musso 
(Team Manager) 

- The Board offered a 
new contract to Ange 
Postecoglou —_ (National 


Postecoglou is considering 
this offer. 

- The Board reviewed 
the report by 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers 
into the management and 
finances of Soccer 
Australia. The Board has 
referred the report for legal 
advice. 

- The Chairman of 
Soccer Australia, Mr. Ian 
Knop, will meet with the 
Minister of Sport, Senator 
Rod Kemp, to apprise him 


of the progress made in the 
development and  imple- 
mentation of the key strate- 
gies of Soccer Australia. 

- The Chairman and the 
Board will continue to 
work with the Australian 
Sports Commission on the 
development of our game. 

Mr. Knop, Chairman of 
Soccer Australia also said; 
“After the disappointment of 
Unuguay, the positive attitude 
and outcomes from this Board 
meeting was heartening, 
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OCCER VERDICT 


The “lottery” approach 
that linked our World Cup 
qualifying success with the 
future success of the game in 
this county is now history. 

Although we will always 
focus. our efforts on success 
at the highest levels, 1 am 
now confident that the future 
of soccer in this country will 
not live or die on our ability 
to make the World Cup 
finals. 


Id Cup Star 


Tenfield 


ALVARO RECOBA: Uruguay's brilliant 25-year-old playmaker seen here on 
the front cover of the Uruguayan World Cup programme in Montevideo, 
clutching a stuffed souvenir Kangaroo that he had purchased the week 

before in Melbourne. The deadly marksman has played 39 full internationals 


and is on the 


books of Inter Milan. 
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Emerton for sale at last 


utch club, Feyenoord’s chair- 
D= Jorien yan den Herik 

admitted last week he was pre- 
pared to talk to any team interested in 
Brett Emerton, but stated that the 
Aussie international will only be leaving 
at the end of the season. 

“A number of English clubs have been 
in touch with us about Emerton through 
agents,” said van den Herik. 

“But we have not entered into negotia- 
tions with any club, including Leeds 
United. 

Emerton recently revealed that he want- 
ed to move to England, especially after 
Feyenoord were eliminated from the 
Champions League, but the club are deter- 
mined to keep him. 

“Tt is possible that we will talk if a club 
asks to talk, that is only usual, but we have 
no intention whatsoever of letting him go 
this season, 

“It will have to be a very tempting offer 
if we are even to consider it for the 2002- 
2003 season,” he said on Feyenoord’s 
website, 

Emerton has been perenially-linked 
with a move to The Premiership, with 
Leeds and Newcastle two of the more 
prominent suitors, but van den Herik is 
determined to keep Emerton in Rotterdam. 

Van den Herik admitted that clubs in 
England have contacted Feyenoord, but 
said it would take a ‘Very tempting’ offer 
to prise him away from Feyenoord next 
season. The announcement will come as a 
boost to the several clubs monitoring his 
situation, 

Despite taking his spending to over 
$A270 million with the recent acquisition 
of Robbie Fowler, Leeds manager, David 
O'Leary may persuade chairman Peter 
Ridsdale to part with the money for 
Emerton. 


Brett Emerton (right) is now on the verge of moving to a bigger club, 


Hopeful Reid impresses Bolton 


_ By Emma Nwaneri 


ollongong Wolves’ midfield 
dynamo Paul Reid was last 
week hoping to fulfil his life- 


long ambition of securing a move to the 
English Premiership, with Bolton 
Wanderers’ boss Sam Allardyce consid- 
ering a move for the Wolves star, 

Reid looks set to become thesatest big 


name to join the exodus from the reigning” 


NSL champions, when he impressed 
Bolton’ manager, Allardyce in trial games 


eries of ammendments 
were made to the 2001- 
2002 National Soccer 
League fixtures last week, fol- 
lowing requests by Melbourne 
Knights and Brisbane Strikers. 
Accordingly, changes were 
made to the home matches of both 
clubs as listed below: 


Round 13 


Melbourne Knights v Parramatta Power 
now Sunday, 6 January 2002 
at 6.00pm 


Round 14 
Melbourne Knights v Newcastle United 
now on Sunday, 13 January 2002 
at 6.00pm 


Round 16 
Melbourne Knights v Olympic Sharks 
now on Sunday, 27 January 2002 
at 6.00pm 


Round 17 


Brisbane Strikers v Melbourne Knights 
now on Friday, 
1 February 2002 
- at 7.00pm 


Round 18 
Melbourne Knights v South Melbourne 
now on Friday, 8 February 2002 at 
Colonial Stadium - 8.00pm kick off 


Round 20 
Melb Knights v Perth Glory 
now on Saturday, 
23 February 2002 at York 
Park, Launceston, Tasmania - 
7.30pm kick off 


Round 21 
Brisbane Strikers v Adelaide 
City Force now on Friday, 1 

March 2002 at 7.00pm 


Round 22 
Melbourne Knights v Sydney 
United now on Sunday, 
10 March 2002 at 6.00pm 


Round 24 
Melbourne Knights v 
Wollongong Wolves now on 
Sunday, 24 March 2002 
at 6.00pm 


Round 25 
Melbourne Knights v 
Northern 
Sunday, 31 March 2002 

at 6.00pm 
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Also, the Round 16 match betw 
Football Kingz and Marconi Stalli 
will now be played at North Harbour 
Stadium and not Ericsson Stadium in 
Auckland. = 


The 22-year-old is hopeful he can fol- 
low fellow-Aussie Harry Kewell, into the 
premiership after initial unsuccessful trials 
with another premiership side, Sunderland, 

Allardyce, a close friend of the 
Sunderland boss, Peter Reid revealed last 
week he was prepared to offer Reid a move 
to Wanderers, starting with the offer of a 


two-week trial period at the club's 
Siam —— 


Wanderers have embarked on a great 
start to the season, which as seen them 
pull-of stunning wins including a sensa- 
tional 2-1 win over champions Manchester 
Unitelf at Old Trafford. Although they lost 
3-2 to Tottenham last week, Allardyce has 
continued to look at ways of strengthening 
his squad by buying promising players, 

Reid has been a mainstay of Wolves 
since making his debut in 1998, and was 
voted Player-of-the-Year by the club last 
season, helping them to back-to-back NSL. 
titles. 

His impressive form throughout last 
season, earned him a debut call-up to the 
Socceroos squad for the friendly interna- 
tional against Japan in August, which 
unfortunately the Aussies lost 2-0. 


Get ABSW delivered to your doorstep every week. For 
convenience, mail your cheques payable to: 


ABSW, in Australia $ 195 (including GST), 


Overseas subscriptions $255 (including GST), 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville. NSW. 1475. 


‘Olympic Is The Second Best 


The League, Says Sterrey 


Olympic for me is the second 
best team in the League behind 
the Glory. 

“However everytime I've 
seen them play they have domi- 
nated their opponent but have 
failed to really kill them off. 

“Olympic is one team that 
can beat the Glory. I'm sure 
about that, 

“They haye some real good 


By John Economos 


ARCONI who clash 

with the Olympic 

Sharks this Saturday 
night at the Marconi Stadium, 
aye nothing but praise for the 
visitors. 
Marconi’s street-wise Head 
coach Lee Sterrey, stated to 
ABSW last night; “Look, 


FRASER PARK JETS 


SOCCER CLUB 


Is holding its trials for the 


2002 Super 
League Season 


First Grade, U21 and U19 
on Monday 3rd and 10th, 
Wednesday 5th and 12th December 
6.30pm 
Monday trial sessions at Mahony Park 
(opposite Steel Park) 
Wednesday sessions at Fraser Park 


Marrickville. 


For further information 
contact: 
Danelle Dominguez M: 0412 130 310 
Roger Jesus M: 0417 069 807 


John Sentas, Ian Gillan, Ross Anton 


young players and in Troy 
Halpin and Nick Carle these two 
can rip you apart. It’s a pleasure 
watching them operate,” Sterrey 
praised. 

Despite the Club’s playing 
staff this season being severely 
slashed back due tO drastic 
financial restrictions, under 
Sterrey’s astute guidance 
Marconi is sitting in sixth spot 
on the League ladder. 

“[ hope a big crowd turns up 
on Saturday night as this is 
going to be a big Sydney derby,” 
emphasised Sterrey. 

Never afraid to toss young 
players into the deep end, 
Sterrey has quiet wraps on one 
of his youngsters 

“Remember his name, Alex 
Brosque. He's an 18 year old 
striker with a deadly left foot. 

“He's the best 18 year old 
[ve seen around since I’ve been 
around,” stressed Sterrey. 

‘The Marconi master has been 
slowly blooding Brosque by giv- 
ing him short spells in the first 
team. 

Marconi last Friday night 
racked up a very valuable away 
win, downing Zoran Matic’s 
Adelaide City 1-2 at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium whilst the 
Olympic Sharks played a dour 
scoreless home draw against the 
struggling South Melbourne. 

With Marconi’s star strapping 
striker Royce Brownlie out of 
action for another five or six 
weeks, Sterrey has been forced 
to push into his attack-line 
mobile midfielder John 
Maisano. 

This move in the last two 
Rounds has yielded Sterrey and 


Adelaide City and two minutes 
Jater opened the scoring himself. 

In the second session 
Maisano’s quick thinking set up 
Marconi’s second and ultimate 
winning goal. 

Sterrey is resigned to not hav- 
ing Brownlie for at least another 
five weeks. 

“Royce (Brownlie), ripped all 
his front and back ligaments on 
his right ankle. 

“We will also have Jamie 
Afkos out for at least two 
months as he’s going under the 
knife for surgery to his injured 
groin,” ended Sterrey. 

Meanwhile Olympic’s coach 
Gary Phillips lamented last 
night: “It's going to be a tough 
Sydney derby game on Saturday 
as history goes back with these 
two big Clubs to the days in 
1982 when these two teams set a 
crowd record,” Phillips recalled 
as a former Sydney Olympic 
player. 

“Both teams this week are sit- 
ting in crucial positions and will 


Leichhardt Tigers SC 


NSW Premier Youth League 


An experienced and talented 


JOHN MAISANO: Has hit 
top form this season for 
Marconi. 

Marconi four very precious 
League points out of a possible 

six. 

Last Friday night the livewire 
Maisano really starred for 
Marconi. 

In the first half he stopped a 
certain goal being scored by 


to play for our Under 17’s 
Youth League team. 


For further information: 
Please phone: 0402 306 666 


want to advance further,” said 
Phillips. 

“We have lost our young 
defender Andrew Durante who 
Jast Saturday night against South 
Melbourne fractured a bone on 
the back of his heel, I've lost 
Andrew now for at least six to 
eight weeks. 

“Since Ante Juric came back 
from overseas to take oyer the 


sweeper'stole, | used Durante as 
a ‘screener’ and last week-end 
had Jade North and Paul Kohler 
as our two markers,” ended 
Phillips. 

Mobile striker Joe Spiteri 
who returned to Australia from 
Europe and signed with Olympic 
a four game contract, was late 
last week rel€ased by Olympic. 


|U{TIS| 


UNIVERSITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY, SYDNEY 


State League Division 3 Season 


2002 Trials 


This very ambitious club wishes to invite all 
interested playes to trial for positions in the 


1st &@ znd Grade Squad for 
Season 2002 


Selection Trials will be held at 
Edwards Park (Concord) on: 
° Sunday 16 & 23 December 2001" 


at 9am 
° Sunday 6 & 13 January 2002 
at 9am. / 


Please arrive ready to play at the designated times 


For Further Information Please Contact: 
Danny Silvestri (M): 0438 383 159 


‘MARCONI STALLIONS vs OLYMPIC SHARKS 


Match Day 
Sponsor 
Fairfield 
Champion 


THIS SATURDAY 
December 15, 2001 


Marconi’s Manager 
Lee Sterrey. 


at the 


OLYMPIC 


Olympic’s Manager 
Gary Phillips. 


Clint Bolton 
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ARRY KEWELL 
early yesterday, 
_ (Monday), morning nailed 
both goals in Leeds 1-2 
away win over Blackburn 
Rovers. 
What a shame he didn’t 
crack these two over in 
Montevideo. 


HARRY KEWELL: 
Scored both of Leeds 
United's goals. 


e 
HE joard of 
Commissioners of SOC- 
CER AUSTRALIA met last 
Friday and Saturday to thrash 
‘out some serious issties criti- 
cal to its future. 

The main resolutions that 
materialised from this 
marathon-meeting included; 

a) The re-appointment as 
National manager, Frank 
Farina, if he wants to retain 
the position for a four year 
term. 

Farina, should he accept 
this appointment, is required 
to formulate a blue-print that 
will guarantee Australia 
qualifies for the 2006 World 
Cup Finals in Germany. 

(Well this is something no 
coach in the World can do— 
-not the plan but the guaran- 
tee), 

b) A Financial Plan to 
secure the short-term future 
of Soccer Australia, 

‘This Plan is to be present- 
ed this week-end to all 
Stakeholders of Soccer 
Australia. 

c) A Four Year Strategic 
Plan to be completed within 
the next three months for the 
Jong term development of the 
Elite Squads, (Male and 
Female) 

d) The Board will not 
renew contracts of Assistant 


national coach Graham 
Arnold and Team Manager 
Ross Musso. 

e) Angie Postocoglou has 
had his contract extended as 
‘Youth Team Manager, 

Mr Ian Knop, Soccer 
Australia’s Chairman, stated 
in a communique: “After the 
disappointment of Uruguay, 
the positive attitude and out- 
comes from this Board meet- 
ing was heartening. The ‘lot- 
tery’ approach that linked 
our World Cup qualifying 
success with the future suc- 
cess of the game in this coun- 
try, is now history, Although 
we will always focus our 
efforts on success at the 
highest levels, 1 am now con- 
fident that the future of 
Soccer in this. country will 
not live or die on our ability 
to make the World Cup 
finals. 

“The Board is enthusias- 
tic, positive and demonstrat- 
ed an innovative attitude to 
the issues we face. We are all 
excited by the prospects and 
opportunities that are ahead,” 
Knop ended, 

e000 

EWCASTLE UNITED 

last Friday night had 
set high expectations for its 
home match on the newly 
re-surfaced Marathon 
Stadium against _ the 
League leaders Perth 
Glory. 

United’s management 
had more than Noped to 
crack the previous home- 
crowd record of 15,123 set 
last year in Round 2 

And they may have, had 
it not been for the unex- 
pected change in weather. 

About an hour before 
Kick-off, the heayens 
opened up with a fierce 
thunder storm that in real- 
ity ‘killed the gate’, 

United still managed to 
draw a relatively 
respectable 12,003 to the 
match which ended in a 
fiercely contested 1-1 draw, 

The draw leaves both 
teams as the only two sides 
in the League that are still 
undefeated after ten 
Rounds. 

The Glory leads the lad- 
der with Newcastle on its 


hammer. 

The thunderstorm that 
cracked across — the 
Newcastle skies an hour 
prior to kick off, left the 
newly laid playing surface 
ina treacherous condition. 

As well as the match, to 
keep the crowd fully enter- 
tained, there were 
Cheergirls, sky-divers plus 
a spectacular fireworks dis- 
play. 


By Gohn Economos 


dynamo prevented Adelaide 
City from scoring in the first 
half and two minutes later 
Maisano himself opened the 


ANDY ROBERTS: Newcastle's reliable ‘Policeman’. 


eo0e 
Rass BROWNLIE, 
farconi’s —_ strapping 
striker, is expected to be out 
of action for another five to 
six weeks, 

The former Queenslander 
sustained severe fractured 
bones to his right ankle in 
Marconi’s last home match 
against Newcastle United. 

In Brownlie’s absence, 
coach Lee Sterrey has been 
forced to use mobile mid- 
fielder John Maisano in his 
attack with Norman Tome. 


In the second half 
Maisano engineered 
Marconi’s second and ulti- 
mate winning goal to grab all 
three valuable League points 
for the hungry Marconi. 

Getting back to 
Brownlie’s injury, Sterrey 
was forced to confess: “It’s a 
teal blow fo us. 

“IT was really expecting a 
big season from Royce this 
year now that he’s settled 
into our Club. 

“We just have to keep bat- 


JOHN MAISANO: Marconi’s makeshift striker. 


Maisano is having a bright 
Start to this season and was 
easily Man Of The Match 


tling on until he’s ready to re- 
join us,” ended the Marconi 
coach. 


last Friday night against e00e 
Adelaide City who Marconi DELAIDE CITY 
defeated 1-2 at the ever seems to neglect 
Hindmarsh Stadium. its off-the-pitch responsi- 
JAN KNOP: Chairman of Soccer Australia. Last Friday night this little 
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bilities. 

Yesterday _ afternoon, 
(Monday), three of the 
“Black and White’ players 
paid a visit to the Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital. 

Matthew Kemp, Ante 
Kovaceyic and David 
Terminello all turned up, 
loaded with Give-Aways, to 
makea friendly P.R. visit to 
the resident children at the 
Hospital. 

Adelaide City’s visit to 
the Hospital was part of the 
Club’s Community 


Awareness programme. 

‘The three NSL players 
proved a big attraction 
with the kids as they spent 
time with the children talk- 
ing to them and signing 
autographs. 


MATTHEW KEMP: 
Visited Adelaide’s 
Women's and 
Children’s Hospital 
yesterday. 


e000 
TEVE PANOPOULOS, 
South Melbourne’s tena- 
cious midfielder, not only 
has fallen in love with the 
Soccer-mad nation Brasil, 
but made sure he brought 
back to Australia a ‘Live 
souvenir’ to constantly 
remind him of that wonderful 
country that many, (other 
than Brasilians), regard as 

heaven on Earth. 

Steve first fell in love with 
Brasil when he was over 
there two years ago with 
South that took part in FIFA’s 
World Club Championship. 

During his time there, 
Steve also fell in love with 
‘one of its vivacious inhabi- 
fants, Andrea. 

Since then Steve not only 


STEVE PANOPOULOS: South Melbourne's 


industrious midfielder. 


iN 


a 


ALVARO RECOBA: Uruguay's brilliant playmaker 
seen here on the front page of the Uruguayan 
World Cup programme in Montevideo, clutching a 
stuffed souvenir Kangaroo. 


kept in close touch with 
Andrea, but made it a point 
to even learn Portuguese. 

So captivated was he by 
the Brasilian way of life, 
Panopoulos went back and 
stayed there for three months 
last year. 

Today he has Andrea with 


him in Melbourne and the 


= 


ROYCE BROWNLIE (left): Marconi’s strapping 


siriker out of action for six weeks. 


couple seem more intent on 
getting married. 
or 


0000 

HE URUGUAYAN 

World Cup team that 
crushed Australia in 
Montevideo to earn the last 
spot in next year’s World 
Cup Finals, received $5 mil- 
lion for their effort. 

However what was most 
significantly-commendable 
was the fact that the ecstatic 
national players of this small 
South American nation, 
unanimously yoted to 
donate $1 million of this 
purse to the old players that 
won the World Cup in 1950 
for Uruguay. 

Is that the most profes- 
sional and certainly nostal- 
gic form of respect, or what? 

Can one ever imagine our 
current national squad, had 
it defeated Uruguay two 
weeks ago, would have done 
something “similar towards 
our still one and only his- 
toric World Cup Finals 
team of 1974? 

Such a gesture wouldn’t 
have eyen crossed their 
minds for a single moment. 


ABSW (S} 


TILL on Brasil. When a 

group of Australian TLV, 
journalists recently returned 
to Sydney after having cov- 
ered the second leg of our 
World Cup qualifier in 
Montevideo and then went 
on to spend six days R. and 
R. in Rio, Brasil, ‘Good Oil” 
questioned one of the 
Journos: 

“What is the dominant 
religion in Brasil?” 

The said journo quipped 
back: 

“Soccer.” 


ecco 

AVID BECKHAM, the 
England flamboyant 
captain and right midfield- 
er of Manchester United, 
late last week grabbed 
another prestigious trophy. 
. ‘Becks’ was voted by the 
British sportswriters as 
England’s ‘Sportsman Of 

‘The Year’, 
The ‘born-again’ mighty 


Liverpool, took out ‘The 
Team Of the Year’ haying 
gathered in no less than 
five major titles in the last 
six months. 

Gerard Houllier’s lads 
took out the League Cup 
Final, RA.Cup Final, 
UEFA Cup __ Final, 
European Super Cup plus 
the Charity id. 


AVID MITCHELL, the 
Parramatta Power's 
Head coach, last week signed 
up striker Michael Craig. 
The former Celtic 
goalscorer who is 24 years 
old and has also had a play- 
ing stint with Aberdeen, is 
still awaiting his sporting 
visa to come through. 
Since arriving in Australia 
Craig had been playing with 
Griffiths. 


GERARD HOULLIER: Liverpool’s highly successfil 
French Manager. 


Mitchell who has signed 
Craig till the end of the sea- 
son, is of the belief that the 
Scottish lad could solve the 
Power’s goalscoring prob- 
lems. 


By John Economos 


HRISTIAN VIERI, the 
former Marconi Junior 
who today proudly wears 
the jersey of the Rich and 
Famous of Inter Milan, 
made a dramtic comeback 
from injury late last week. 
The block-busting 
Ttalian World Cup goal-ace, 
slammed a brilliant hat- 
trick against England outfit 
Ipswich Town in the second 
leg of their UEFA Cup tie in 
Milan. 


A 
CHRISTIAN VIERI: 
Back in action with a 
vengence. 
Two weeks garlier, the 
Italian giants were severely 
rocked when the small 


DAVID MITCHELL; Signs 
up Scottish striker. 
than cemented Inter’s 4-1 

win. 
ecco 
ARCONI captain 
Dominic Longo last 
Friday night racked up his 
150th NSL match at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium in style 
where the Sydney team 


defeated Adelaide City 1-2. 
On the same evening 
midget midfielder Christian 
Care knocked up his 100th 
game in the NSL. 
@ 


‘OE SPITERI, who last 

month returned from 
Europe to rejoin the ranks 
of the NSL for a short peri- 
od, had signed up a four 
game contract with the 
Olympic Sharks, till he was 
ready to go back overseas. 

Spiteri still wants to 
return to Europe but it’s 
believed his wife would 
prefer to stay in Australia. 

Last week Olympic di 
n’t want to extend Spiteri 
contract and now the strik- 
er is willing to sign with 
another NSL club till the 
end of our season. 


JOE SPITERI: Released 
Jast week by the 
Olympic Sharks. 


BANKSTOWN CITY 
WILDCATS § 


SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 
* * SELECTION TRIALS * * 


YOUTH LEAGUE 2002 


PLAYERS WANTED 


Under 12’s - Girls 
Under 14’s - Girls 


Supporters are now able to 

buy this Season’s NSL Guide 

Book through their local NSL Club. 
Copies of this most comprehensive 
publication are now on sale 

at an NSL Club near you. 

Cost for the 2001/2002 

Guide Book is $14:95c (incl:GST), 


English Club defeated Inter 
1-0 at Portman Road. 
Vieri’s hat-trick more 


Under 16’s - Girls 
NSW YOUTH LEAGUE - 
GIRLS COMPETITION 
2002 SEASON 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


PLEASE CONTAC 
FIONA SMITH: 0411-033-310 


CHRISTIAN CARE: The 
NSL’s latest ‘Centurion’. 


‘concemed at this stage. ‘We deserve and we have 
ee che mis ing Suny oa Ge tie 


For further enquiries contact Mr Gary Moretti isis the latest and hottest debate on the lips 
of Australian soccer at the moment. 


at Soccer Australia on 02 - 9267 0799. 


rT 32 ean ia he 200) Wend Cop ar 
the best in the world, eet oe ae 


YACCONA LIONS 


SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


_ “Alliance League Ist Grade Premiers - 2001” 


_* SELECTION TRIALS * 


_ PREMIER LEAGUE 2002 


BANKSTOWN DISTICT AMATEUR 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 
(BDASA) 


AYERS WANTED 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTAC 


PETER MAZIS: 


412-528-495 


CHRIS CAKOVSKI: 0425-317-174 


‘Anyone who watched SBS's “On the bail” pro- 
‘gram last Sunday, December, 9th will have seen an 
‘exciting and most-passionate debate between: 
‘Oveanig Football Confederation (OFC) President 
Basil Scarsoella and the SBS panel, headed largely 
‘by Australian soccer legend Johnny Warren. 

Basil Scarscella is ¢ strong believer that the OFC 
‘should receive direct qualification: t6 the 2006: 
‘World Clip, while on'the other side of the coin, foot- 
ball commentators believe that a qualifying path 
through’ another confederation (possibly the Asian 
Football Confederation) is in the best interest of our. 


me; 
te ‘get one thing clear, this is a very difficult, 
delicate and important topic, ‘and both parties cer- 
tainly taived some very itteresting points: 

‘World Cup qualification wil! do wonders for soc- 
‘cer in this country. 

“That i why it is so important that the Socceroos 
inake it to Germany in five years time: 

_ Basil: Scarsceila: bas confirmed that a deal was. 
‘okered between FIFA President Sepp Biatter and: 
‘the then OFC President Charlie Dempsey when 
drafting the qualification paths for World Cup 2002, 

The deal was that if the OFC copped it sweet in 
meeting a South American opponent this time 


the next World Cup in 2006. 
Blatter has appeared to: be sympathetic of the 
‘Oceania region in the past and recently stated that 


sin extra 1WO = 
the World Cup draw in Pusan. 


‘around, they would receive direct qualification for 


they had a good case for direct qualification when 


each confederation, 


the ‘weak’ CONCACAF region has three spots, 
‘Any World Cup should encompass ali four comers 
of the globe, as is the case in almost every other’ 
‘world sport. Australia, if it defeated Oceania oppo- 
ents, would be assured of the-influx of financial 
reward and hype thai Surrounds World Cup partici- 
tion. 

- Australia would mot be the weakest team inthe 
‘World Cup and on recent form, defeating France 
‘anid Brazil at the Confederations Cup, has-a strong: 
case to be there based on the team's performance 
‘Over the past year: 

Oceania: desperately needs the opportunity. to 
develop and some see the World Cup as the only 
rellistic way for this to happen as financial gain 
would flow into the region. 


: CONS... 

_Amassing cricket scores 10 qualify for a World 
‘Cups not ideal preparation and doesn’t improve the 
standard of our national team. The biggest problem 
“Australia faces on the global slage is their lack of 
payne ‘meaningfel games against quality opposi- 


le pet & Ausra not qualifying in the 
‘AFC for example the lost opportunity to market the 


Sh fis Oe ex ore odes Eee 
Se 


SOCCER CLUB 


Require 1st Grade Players to 
play in the Super Leaque Winter 
Competition 


Interested Players with First 
Grade experience should contact 


Paul Carter on 0419 483 994 
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Northern Spirit 1 


Sydney United 


By Arvind Hickman 


ydney United have contin- 

ued a recent run of good 

form with a last minute 2-1 
victory over Northern Spirit at 
North Sydney Oval last Friday 
night. 

Commins Menapi scored the 
decider in the final minute of reg- 
ulation time, a second bite of the 
cherry when Spirit ‘keeper Lupce 
Acesyski failed to hold the initial 
shot, The win is the second in a 
row for United and should help 
them consolidate a mid-table NSL. 
position after languishing in the 
cellar for most of the season, 

Northern Spirit were yet again 
disappointing at home, this time 
under the guidance of assisant 
coach Jean-Paul De Marigny who 
replaced Micky Hickman for this 
game after the ‘gaffer’ picked up a 
leg injury during the week, 

De Marigny was philosophical 
in defeat, and while naturally di 
appointed believes his team is 
poised to improve their dismal 
home record. “It’s always disap- 
pointing losing, especially at 
home, We’re travelling really well 
away from home and unfortunate- 
ly we aren’t doing the same at 
home,” he said 

“We're chipping away week in 
week out, we are trying to grind a 
win here and we are working hard 
during the week. Hopefully after 
Christmas time things will fall into 
place.” 

United coach Branko Culina 


2 


felt his team had been consistently 
improving in recent weeks and 
that the results were now starting 
to show. “We've been playing 
pretty good football for a number 
of weeks unfortunately the results 
haven’t been going our way, the 
last two weeks have been very 
pleasing,” he said. “It's taken a 
while to get the team that you 
want, from what you have, and 
were still trying to get to know 
each other but”. 

As for whether United has 
turned the comer, Culina retorted 
that next week’s game against 
Parramatta Power would provide a 
more honest litmus test. “It’s a bit 
early to speak, even today it’s hard 
to say we've tumed the corer, 
‘Next week at Parramatta, a top-six 
side, if we are fair dinkum about 
this season then it will bea big test 
for us and being at home I think 
will lift everybody. United by 
large created the better opportuni- 
ties throughout the. game despite 
not holding any great share of pos- 
session. Ante Milicic scored the 
first goal in the 16th minute when 
the Spirit defence was caught flat- 
footed after Marcus Stergiopoulos 
sailed a teasing cross from the left 
into the penalty area. Milicic 
calmly volleyed the ball to the left 
of Acevski completely unchal- 
lenged, Spirit never really tested 
the United goal in the first half but 
fought their way back into the 
game in the opening period of the 
second stanza. Pablo Cardozo 
finally engineered a reply in the 


Commin Menapi: Scored 
the winner for Sydney 
United. 
53rd minute. A Craig Foster run 
gave Cardozo plenty of space in 
the box when the ball was played 
across to him. Spirit’s leading 
marksmen made no mistake with 
plenty of space, drilling the ball 
into the top left-hand corner. 

Game on, 

Culina played a tactical master- 
stroke midway through the second 
half by bringing on the fresh, exu- 
berant Ante Deur, and hungry 
striker Menapi. United now 
seemed the hungrier of the two 
teams and were unlucky to not 
score in the 68th minute when, 
Michael Cartwright headed off the 
line after a Menapi header deflect- 
ed goal bound. The wining strike 
finally came in injury time when 
Menapi reacted the quickest after 
Aceyski failed to hold a shot, and 
this perhaps reflected United’s 
greater desire and resolve for all 
three points on this occasion. 


Marconi Stallions 
Adelaide City Force 


~ By Allan Crisp 


his action-jammed con- 

test provided ample 

proof that Australia has 
a constant production line flow 
of brilliant young football tal- 
ent. 

But, unfortunately for the home 
fans at Hindmarsh Stadium last 
Friday, the outstanding perform- 
ers on the night were Marconi 
youngsters John Maisano, Kevo 
Gulessarian and goalkeeper 
Michael Turnbull, 

Maisano, 22, and Turnbull, 22, 
were World Youth Cup interna- 
tionals during the 1999 finals in 
Nigeria, while Gulessarian, 20, is 
surely destined to achieve repre- 
sentative honours. 

The bitter salt of defeat was 
rubbed deeper into the Force 
wound by former home-town 
hero Angelo Costanzo, the 25- 
year old veteran of many a City 
victory, who patrolled the 
Stallions defence like a latter day 
Milan Ivanovic. 

City’s younger brigade also 
were prominent with Iain Fyfe, 
Nick Sabljak and Scott Tunbridge 
the pick of the bunch, while expe- 
Tienced campaigners, Grzegorz 
Lewandowski, Carl —_Veart, 
"Aurelio Vidmar and Ante 
Kovacevic motored strongly until 
the final whistle. 

Maisano, who played for 
Belgian first division club 
Westerlo before earning his Youth 
Socceroo cap, prevented a certain 


Parramatta Power 
Football Kingz 


goal when he cleared a net-bound 
drive from Matthew Kemp off the 
Marconi goalline in the 34th 
minute, 

Two minutes later Maisano 
shoyed the Stallions into the lead, 
side-footing the ball into the net 
after Steven Bozinovski and 
Norman Tome combined to create 
the chance. 

Striker Tunbridge broke a per- 
sonal three-game goal drought by 
netting his third goal of the season 
five minutes into the second half 
when he nodded a far post cross 
from Fyfe past Turnbull. 

Sabljak then forced a save from 
Turnbull with a sizzling 30 metre 
driye before Gulesserian coun- 
tered for Marconi by ramming an 
excellent Brendan Renaud cross 
wide of the target. 

Gulesserian then latched onto a 
superb assist from Maisano to 
collect the winning goal that 
inflicted the first home loss of the: 
season on Adelaide City, 

City fought desperately for a 
second equaliser, mounting fran- 
tic attacks, a necessary ploy that 
left the home team suspect at the 
back. 

Vidmar relied on radar to vol- 
ley a back-fo-the-goal shot that 
was brilliantly stopped by 
‘Tumbull before Tunbridge head- 
eda Fyfe pass wide. 

Substitute Louis Brain supplied 
a telling cross to Veart, but the 
City skipper blazed over the 
crossbar. 

Marconi counter attacked into 


2 
2 


Angelo Costanzo: Kept 
Adelaide at bay with stellar 
performance in defence. 
City’s defensive gaps, but Sasa 
Radolovic, on for Grant Last, 
‘squandered the chance to make it 

3-1 by slicing his shot. 
Gulesserian had the final say 
with a close range drive that 
struck the Force crossbar, com- 
pleting a game, which Marconi 
coach Lee Sterrey accuratel: 
pense, “Could have efded 7 


Meanwhile, pacy, skilful 
Maisano goes into-the history 
books as the man who netted the 
1200th NSL goal at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 


replacement, young 
Banks did little harm to 
further his chances on win- 
ning a contract for the 
Kingz side, 

Coach Dave Mitchell 
was furious at his home- 
sides lack of defending a 


two-nil lead just before the 
break. 

The only real chance the 
Kingz had in the first half 
was in the 28th minute, 
when Power keeper Leslie 
Pogliacomi deflected a 
well-taken shot by George 
Goutzioulis onto the right 
post. The second half start- 
ed well for Kevin Fallon’s 
men as the Kingz came out 
more determined to take 
the match. 

The Kingz revival start- 
ed in the 57th minute when 
a great cross by Andy 
Vlahos, was met by Paul 
Unlovic, who finished bril- 
liantly to give the Kiwi side 
a glimmer of hope. 

The Power had at least 
several chances to take the 
game, most notably in the 
85th = minute —_ when 
Buonavoglia’s pin-point 


cross was met by youngster 
Luke Roodenburg, with 
only the keeper to beat, his 
header went over the bat. 


two-goal lead which could 
cost the side come end of 
the season, 

Notable performances 

This proved to be a forthe Power were the duo 
telling missas on the stroke of Fitzsimmons, and 
of full-time, the Kingz Eagleton who did well in 
scored an equalizer creating many chances for 
through substitute the home side. The Kingz 
Campbell Banks. The had keeper Michael 
youngster currently on loan Theoklitos to thank as the 
to the Kingz, cleverly beat custodian made many cru- 
one defender then _ cial saves 
unleashed a curling shot and kept the Kingz in the 
outside the box that gave match. Paul Urlovie was 
Pogliacomi no chance to also strong in midfield, 
stop. apart from his well-taken 

Banks had replaced John _ goal, his presence in attack 
Markovski in the 58th was always a danger to the 
minute and earned his side Power. 
a point, which did little jus- It was Kingz’ new 
tice to the score-line, as the coach, Kevin Fallon’s first 
Power had won the majori- _ point since taking over the 
ty of the match but just Kingz, maybe a start of 
could not finisi. Hailed as more points to come from 
Wynton Rufer’s the Trans-Tasman club. 


League, and the former 
Newcastle star made most 
of the occasion by scoring 
the Power's first goal. 

From then on it was all 
Parramatta as they contin- 
ued to press on with many 
chances through 
Lapsansky and Arambasic 
going close at times. The 
Kingz’ defence. looked 
very ‘ordinary with some 
slack marking that could 
have seen the score-line 
double in as many minutes. 

Dave Mitchell’s men 
increased their lead in the 
35th minute, when a Steve 
Eagleton cross outside the 
box, was met by an 
unmarked Alex Tobin who 
headed it onto the path of 
an advancing Zlatko 
Arambasic to slot the ball 
well and 

gave the home-side a 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


he Football Kingz 
completed a sur- 
prise comeback 


from two goals down to 
earn the Kiwi side a 
much-needed point 
against the Power in 
Sydney. 

Under a lot of pressure 
from the start, the Kingz 
found it tough to settle into 
the match on a bumpy 
Parramatta Stadium sur- 
face. 

The Power took the lead 
after 27 minutes, as a mis- 
guided header by the Kingz 
defence gifted Steve 
Fitzsimmons the ball, who 
feed live-wire striker John 
Buonavoglia inside the box 
to slot in Parramatta’s first 
goal. It was Buonavoglia’s 
100th game in the National 


John Buonavoglia: Notched his 100th NSL goal 
against the Kingz. 
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Perth Glory 


By Tim Caimakamis 


stadium last Friday, Newcastle 

held the league leaders Perth Glory 
to an exciting 1-1 draw in front of a 
brave crowd of 12,003. The inclement 
weather, forcing many families and 
elderly persons to stay home with the 
option of listening to a live radio broad- 
east on 2HD, no doubt ruined United's 
chance of beating their club record atten- 
dance. 

“T thought it was a good game of soc- 
cer considering the slippery conditions”, 
said Perth Glory’s satisfied coach Mich 
D’Avary. 

With both teams not wanting to make 
a mistake, the tight Ist half saw limited 
action direct on goal, with both teams 
content to play the ball long. 

‘Then in the 35th minute United 


I: stormy conditions at Marathon 


ae” tn Ol 


Matt Horsley (left) of Perth Glory attempts to stop New as 
Castle United’s Milan Blagojevic (13). 


winger Robbie Middleby made a trade- 
mark run with the ball at the defence 
forcing Perth’s Craig Deans to body- 
check just outside the box and near its 
right hand comer. From the ensuing free- 
kick, left-footer Joey Schrippa curled the 
ball around the wall to the near post as 
team-mate Scott Baillie got in front of his 
marker to flick the ball inside the far post 
fora 1-0 lead. 

Right on halftime, there was a flurry 
of activity. Perth’s Matt Horsley flicked 
his free header across the face of goal 
from a comer. From the ensuing play 
United travelled up the park, and a won- 
derful thru ball from midfielder Anthony 
Surjan (starting his first game for the sea- 
son), found Mark Wilson with space in 
the box, and with only the keeper to beat, 
he was unable to control the ball. The 
ball was cleared only as far as Schrippa, 
who cut inside from the left, and with his 
right foot, he curled the ball just centime- 

tres wide of 
the post from 
25 metres. The 
turning point 
of the game 
occured when 
United’s Scott 
Baillie was 
taken-off 
injured for 
treatment, 
after receiving 
a kick to the 
head, Scott 
had got to a 
high ball first 
Perth’s 
Bobby 


By Tim Caimakamis 


outh Melbourne held the 

Olympic Sharks to a 0-0 draw 

Jast Saturday night at Toyota 
Park in the beachside suburb of 
Cronulla. 

An old-firm derby with plenty of his- 
tory, did little but frustrate the small but 
loyal crowd of 4,218, 

In years past, this tempting fixture 
was a must see event invoking strong 
passion and support, in both supporters 
and players alike, but in these changing 
times, this fixture has joined the rest of 
the pack. 


® 


“We are in the rebuilding stage, for us 
it’s a good result as we have some 
seniors and a lot of youngsters and I’m 
happy with their performance”, said 
South's satisfied coach Eddie Krneevic. 

The first half was a quiet affair with 
both teams testing each other’s capabili- 
ties. For Souths, striker Peter Buljan had 
their only chances of the half; a header 
wide in the 11th min and an attacking 
tun into the box evading a couple of 
defenders, but was finally tackled before 
he could get his shot off in the 39th 
minute, 

Tn the 18th minute, a Troy Halpin 
freekick from 30 metres out gave striker 
Greg Owens a difficult header from 


Paul Kohler (left) escapes the attention of South Melbourne 


midstriker Peter 


Buljan (right). 


Robbie Middleby (right) of 
Newcastle in action against Glory. 
Despotovski tried an overhead kick hav- 
ing received a bad bounce of the pitch. 

Perth’s deserved goal came in the 65th 
minute, when Brazilian Edgar Aldrighi 
showed some delightful skill on the cor- 
ner of the penalty box, out on the right. 
Lifting the ball over the head of one 
defender, he spun and turned the second 
inside the box only to fall when chal- 
lenged. With the defence flatfooted 
awaiting a decision from the referee, 
Perth nippy midfielder ran onto the ball 
striking it sweetly and curling low and 
hard inside the far post to level the score 
at 1-1. 

With Newcastle having their main 
striker in Joel Griffiths suspended, it 
‘gave the opportunity for their recent AIS 
recruit in Tallon Martin to make his NSL 
debut with 14 minutes left to play. 

“The Ist half was pretty even, with 
good soccer played by both teams” said 
D’Avary. I thought we shaded them 
slightly in the second half, and perhaps 
you would say that the draw was a fair 
reflection, although we had the more 
clear cut chances”, reflected the Perth 
mentor, 


close range. Midway thru the half, 
Olympic’s Andrew Packer (playing wide 
‘on the left) had his first of two opportu- 
nities. 

Tantamount to Olympic’s dominance 
of the half, with 30 minutes left to play, 
Souths had their last real chance to score 
a vital goal (until injury time), as Bacak 
headed a cross from Radomir Sekolovski 
Straight to keeper Clint Bolton. 

‘The Sharks raided South’s goal time 
and time again without any luck and 
when they did score the first time, it was 
‘ruled offside in the 70th. Within a minute 
Spiteri was thru wide on the right, but he 
shot across the face of goal. 

Spiteri was again involved in the 80th 
minute, as he ran to the by-line on the 
edge of the box, he played the-ball back 
to Packer who then squared to replace- 
ment Jeremy Harris, whose shot from 
‘20metres hit the post and deflected wide. 

Harris had another golden opportunity 
in the 84th minute, when he shot wide 
across the face from eight yards. 

Ringing the changes, Phillips brought 
ona third striker in Dylan McAllister in 
search of the elusive goal. 

A last ditch effort in the 90th minute, 
had South’s evergreen central. defender 
Memet Durakovie break forward on the 
counter. Faced with a 3-on-2 situation, 
Memet's final shot on goal could not 
break the deadlock. 

“Olympic are a good footballing 
team, we knew how Olympic played; I 
thought tactically we did quite well 
today, and I'm very happy with the 
point”, said Kmcevic. 

“Both teams could of won in the end, 
they caught us on the break a few times, 
and as entertaining as it was, I'm sure 
both of us would of preferred three 
points”, lamented Phillips. 

“We need to have a bit more depth to 
our attack, we are defending desperately, 
now we need to do it at the other end of 
the par.” Phillips demanded, 


Brisbane Strikers _ 
Wollongong Wolves 


Wollongong Wolves’ Alex Castro (left) tackles Brisbane strikers’ John 
Carbone over the weekend in Brisbane. 


By Gio Dv 


risbane Strikers’ 1-1 draw with 

lowly-placed Wollongorig Wolves 

at Ballymore last Saturday night 
could come at a cost following a groin 
injury to star Brazilian midfielder 
Fernando Rech. Rech limped from the 
field after half an hour giving 18-year- 
old striker Michael Baird only his sec- 
ond opportunity in soccer’s elite level. 

Rech, whose injury didn’t overly worry 
coach John Kosmina, came at a crucial 
time for the Strikers who were in control of 
the match after several close calls to break 
the deadlock. 

As is often the-case when a team domi- 
nates, the Strikers found themselves trail- 
ing 1-0 after Wolves’ frontman Stuart 
Young stunned the homeside with a far 
post header on the stroke of halftime. The 
Strikers clearly dominated in the opening 
period but missed with several attempts. 

After a strong start forward Kris 
Trajanovski missed with a header off a 
Richie Alagich cross in the Sth minute 
while Wolves’ keeper Dean Anastasiadis 
kept out a glancing header from Strikers’ 
midfielder John Carbone. 

The reigning champions also were 
involved in the flurry of early chances 
when striker Zelko Babic had ample time 

jide the box to put away a chance but was 
denied by Strikers’ keeper Jason Kearton. 

Even rangy Strikers’ defender Jon 
McKain got in on the act making a strong 
solo run from well inside his on half in the 
25th minute to get within goal range only 
to blast his attempt just over the crossbar. 

Tt was eventually left to midfielder John 
Carbone to grab the deserved equaliser in 
the 67th minute when he drilled a shot 
from 30 metres into the top right hand cor- 
ner of the net for his fourth goal of the sea- 
son. 

Kosmina was far from disappointed with 
his side’s third draw of the season, which 
Kept them third on the table, although they 
had a chance to move into second place. 


following Newcastle’s draw with runaway 
leaders Perth Glory. 

“I'm happy with the result, We played 
good football tonight but Wollongong are a 
lot better side than where they are on the 
table,” Kosmina said. “It was-much better 
effort than against Olympic last week when 
we lacked intensity. 

“Tonight we were more like we were at 
the start of the season. We didn’t deserve to 
win last week against Olympic but this 
week we did.” 

While Rech’s groin injury was a con- 
cern, Kosmina was hopeful he would be fit 
for the away clash to South Melbourne on 
Friday night. 

“T think Fernando will be right. I took 
him off because he was complaining about 
his groin,” he said. _ 

“He had a groin operation 18 months 
ago before he came to us and I’m sure it’s 
not serious and he'll be fine.” 

Rech’s injury gave 18-year-old striker 
Michael Baird the opportunity to impress 
Kosmina and he wasn’t let down, 

“Michael did extremely well and he 
showed he can make the ‘grade at national 
league level,” he said. ~ bd 

“He only had a few minutes in his first 
game when he came on against Olympic 
last week but tonight he had 60 minutes 


and played 
OWNER DRIVER 


well.” 
REQUIRED 


Wolves 

coach Ron 

Corry took 

comfort 

from the | 1 TONNE VANS, 

draw. FLAT TOPS & 

es HATCHES 

hap PY all areas available. 
Experience Drivers- 
Min guarantee $800. 
Exclude January. 

Average earnings 


enough and 
we've only 
$800-$1000. 


got to win 
three games 
on the trot to 
be back in 
the top six,” 
he said. 


Phone Driver Training 
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Perth will aim to 
stay undefeated 
= D’Avray 


By Tim Caimakamis 


MITCH D’AVRAY has Perth 

Glory on top of the NSL table as 
well as being undefeated after ten 
rounds. Having just battled with 
Newcastle United in a top-of-the- 
table clash, Mitch astutely reflects 
on the game, Perth Glory and much 
more, 

Tonight against Newcastle? 

“T thought it was a good game of 
soccer considering the slippery condi- 
tions. The Ist half was pretty even, 
with good soccer played by both 
teams. I thought we shaded them 
slightly in the second half, as we had 
to up the tempo a bit because we were 
a goal down, and perhaps you would 
say that the draw was a fair reflection, 
although we had the more clear cut 
chances”. 

Why does Perth find it difficult to 
get an away result against 
Newcastle? 

“We haven't had a good time here ift 
the past, and in my time in Australia 
we haven't got anything coming to 
Newcastle, but I disagree on this occa- 
sion tonight, We got a point after 
going a goal down against a team that 
has a very good defensive record”. 

Have you played catch-up football 
before? 

It’s the first time we found our- 
selves in that situation this season. We 
didn’t drop-our heads; we just carried 
on playing the way we know we can. 
There was a period in the second half 
were we had some really good 
chances, having said that, right at the 
death they could of snatched it. 

Do you play to win away from 
home? 

“Our objective coming here was for 
three points, as it always is, when we 
play away from home, but having seen 
all that at, the end of the day we are 
satisfied to settle with the point. 

Did the crowd make a difference? 

“There was 12,000 here tonight 
with the ‘dirty weather’, and a shame 
it was, because there probably would 
have been a lot more people. Its good 
for soccer (in general) to come to an 
away game, and have so many people 
(watch football), and not only at Perth 
Oval”. 

Quality of the Pitch? 

“The pitch I’m told will get better as 
summer kicks in, and it needs to, 
because they’re a good footballing 
team, You can’t pay good football on a 
bad surface, it makes it very difficult. 

Does the wet affect your style? 

“The first four games of the season 
we played in wet conditions, so we 
cannot blame the conditions at all. It 
doesn’t affect the players really and 
regardless of the pitch conditions, it’s 
the same for both teams, so we never 
use that as a vehicle or as an excuse”. 


[ his first year as head coach, 


Any player who  stoodout in 
tonight’s game? 

There was a lot teamwork tonight; I 
never really like to single out any 
player. I thought as a unit we worked 
hard. I was pleased for young Gary 
Faria, as he had to be really patient sit- 
ting on the bench (this season). We 
brought him in last week because of 
Brad Maloney’s injury, and he did so 
well, we kept him in this week, Brad is 
fit again and was disappointed by 
being left out of the squad but Gary 
proved again tonight what a valuable 
member of the squad he is by not only 
playing well but working hard and 
scoring the equalising goal, May | 
add, he doesn’t score many goals, but 
he was very unlucky just minutes after 
his goal, when he shot a first time half 
volley that screamed just wide (of the 
goals)”. 

You’ve remained undefeated and 
are setting records, how are you 
received by the local Press and sup- 
porters in the west? 

“T keep getting asked if we can go 
the whole season undefeated, that’s 
the kind of expectation level in Perth, 


ALL GAMES ARE TOUGH - Di 


WESTERN 


QBE 


Mitch D'Avray: If people believe we can do it, why not? 


I personally think that that is an unre- 
alistic ask, it might happen in other 
sports, but not very often in soccer. I 
also think 4ts puts some unnec 
pressure on the players, but ok, if peo- 
ple believe we can do it, why not”. 

As a coach do you prepare differ- 


ently pertaining to each opposition 
team or do you keep to the same pro- 
gramme? 

“T aware myself of the opposition 
and try to study them and became 
aware of their strengths and weakness- 
es, but I also like to think that we have 


Perth Glory’s Edgar Aldrighi (left) and Newcastle United's Tallan Martin tango during last weekend's top-of-the- 


PW Vhe NSL’s leading goalscorer, 
DAMIEN MORI battled against 

4M. the league’s meanest defence 
away to Newcastle United in stormy 
conditions last Friday night at 
Marathon Stadium. After the game, 
Damien was willing to part with his 


bill clash at the Marathon Stadium. 
views while eager to get on the team bus 
for their journey back to Sydney 
Airport. 

Q Damien, your summary of the 
match? 

Mori: “Tonight was a tough game, a 
good game as both (teams) had good 
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chances. In the end, it was a fair result”. 

Q Perth had some chances but didn’t 
score? 

Mori: “That's the game both teams 
gave themselves chances to win. We both 
played some good soccer, that’s football”. 

Q. Why does Perth find it difficult (his- 


enough confidence in our own ability. 

If we can play like we played inthe 
first 30 minutes against the Power (the 
previous week) and ‘bottle it’ to take it 
with us to away matches, we will take 
some stopping this season” 


IN WOR 


torically) to get a win in Newcastle? 
“Not sure, but I think we're 
happy (tonight). We came here and got a 
point from Newcastle who are second (on 
the table) and don’t concede a lot of 
goals”. 
Q. A new pitch has been laid here; 
what’s your impression? 
“Tt was a disappointing factor 
(as the new grass was soft-and-loose under 
foot and with large sections of the park 
still not replaced). I didn’t think it helped 
the game too much, but they're things you 
have deal with it, and it was hard for both 
teams” 
Q. Are you happy with your own per- 
formance? 3 
“Yes, not too bad, I felt worked 
hard. I don’t think it was a great game for 
everybody, it was a tight game, we all had 
to work hard”. 
Q. Your next game against Adelaide? 
Moré: “It'll be tough; I think all games 
are tough now. I don't think there is any 
‘one team that is that much (a couple of 
goals) better than anyone else. We have a 
couple of tough games coming up” 
Q. Is the old team rivalry still there for 
you? > 


NV “No, not really. It's now the sec- 
ond season, so I don’t think its going to 
bother me too much”. 

Q. Finally Damien, how do you feel 
about your season so far? 
Mori: “Yes (satisfied), it's going 
alright. I probably would have liked to 
have scored (a goal) in the last couple of 
games, but it hasn’t happened. You know, 
them’s the breaks”, 


We were naive, 
Paul Okon admits 


bf 


E. 


It's all over: Ausiralian skipper, Paul Okon (middle) is escorted off the pitch in 
Montevideo by security men after the loss to Uruguay. 


‘don’t know about 
|: but it’s almost a 

month later and I 
still don’t know where 
my head is at, 

I still can't believe it. I've 
felt physically sick for the 
past few days and don't 
know whether I'm angry, 
sad, or just plain disap- 
pointed, 

Tve been lucky enough 
to spend a few days in 
Sydney before heading 
back to England. It’s great 
to be back but how I wish 
it was under different cir- 
cumstances, 

Tve spoken to a lot of 
people - family, friends, 
fans - and they have all 
struggled to work out what 
happened too. I'm strug- 
gling, 1 know, but I see 
their disapopointment as a 
positive. 

It shows how much sup- 
port we really had in 
Australia and what the 
game means to people 
here. 

It's because of that dis- 
appointment that football 
remains so strong back at 
home. No matter the blows 
we take we keep getting 
back up. We have to. 

On the other hand, I 
know that talking to so 
many people and hearing 
how disappointed they are 


has made me feel as bad as 
T do. It's not easy, 

But that’s enough of my 
sob story. You need some 
sort of explanation, 

The bottom line is that 
we conceded the goal far 
too. early. That gave 
uruguay a lot of confidence 
and put us even more 
under the pump. 

I know it’s all very well 
in retrospect but if we had 
have gone in at half-time at 
0-0 then I know we would 
have qualified. 

‘There was a period at 
the start of the second-half 
where we were on top and 
I could feel them under 
pressure from their own 
crowd, 

I knew that if we scored 
then we would do it but we 
just couldn't get it together. 

‘We were not only play- 
ing against 11 guys in sky 
blue shirts but also 60,000 
supporters who were right 
behind their country. 

We had some chances 
but we missed a killer 
instinct. We lacked the 
right attitude when we 
needed it most. We were 
naive. 

A good example of what 
we had to do was in 
Uruguay's own perfor- 
mance, They didn’t play 
well in Melbourne but 
defended with their lives. 


They gave nothing away. 
They were desperate to to 
make it next year, too. 

In our first-half perfor- 
mance in Montevideo we 
gave their forwards too 
much room. We didn't play 
well but we should’ still 
have never given away a 
goal. 

Qualification was at 
stake, We had to be better 
than that. It didn’t matter 
how we did it. 

As much as we would 
have been jubilant in victo- 
ty we must also be gra- 
cious in defeat. We have no 
laurels to rest on. 

‘That's exactly why I am 
determined to make it up 


next time and lead 
Australia, finally, to the 
World Cup finals. 


In spite of what others 
might say, I also think 
Frank and Arnie have to 
stay involved. Coaching 
Australia is one of the most 
difficult jobs in football but 
T think they've done well 

There were questions 
about Frank’s tactics which 
were fair to ask but the sit- 
uation is that Frank had to 
make a decision. 
Sometimes 
choice and sometimes it's 
difficult. 

Remember, if we had 
have scored (and we did 
have chances) then Frank 


its an easy 


would now be called the 
greatest-coach we ever 
had. 

But that’s part’ of the 
beauty of football, It’s full 
of drama, injustice, and 
heartbreak. 

But just once, just once, 
—wish someone else 


would fee! the pain, 


@ 


KENNETT’S RALLYING CRY 


By Bert van Bedaf 


OUTH Melbourne’s No.1 ticket holder 

‘Jeff Kennett again lashed out at the organ- 

sation of Australian Soccer, calling for an 
independent commission to run a new national 
Teague of ten teams. 

Under his proposal, Kennett said club licences 
would be set up as franchises, awarded by the com- 
mission to individuals, groups, clubs or businesses 
that were financially viable and run by capable 
administrations. The initial franchises would be for 
five years, while renewals would be forl0 years, he 
said, 

‘The former Victorian premier’s comments came 
in the wake of Australia’s failure to gain World 
Cup qualification last month, going down 3-1 on 
aggregate to qualifier Uruguay, leaving SA with an 
estimated $2.7 million debt, 

{As he had done about five months ago, when 
Tan Knop was elected as Soccer Australia chair- 
man, toppling the tainted Tony Labbozzetta, 
Kennett again called for a Herculean broom to 
clean the Augean stable. 

Whereas Knop is committed to reform from 
within, Kennett will only move on his own terms. 

“Incremental change to the administration of 

Australian soccer has been tried on many occa- 
sions and failed,” said Kennett, who is favored to 
take on a leading role in soccer sometime in the 
future. 
“The individual interests of the majority of 
stakeholders have proved to be more important 
than the advancement of the game itself,” he 
declared. 


Kennett's wants soccer Tun by an independent 
commission of five or seven people, along similar 
lines to the Australian Football League. 

He also said clubs should not be representative 
of one community group, reviving the old ethnic 
argument that has been levelled against such clubs 
as the Croatian-backed Melbourne Knights and 
South Melbourne, which relies heavily on support 
from the Greek community. 

‘Knop hit back at 
Kennett, who variously 
called soccer “a basket 
case” and “a shrivelled 
flower”, saying the for- 
mer premier was not 
“close enough to soccer 
to understand it” 

“Jeff (Kennett) is for 


aft” independent com- 
mission like the AFL. 
We are not the AFL. We 
are soccer. The AFL is 
not an_ international 
lan Knop: “We are sport. Soccer is. We 


not the AFL,” — don't need this type of 
issue at the moment, 
We need to get on with what we're doing,” Knop 
said. 

Meanwhile, Soccer Australia released a state- 

ment on the weekend saying it had agreed on a 
“financial plan that will secure the short-term 
future of soccer in Australia”, 
It also said, the board of Soccer Australia had 
referred the Pricewaterhouse Cooper report into 
SA’s financial status to its solicitors for legal 
advice, 


Wollongong Wolves 
versus Melb Knights 


Saturday December 15 at WIN Stadium, kick off 6:30pm 


Youth Game kick off at 4.30pm, gates open at 4.00pm 
Wollongong Toyota Wolfchase at main game half time 
Unitech Roo Ball, Coniston vs Balgownie, Thirroul vs Corrimal 
After match presentation at Wests Illawarra at 10.15pm 


Wests 


Mlawarra 


Southcoast 


GRAPHICS PRINTERS 


WIN 


TELEVISION 
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Dear Sir, 

T might upset some peo- 
ple with my views about the 
game, but let's go back to 
the 1974 Aussie team. Any 
body who is old enough to 
recall that team, I would like 
to ask how many Australian 
born players were in the 
team? 


Dear Sir, 

Luck is part of life and it was a pure 
luck when Mr Mackay, blasted the ball, 
in Hong Kong 1974 in the top corner, 
from 35m out, or we may call it an indi- 
vidual bravado! 

In the past 27 years we never had a 
well-trained, a good cohesive team! A 
team, who played the game, as a team 
should play it! (as Uruguay for exam- 
ple). we always used overseas-based 
players, whom never were available for 
training! 

Why not choose a team from 
Australian based players? And those 
whom are always available, from over- 
seas? We won't achieve a worse result 
as with today’s system! 

As the Uruguayans twice nearly neu- 
tralised, our “celebrated” attack, and 
their attack most of the time pinned 
down our defence, so it would have 


Dear Sir, 


In your Tuesday , November 20, 2001 edition, 1 was read- 
ing Robert Marton’s critical letter of what he calls Kevin 


Muscat’s violent play. 


I first want to point out and say that Muscat was removed 
from the field against France in Melbourne to prevent him 
from getting a red card, so he would play in the next Soccer 


game. 


It seems the writer has something against Kevin because 
when Andy Cole (Man. Utd.) broke Simon Colosimo’s leg 
(here in Australia), | did not read any comments from Robert. 
You must be French, to say that. have known Kevin since he 
was eight years-old and he doesn’t want to hurt players — he 


‘We may find two, maybe 
three as all the rest came 
from Europe 

Eyen the coach came 
from Europe, and also the 
coach did not have to make 
phone calls all over the 
world just to get his players 
back here. 

They were already here 


Others 


been more logical to start — in 
Montevideo — with stronger players, 
whom were technically more accom- 
plished! 

It would have been wiser to start, 
with Popovic, Aloisi, Agostino! They 
would have been more capable, to start, 
and finish any attack! 

Without a second attacking pair of 
players, we had to replay on the very 
rare forward bursts (the usual bravados) 
of Mr Kewell! 

It is not Mr Farina’s fault that we 
were not successful, the fault lies with 
the people, who chose him as National 
coach! 

After a highly professional and 
knowledgeable coach as Terry 
Venables, to give him the job ... it was 
the equivalent as, it would had been 
given to Mr Hunter or Mr Marth! 
a) 


just wants to get out there to give his best and win. 


We (from Melbourne Western Suburbs) are proud of 
Muscat, Robert you have the Sunshine in Queensland and we 


have the hero and Robert is the loser. 


Joe Mallia 
Sunshine, VIC. 


Dear Sir, 


was sorry. 


working on jobs, then play- 
ing at weekends, not too far 
to travel, as most of them 
would have been in Sydney. 
managers in 


Europe don’t have to get 
players from all over the 
world, 

Distance over there is not 
that great, that’s why soccer 


WHY WE LOST 


I am writing about Brett 
Emerton’s performances in the two 
world cup qualifiers. Brett had two 
shocking games for his country. 
After the two games he said he 


Any one can say sorry for doing 
something wrong. Did he really 
mean it? We, Australian soccer 
fans think too much of him. 

He only started playing in the 
big leagues last season after play- 
ing for Sydney Olympic. All he 
does is get the ball, puts his head 
down and runs down the line. 

Apparently there were two play- 
ers marking him against Uruguay. 

I think the rumours of him 
going to the AC Milans, Inter 
Milans, Leeds United, Arsenal 
have given him a big-headed and | 
think he was concentrating more 


here will never be any good 
until we can get some 


Michael Owens, Robbie 
Fowlers and Seamans, 
Gerrards, Battistuta’s and 


Zidane’s and Henry's all 
together in a team. 

In other words apart from 
harry and Viduka the 
Aussies don't have anybody. 


The next step is to have a coach, like 
the calibre of the National coach of 
China (Bora Milutinovic ...?) or him- 
self! 

After what we have been seen in 
Montevideo, we need a coach who is to 
upgrade our ball handlings, that we may 
use our ball punctually possible (head- 
ing, passing, shooting). 

For a good coach as that, if Soccer 
Australia will not put up the right 
amount of money, or bas not enough of 
it, then do tell to them, that do not aim 
for the World Cup! 

They may reorganise at home first! 
Make NSL money wise attractive 
enough, that our players don’t have to 
g0 to play overseas?? And when it is 
done, then they may try for world 
glories! 


R. Marton, 
Manly, Qld. 


Kevin Muscat: Unfair criticism. 


BIG-HEADED EMERTON 


on which of the clubs to pick than 
making the World Cup for 


Australia. 


back to get autographs. 


10 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 11, 2001 


Mind you, Viduka is not 
scoring goals like he is get- 
ting paid to do. He is well 
down the list of scorers in 
England. 
Merry Christmas every- 
body. 
D. Gardner, 
Hampton Park, VIC. 


Rale Rasic: Australia’s sole World Cup manager. 


BRING BACK 
RASIC 


Dear Sir, 

‘The qualifications for the 2002 World Cup 
have come and gone, Since our last qualifica- 
tion, which was back in 1974 we have seen a 
lot of changes in the administration, coaches 
and players but amazingly one every impor- 
tant fact remains the same, 

It is still Rale Rasic, the only coach that 
won that elusive passage to participate among 
the elite. That task was even more challeng- 
ing, as only 16 teams qualified then, com- 
pared to 32 now. 

Yet for reasons unbeknown, this man has 
been overlooked for the past 28 years as even 
after qualifying in 1974 he was unceremoni- 
ously relieved of his duties as coach of the 
Australian team. - 

To me, there is something drastically 
wrong with the way in which the powers that 
be, operate. Why, for heaven’s sake Mr Rasic 
has not even been consulted as/perhaps in an 
advisory capacity during the qualification 
matches, perhaps more importantly when it 
came to the final hurdle, recently against 
Uruguay. 

Tam sure that his contribution would have 
been priceless. History now tells us that for 
reasons of perhaps pride and or stupidity we 
failed again. 

Although 28 years have passed since West 
Germany, Rale Rasie still has that football 
passion in him and would still haye the 
known how to do it all again. Name him any 
top players anywhere in the world and he'll 
give you a profile on him as long as your arm. 


No one knew nothing about 
Harry Kewell until he was at 
Leeds United. He was not that 


I went to watch Australia play dumb to have all media now back- 

Paraguay at Olympic Park one ing him. 
night and after the game we stayed He went there to clean the play- 
ers’ boots before establishing him- 


self through their youth system 
and when he popped onto the 
senior scene, every one took notice 
of him. 

Brett buddy, I'll give you some 
advice, Establish yourself first, 
before start acting big. 

The Socceroos will make the 
World Cup when they host the 
tournament, and when there are 
about 11 Harry Kewells in the 
team. He was the only danger to 
Uruguay in the two World Cup 
qualifiers. 

Burim Sulemani, 
Dandenong, VIC. 


Name him a Stadium and he’ll tell you 
what type of grass grows on it. 

Soccer Australia must realise by now that 
if we are to qualify for the next World Cup 
they are to engage Rale Rasic as the next 
coach. There is no other more qualified than 
Rale Rasic who can take us to Germany once 
again, this time in 2006, 

Frank Sant, 
Mascot, NSW. 


/ 


By Allan Crisp 


DIRECT ENTRY 
NOW REALISTIC 


‘ove over Scotland, Argentina, Iran, 

Uruguay and all potential last gasp 
hurdles - direct World Cup finals qualifi- 
cation finally beckons for the Socceroos. 

FIFA president Joseph Blatter opened 
the finals door when he chaired the goy- 
ening body's meeting which decreed that 
the 2002 champion would not be granted 
automatic qualification for the 2006 
World Cup finals in Germany. 

Immediately after Australia succumbed 
to yet another FIFA-initiated sporting 
injustice at the hands of Uruguay, Soccer 
Australia chairman Ian Knop issued a 
note of caution to those who entertained 
thoughts that the qualification system 
would be overhauled, 

But, former Soccer Australia chairman 
Basil Scarsella, now Oceania President, is 
firm in his belief that the winner of his 
confederation stands an excellent chance 
of gaining an uncluttered path to the 2006 
finals. 

Scarsella explained that before the 
meeting that made the shock decision on 
the 2002 champion having to earn its 
place in the following finals campaign 
took place, Blatter had publicly supported 
the view that Oceania should have direct 
qualification. 

“Since then, we have been getting very 
positive indications from President 


Blatter, who, importantly, reaffirmed that 
view to me on the weekend of the World 
Cup draw in Busan,” Scarsella said. 

“The presidents of other confederations 
have also expressed the need for all con- 
federations to be represented at the World 
Cup finals.” 

Always a realist, the former SA goal- 
keeper with Adelaide club Campbelltown 
City, added, “But, as we know, all the 
other confederations also would like an 
additional spot, and while we are getting 
positive indications that are really encour- 
aging, there is still a lot of work to be 
done. 

“L expect that the decision will not be 
finally made until after the 2002 World 
Cup.” 

Scarsella emphasised that the 
Australian media focused on the issue of 
direct qualification after the Socceroos 
lost their away match to Uruguay. 

“I guess that was to be expected, but 
this matter has been an Oceania objective 
for the last three or four years. 

“Certainly my predecessor Charlie 
Dempsey and I have been pursuing it for 
a couple of years, and really nothing has 
changed simply because Australia did not 
qualify.” 

Scarsella underlined his comment, 
“Even if Australia had qualified, we 
would be pursuing this regardless,” 


ARGUMENT FOR 
CHANGE 


he 32-teams that are going to 
Japan/Korea next year to contest soc- 
cer’s holy grail are not the best in the 
world, 
What they are is the best teams from 
each Confederation, except Oceania. 
That incisive comment comes from 
Oceania president Basil Scarsella, who 
told ABSW he had used the FIFA rankings 
to support his theory. 
“If you look at those rankings, the 32- 
teams range from number one to number 
67,” he said. 


Basil Scarsella: “All we're asking 
is for Oceania to be represented.” 
“In fact, only 20 of those teams going 
to Korea and Japan are ranked in the top 
32, which really supports the view that 
they are not necessarily the best in the 
world. 

“All we are asking is to have the 
Oceania Confederation also represented, 
and that’s not too much to ask.” 

Was Scarsella surprised by the decision 
not to grant the 2002 winner automatic 
entry? 

“No, I wasn’t. “I was aware that this 
was in the FIFA pipeline before I went to 
Busan’for the draw. 

“There are a couple of major reasons 
for the decision. The first is that it creates 
an additional spot to be allocated — we 
can’t conclude that it would automatically 
go to Oceania — but it certainly creates an 
Opportunity. 

“The other reason, when you think 
about it, is that a team like France has not 
played a qualifying game for eight years, 
because they qualified as the hosts in 98” 
and then qualified as the holders in 2002. 

“That has an impact on the French FA's 
finances, as well as their ability to prepare 


the team properly.” 

Blatter has called a meeting of all 
Confederation presidents in Africa in 
mid-January, a gathering that Scarsella 
sees as another opportunity to push his 
Oceania qualification barrow. 

“Oceania has done very well under the 
Blatter administration. “The FIFA leader 
is aware of the need to develop the game 
in this part of the world and he has 
demonstrated that by distributing part of 
FIFA’s $100 million funding project to 
eight Oceania Confederations. 

“And, that was eight from 11 
Confederations which received assis- 
tance. 

“The final step we are working towards 
is to have Oceania recognised as a fully 
fledged member with its champion nation 
being granted automatic qualification to 
the World Cup finals.” 

Basil, we have faith and our 
Langenscheidt Universal German 
Dictionary at the ready. 


CHAMPIONS 
HONORED 


| ee Lister, who was the first 
Adelaide City Force captain in 1977, 
ex-West Adelaide star Barry Reynolds 
and current player Paul Simmons have 
been accorded Player Life Membership of. 
the SA Soccer Federation. 

Lister and Reynolds were two of SA's 
most talented defenders, while former SA 
captain, Simmons, is an ace midfielder for 
Metro Stars. 

To qualify for SASF Player Life 
Membership players must have represent- 
ed SA or Australia a minimum of 20 
times. < 

Federation life membership was grant- 
ed to former SASF vice-chairman Ted 
Tuliano and ex-SASF chairman Mike 
Lukovic. 

The 2001 Meritorious Award went to 
Playford Patriots (formerly Elizabeth 
City) official, Bob Lowe, who is 88 years 
young. 


~ 


GREENER GRASS 


"A State League champion Birkalla 

will grace the Premier League scene 
next season under a yet to be released 
name and will play its Home matches on 
Friday nights at Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Birkalla coaches Miléh Ivanovic and 
Phil Scardigno have recruited aggressive- 
ly, gaining Paul Hoey (Croydon), Paul 
Karittevelis and Matthew Milosevic 
(Raiders), Shane Thompson (Adelaide 
City) and Ben Moore (Metro Stars). 

Other signings are in the wind, but 
Birks have lost Kurt Wilkinson to 
Modbury and Frank Tibaldi, 

Reigning SA Premier League club the 
Blue Eagles have bolstered their formida- 
ble squad by signing Croydon Kings duo 
Jamie Perin and Michael Pirone. 

As previously reported, Para Hills 
Knights have secured Mark Yates, Jason 
Trimboli and Charles Marwe from 
Modbury Jets. 

The Knights latest acquisition is 
Campbelltown City midfield powerhouse 
Paul Beltrame. 


Jeff Kennett's road map for Oz Soccer 


n the wake of yet- 
| World Cup 
als tragedy, ex- 
Victorian premier Jeff 
Kennett last week 
released his much-antici- 
pated ‘Road Map’ for the 
future of Australian 
Soccer, and it calls for an 
independently-run com- 
mission as well as a 10- 
team NSL. 
Kennett’s blueprint seeks 
an independent commis- 
sion, along similar lines to 


+ the the AFL, to be made up 


of 5-7 people with a charter 
to implement an organisa- 
tional structure to adminis- 
ter soccer, 

‘Incremental change to 
the administration of 


~ Australian soccer has been. 


tried on many occasions 
and failed,” Kennett said. 
“That's because the indi- 


vidual interests of the major- 
ity of stakeholders have 
proved to be more impor- 
tant than the advancement 
of the game itself.” 

With a majority of current 
NSL clubs in financial diffi- 
culty, Kennett says that the 
national competition must 


Jan Knop: Soccer Australia 
chairman. 


be cut to 10 teams, and each. 
club should not be too rep- 
resentative of one commu- 
nity group. 

The 10 club licences 
would be set up as franchis- 
es and awarded to individu- 
als, groups, clubs and busi- 
nesses with strong finances, 
a quality Board, a 
Constitution and discipli- 
nary codes of conduct. 

The franchises awarded 
would be for five years. 

The development of 
junior soccer in Australia 
and strong state leagues, as 
well as new relationships 
with sponsors and partners 
or national and international 
teams are also among the 
keys according to Kennett. 


Jeff Kennett’s Seven- 
Point Plan: 
* Dismantling of the cur- 


Jeff Kennett: Wants a 10-team NSL. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 11, 2001" 


rent constitution and admin- 
istrative structure; 

* Establishment of-an 
Independent Commission; 

* The’ Commission will 
select a CEO charged with 
implementing and monitor- 
ing the strategy set by the 
Board and the day-to-day 
administration of the game; 

* Review of all current 
contracts with the view to 
starting afresh, (Importantly, 
Soccer Australia must, “itself, 
control its’ destiny); 

* Introduce a new nation- 
al competition; 

* Investigate the viability 
of establishing an 
Australasian competition; 
and 

* Strengthen and charge 
state Soccer federations 
jwith greater authority to 
introduce the policies of the 
Board. 
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Ryan Griffiths: “I intend to show Mickey that I'm worthy of a starting place. 


Canberrans seek re-entry 
into NSL 


oach of Northern Spirit, Mickey 

Hickman last week hailed 

goalpoacher, Ryan Griffiths as a 
great boost to the clab’s aspirations in 
the NSL, this year. 

According to Hickman, who himself 
was sent-off in the Week 9 match against 
Football Kingz: “I was very happy for 
Ryan, He has been very professional over 
the first eight or so weeks of the competi- 
tion. 

It is hard when you are not getting a 
start and coming off the bench for 10 min- 
uets here and 30 minutes there but Ryan 
has been great. 

He has worked hard at training and 
every time he has come onto the pitch he 
has injected some enthusiasm and lifted 
the side. 

It was great to see him score a couple 
because it will do his confidence the 
world of good.” 

Meanwhile, Griffiths is ready to contin- 
ue to take his chances to impress Coach 
Mick Hickman. 

Griffiths scored two goals in his first 
starting appearance of the season in 
Northern Spirit's 3 -2 win over the Kingz 
in Auckland Jast weekend and had anoth- 
er chance against Sydney United, over the 
weekend, to impress with Adrian 
Cervinski sitting out the second week of 
his two-game suspension. 

“T was really happy with the way things 
went, but I know I have to do it again this 
week to keep my spot because Adrian is a 


Mickey Hickman: Northern Spirit's 
coach. 


good player,” Griffiths said. 

“T felt great after scoring. It lifted a 
huge weight off my shoulders and I felt a 
lot more relaxed and comfortable. 

Griffiths, who had not scored a goal in 
21 NSL matches before notching a match- 
winning double against the Football 
Kingz in Auckland, added that, 

“| intend on taking on and running at 
players to try and show Hickey that I'm 
worth a starting place when Adrian comes 
back.” 

‘Three former Northern Spirit players 
Paul Bilokapic, Kresimir Marusic and 
Michael Cunico accompanied Sydney 
United to the North Sydney Oval over the 
weekend in what turned out to be a tense 
derby. : 


“Monaro score - 


_ By Graham Cooke 
Yoccer Canberra president 

‘Steve Doszpot has called on 

ACT supporters of the code 
come up with both ideas and 
mey to back a future applica- 
m to rejoin the National Soccer 


ie. 

He told Soccer Canberra's annual 
fing that despite persistent 
urs to the contrary, there was 

)posal for a new Canberra NSL. 
currently before Soccer 
la. 

is up to us to come up with a 

sition and I appeal for expres- 

of interest from anyone,” he 


"We have had two attempts at the 
i in the past, and both have failed 
m the playing and administrative 
ints of view. 
“The question is: How do we 
8 from here? 
it through throwing our weight 
ind the Belconnen Blue Devils in 
NSW Premier League, or indeed, 
we want to continue to spend 
and energy on an NSL entry?” 
szpot said Soccer Canberra 
to learn from the mistakes 
# had been made with the now 
ict Canberra Cosmos, and 
ised an‘inquiry into what went 
ig once the club had passed 
g the formal process of liqui- 
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boardroom victory 


By GrahsnyCeee 


‘onaro won a major 

victory in their cam- 

paign to field junior 
teams when clubs at the 
Soccer Ganberra annual 
meeting voted to allow them 
to become affiliate members 
of the junior competition. 

The vote is dependent on 
Monaro winning an appeal 
against a decision by the ACT 
Junior League not to grant them 
entry to the competition. 

However, Monaro officials 
feel they have gained a moral 
advantage on the wider stage, 
particularly as several promi- 
nent speakers supported their 
move to rejoin the junior ranks 
after a 10-year break. 

Monaro’s John Barilaro said 
the club had once had a thriving 
junior section drawn from 
Queanbeyan and surrounding 
areas. This had collapsed when 
the former Inter Monaro went 
out of existence in the early 
1990s. 

The senior club were quickly 
reconstituted as Monaro, but 
since then juniors could play 


only with the Queanbeyan and 
District club. 

Queanbeyan had opposed the 
return of Monaro juniors, stat- 
ing that the population: of the 
NSW city did not warrant two 
clubs. However, Barilaro told 
the annual meeting he thought 
there was the potential for up to 
1200 young people to play soc- 
cer in and around Queanbeyan 
while the District club catered 
for only about 500. 

Monaro’s application has 
fallen’ foul of a Junior League 
regulation that bars applicants if 
their membership is deemed to 
be detrimental to existing clubs. 

Among strong supporters of 
the club’s right to have juniors 


- was retiring Senior League 


chairman Joe Fusca, who said it 
was entirely compatible with 
the aim of promoting soccer. 

Fusca’s club, Juventus, had a 
similar battle to establish a 
junior section. The matter was 
settled after Juventus moved to 
the new Canberra area of 
Gungahlin. Monaro’s appeal is 
likely to be heard within the 
next few days. 

Other applicants who were 


accepted included Radford, cur- 
rently a Junior League member, 
which applied for affiliate 
membership of the Senior 
League, the =~ Southern 
Tablelands Soccer Association 
(affiliate membership of the 
Junior League); Woden Valley 
(affiliate membership of the 
Senior League) and Demons 
(affiliate membership of the 
Senior League). ¥ ‘ 

In the two-way battle for the 
vice presidency, policy and 
planning director Dean Grandy 
defeated incumbent Judith 
Clark. Grandy’s former position 
was taken by Robert Bennett; 
Dion Cannell was elected trea- 
surer and Barilaro joined the 
board of directors. 

Three life members, the first 
for six years, were approved by 
the meeting: Fusca, who has 
given more than 40 years of ser- 
vice to the game in Canberra, 
Ken Carter (a long-serving 
office-holder of Belconnen 
United) and Cass Hampton (a 


former office holder in Soccer ~ 


Canberra and the ACT 
Women’s Socver Association). 
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~ Tana angry over NSL ‘Kiss of Death’ comments 


By Richard Kreider Richard Kreider 


: seething Perth Glory 
Asn Nick Tana last 

week lashed out at South 
Melbourne president George 
Vasilopoulos over his remarks in 
the Herald Sun newspaper where 
he stated most of the National 
Soccer League clubs were termi- 
nally-destitute, 

“George  Vasilopoulos has 
presided over the demise of what 
was potentially one of the strongest 
clubs in Australia and now has the 
nerve to blame others for the 
National Soccer League’s prob- 
tems,” said Mr Tana. 

Vasilopoulos blamed the move: 
toward full professionalism as the 


have shown the way forward with 
investment by embracing a wider 
audience with strong marketing and 
a willingness to invest with a view to 
the long rather than the short term, 
have these people risen to the chal- 
lenge? 

“No. They have sniped, they have 
undermined and they have squan- 
dered opportunities, They have been 
too scared to broaden the appeal of 
their own clubs for fear of upsetting 
members on whom they rely for 
votes. 

“They have been too preoccupied 
in paying debts to the people of the 
past rather than concentrating on 
moving forward with a wider audi- 
ence. 

“They have been utterly content 
to see the game stuck in a time warp 


their private agendas and cronyism. 
Tt will be the new, dynamic clubs 
that take soccer at the national level 
to the mainstream and undo the 
tremendous damage done in the past 
by the short-sighted. 

“Doing this will not be easy but 
Perth Glory for one is a club which 
will continue to invest in making 
soccer a strong, competitive code 
with proper business practices, pro- 
fessional marketing and real invest- 
ment. 

“Well-intentioned people who 
have drip-fed the league and allowed 
the system to decay are doing more 
harm than good. For the benefit of 
the game such people should step 
aside. 

“People like George Vasilopoulos 
should go fishing and let people who 


Meanwhile, Tana believes Jeff 
Kennett’s blue-print for soccer is 
worth examining, but does not agree 
with the former Melbourne 
Premier's recommendation that the 
Soccer Australia Board should be 
removed from offiee. 

“T believe his blue-print has cer- 
tain merits but I_also believe he 
(Kennett) doesn’t fully understand 
the soccer scene in Australia,” he 
said. 

“The current Soccer Australia set- 
up has only been there since August 
and apart from #heriting a massive 
debt containing erroneaous con- 
tracts, their primary objective had 
been the World Cup campaign.” 

“So his accustations of Soccer 
Australia at this point in time are 
totally unwarranted.” 


major downfall of the NSL clubs, 
where they continually struggle with 
increasing wage bills and expenses. 
‘The presdent was quoted as saying 
the NSL “has only another year left 
init.” 

“He (Vasilopoulos) has presided 
overa club which had an injection of 
millions of dollars from the World 
Club Championship,” Mr Tana said. 

“Was that used as the base for 
expansion, for investment in one of 
soccer's most important markets? 
No, the money has been squan- 
dered.” 

“Some clubs have seen the way 
forward, haye identified the desper- 


Nick Tana: “People like 
Vasilopoulos should go fishing.” 


ate need for long-term inyestment to 
produce a strong, full-time, league 
which can tetain its better players 
and offer them a professional option 
at home instead of overseas. 

“Others have seen this not as a 
challenge but a threat.” They are the 
people who have held soccer back in 
Australia, They have been desperate 
to protect their own patch of turf, 
content to live on the proceeds of 
player sales, with no desire to builda 
strong competition for the good of 
the game. 

“When clubs like Perth Glory 


where players who are the equal of 
many who go overseas were expect- 
ed to sell cars or lay bricks to earn a 
living and then turn up twice a week 
for training. 

“Even then, by their own admis- 
sion, they could barely cover costs, 
presumably hoping for a star to 
emerge every now and then so they 
could survive on the transfer fee for 
a season or two. 

“Ttis not the clubs with vision that, 
have dragged the NSL to its current 
situation, 

“It was the old-fashioned, nar- 
row-minded clubs who did the dam- 
‘age, hell-bent on persisting with 


SOUTH ENGULFED IN REVOLT 


want the game to progress get on 
with it” 


George Vasilopoulos: South 
Melbourne president. 


By Bert Vent Badal, 


hile facing a revolt against parts of his 
Wee and himself, South Melbourne 

president George Vasilopoulos warned 
the NSL was headed for extinction after admitting 
his club and many other teams were on the brink of 
insolvency. 

“There is not one club in the NSL which 
makes money,” Vasilopoulos said. “I don’t 
think the competition has got another >. 4 
year the way it is going,” aie 

His comments came after South 
Melbourne beat Adelaide 
City Force 2-1 last Sunday 
week in front of a paltry 
2,877 spectators. It was the 
smallest crowd at Bob Jane 
Stadium, illustrating — the 
malaise the Lakeside club is 
finding itself in, 

“We took $3800 at the gate, 
but we have costs of $50,000 for 
one game,” Vasilopoulos said. 
“The national competition is on the 
brink. We've come to the end of the 
road.” 

Vasilopoulos blamed full-time professional- 
ism as the root of the problems. “The money isn’t 
there for full-time coaches, full-time players and full- 
time support staff. 

“We are paying $80,000 and $100,000 per year to 
players without an income stream. There is no money 
from TV rights. Sponsorship is reduced in a depressed 

. economy,” he said. 

But members of the New South reform group that 
failed to win majority support at the club’s election 
three months ago are again spoiling for the departure 
of Vasilopoulos. 

A New South member Nick Zervos, who is on the 
South board, called for a vote of no confidence in 
Vasilopoulos last week but failed to get a seconder. “I 

_am concerned at the state of the club,” Zervos, a Sotic- 
itor,said. 

A letter has gone out to South supporters warming 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


- ; , 
that unless certain measurers are implemented mem- 


bers opposed to Vasilopoulos will take out a court 
order to force an annual general meeting, which they 
argue should legally have taken place of November 
30. 


The letter also said it wanted reports of the club 
“being on the fringes of insolvency clarified”. 
There are also reports the club has been missing out 
‘on a $1 million in sponsorship. South is said not only 
to have lost mainstream sponsorship support but 
also from its traditional base, the Greek 
business community. 
“We had pledges for $1 million in 
sponsorship,” said another New 
South identity Phil Diamataris. 
“We could still get that spon- 
sorship, but only if (George) 
Vasilopoulos 


alot for the club over 13 years. 
But it is time for him to go,” he 
said. 
Vasilopoulos has acted defiantly. 
“We won a democratic election 

three months ago. But we have an 
Opposition that is trying to undermine 
us. They are doing all the damage,” said 
Vasilopoulos, who vowed he'd walk away 


from the position if someone were to walk in with a _ 


million dollars. 


is prepared to quit. He has done * 


gia Mulphy “tis best Hihand ina 
s transter fecicst 


“| will give 100 Petgent ee every game as: 1 
always do.” 

Murphy joined United in Le and has been'a 
consistent part of the team inthe last tw 
sons, shunning offers to play elsewhere d 
the team inability 10 gain ee te the 
miership. 


DE AMICIS SLOTS BACK IN LINE: 


By Bert van Bedaf Bert van Bedaf 


outh Melbourne defender 
Fausto DeAmicis returned to 
the fold against Adelaide City 
Force a fortnight ago, abiding by the 
club’s deeision to appoint someone 
other than him as captain. 
When he was overlooked for the 
captaincy nearly four weeks ago after 


injury sidelined captain Paul Trimboli i 
for three months, an angry DeAmicis 
walked out on the club. 

He was dropped from the senior side 
and played one game in the youth team. 
He rejoined the senior side last Sunday 
week after missing two matches. 

Having been vice-captain for six 
years, the fact that coach Eddie 
Kmcevic overlooked him hit hard. 


was very 


said. 


after Christmas. 


disappointed,” 
DeAmicis explained. “But the decision 
has been made and life must go on,” he 


Injured striker Vaughan Coveny is 
making quick progress. He is expected 
to be back in the South attack shortly 


South Melbourne will be at home 
against Brisbane Strikers on Sunday, . 


December 16, 6pm. It’s home match 
against champion Wollongong Wolves 
will be on Friday, December 21, 
7.30pm. 

The Melbourne Knights are away to 
the Wollongong Wolves on Saturday. 
Their next home game won't be until 
January 6, 2002, when Parramatta 
Power visits Sunshine. 
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By Roy Hay 


Melbourne Knights Youth 4 
Albury Wodonga 2 

lbourne Knights Youth and 

Albury Wodonga had a tough 
battle at Knights Stadium on Saturday 
before the Knights finally came out on 
top by four goals to two. Karly on it did 
not look like it was going to be a close 
affair as the Knights piled on three 
goals 


‘Tomislay Razoy opened after 22 min- 
ties, closely followed by Simon Vescio 
and Bill Natsioulas in 25 and 34 minutes 
respectively, Then came the Warriors 
fightback as Kevin Pretty continued his 
fine run of form with goals in 36 and 47 
minutes, 

Tops for the Knights were Ramazan 
Tavsancioglu, Sam Kalakias and Savas 
sen. Preity was the Warriors hero with 
six goals now in the last five games. 


Green Gully 1 
Sth Melbourne Eagles 2 


‘oe Nikolic put Green Gully 

Cavaliers one-up against South 
Melbourne Eagles in 52 minutes after 
the teams had played an even, but 
scoreless first half. 

Aristios Dimas equalised for the 
Eagles in 67 minutes and most fans 
thought the match was going to end at 
‘one-all fill Thrahim Ibraimi popped up 
with alate winner for the Academy in 88 


WNSL ROUND SIX 
lhe top three - NSW 
Sapphires, Canberra 
Eclipse, and 
Queensland Sting - each won 
last weekend, leaving no 
positional changes on the 
ladder, These matches were 
the last of the WNSL action 
before the _ traditional 
extended break, during 
which the Australia Cup is 
played. The league then 
resumes on 2-3 February. 
CANBERRA ECLIPSE 3 
(Amy Wilson 2m, 91+m, 
Peita-Claire Hepperlin 39m) 
defeated ADELAIDE SEN- 


‘minutes. Tbraimi, Steve Esposito, Samim 
Rahim and Theo Petidis were best forthe 
Eagles. 


Preston Lions 1 
Melbourne Knights 9 
made the mistake of taking 
the lead against the Melbourne 
Knights Academy when Damir Knezev 
scored after 29 miuntes. 

Debeve put the Academy in front in 
35 minutes. He completed his hat-trick 
‘Within a minute of the start of the second 
half and added a fourth in 56 minutes. 

‘Xhezair Sulemani converted a penalty 
in 70 minutes and also scored another, 
while singled by Dario Matkovic, Boris 
Ovcin and Fikret Husanovie completed 
the rout. 


Bulleen Zebras 1 
South Melbourne Institute 4 


fter an even first half, South 

bourne Institute overpowered 

Bullen Zebras to win by four goals to 
one. 

Marino Gasparis pulled a goal back 
two minutes after the break. Sebastian 
Petrovie made it four in the last minute. 
Robert Santlli was outstanding in goal 
for the Zebras, while Gasparis, Darren 
Nedza and Ari Vlahos were the best of 
the outfield players, South Mefbourne 
was the better side and deserved its win, 
as it was down (0 ten men for much ofthe 
game, Petrovie and Denitis promoted 
from the Academy side have deserved 
their elevation. 


NORTHERN DIVISION 
ROUND 10 RESULTS 


Maron Stallions Youth 2 
(Come 7’, Mengi 77’ 
Sydney United Youth 3 
(Cevenini 33°. a 42", 


ofa United Youth 


oe ar 
Northern Spirit Youth 
(Fisher 27°) 


QAS 
(Hilton 33°, Pettofata 52’, Burley 68°) 


Groves 57, Vic 667, Holman 73") 
Marconi Stallions Colts 
(Polito 15", Licciardella 39, Dufjell 55’) 


AIS 

Sydney United Youth 
Parramatta Power Youth 
Newcastle United Youth 
Wollongong Wolves Youth 
Marconi Stallions Youth 


Olympic Sharks Youth 
Northern Spirit Youth 
Brisbane Toro 
Sydney United Colts 
Marconi Stallions Colts 


5 
1 


il 


3. Wollonzong Wolves Youth 2 
(Delis 23° pen, Austin 34°) 
Sydney United Colts 0 
‘ACTAS 


3 


Santaid 50° pen) 


(Davidson 32", Casey 51') 
Brisbane Toro 


ROUND 9 LADDER 


eronnmnoonscocoreds 


WNSL — ROUND FIVE 


SATION 0 at West 
Belconnen Leagues Club, 
Canberra Canberra Eclipse 
welcomed their first win at 
home on Sunday, a 3-0 result 
against Adelaide Sensation. 
Canberra were the more dan- 
gerous overall and a stronger 
physical presence. Adelaide 
also enjoyed solid periods of 
possession but were rarely 
able to penetrate the rock-solid 
Eclipse defence. 

Canberra were in the lead 
within the first two minutes, 
Amy Wilson's strike from the 
left edge of the 18-yard box 
bobbling under the keeper's 


Sudney University 


Wowen’s Soccer C.us 


Ist Division Coach 
Women’s State League 2002 


The Club is seeking a suitably qualified coach 
for our debut season. 
The successful applicant must have a min. 
Level 2 coaching accreditation & experience in 
coaching Women’s State League or equivalent. 


All Enquiries: 
David Brady Ph: (02) 9351 8109 
e-mail: davidb@suwsa.usyd.edu.au 


Soccer Club President 
Emma Keir Ph: 0416 047 722 
e-mail: soccer@suwsa.usyd.edu.au 


APPLICATIONS CLOSE 
Monday 24th December 2001 
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body. Eclipse retained the 
upper hand until Sensation 
started knocking the ball 
around well for the fifteen 
minutes before the break. 
‘Then against the run of play, 
Canberra doubled the lead, 
Peita-Claire Hepperlin playing 
a one-two with Caitlin Munoz 
before placing her shot from 
15 metres on the left. 

Canberra kept the Adelaide 
defence much the busier of the 
two in the second half, shots 
from Sacha Wainwright, 
Munoz, and Wilson saved or 
blocked. The home side final- 
ly broke through with a third 
goal in stoppage time, Wilson 
unmarked and with only the 
keeper to beat. 

Eclipse ~+ Read, Starr, 
Borucinski, Taylor (Brew 75), 
Davies, P — Hepperlin, 
Wainwright, Karp, Thomson 
(Somi 85), Wilson, Munoz (D 
Hepperlin 65). 

Sensation -  Trimboli, 
Yozz0, Burgess, May, Winn, 
Stocco (Harrison 75); 
Salisbury, Madden, 
Papageorgiou (Slater 65), 
Augimeri, De Vanna (Walsh 
83). 


NSW SAPPHIRES 4 
(Michelle Carney 2m, 16m, 
Taryn Rockall 4m, Alicia 
Cavanagh 31m) defeated 
NORTHERN NSW PRIDE 2 
(Hayley Crawford 7m, Pelay 
Ingles 55m) at Weston Park, 
Newcastle Frontrunners NSW 
Sapphires rested several of 
their starting lineup on 
Sunday, but their younger side 
still came away with a 4-2 win 
against last-placed Northern 
NSW Pride. Northern pulled a 
goal back soon after conceding 
two in the opening four min- 
tutes, but the Sapphires pulled 
away to lead 4-1 at the break. 
Michelle Camey opened 


Julie Murray 


NSW’s account from long 
range, with teammate Taryn 
Rockall scoring direct from 
the comer kick shortly after, 
Pride hit straight back three 
minutes later when Hayley 
Crawford converted. a corner 
with a solid header. NSW's 
Camey then helped set up her 
own goal before finishing 
from 10 metres, and Alicia 
Cavanagh scored goal number 
four on the half-hour from out- 
side the 18-yard box. 

Northem were fired up for 
the Second half, restricting the 
NSW attack and denying them 
any further goals. Pride scored 
again to take the score to 4-2 
with a long distance shot by 
Pelay Ingles, and were 
unlucky not to stage a come- 
back when Katie Gill hit the 
crossbar soon after. 

Pride - Betteridge (Logue 
19), Ingles, Attwill, Stevens, 
Shepherd, Amber Neilson, 
McMinn (Dunne 75), 
Colthorpe (Alley 46), Palmer 
(Randall 73), Gill, Crawford. 

Sapphires - Kell, Tann- 
Darby, Collins (Gilbert 60), 
Slatyer, Rockall, McCallum, 
Kimber (Davison 58), 
Ledbrook, Carney, Cannuli 
(Blayney 83), Cavanagh 
(Golebiowski 73). 
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ROUND 8 RESULTS 

Melbourne Knights Youth 4 Albury Wodonga 2 
(Tomislav Razov, Bill Natsioulas, 
Samony Kalakias, Simon Vescio} 
Bullen Zebras 


(Marino Gasparis) 


2 


Green Gully 


WOMAN OEN RWW We ee 
cH 


QUEENSLAND STING 1 
(Natalie Thomas 70m) defeat- 
ed VICTORIA VISION 0 at 
Kingston Heath Soccer 
Complex, Melbourne 

Queensland Sting finished 
with a 1-0 win over underdogs 
Victoria Vision in Saturdayis 
WNSL Round Six game, 
thanks to a Natalie Thomas 
goal twenty minutes from 
time. 

In.a repeat of their Round 
One clash, Queensland Sting 
found it hard to break down 
the resolute Victorian defence 
in the blustery conditions, 
before finally producing the 
winner in the latter stages of 
the game. 

The Sting dominated the 
game throughout, and attacked 
at will, but finding a clear path 
to goal was another matter. 
Although with the wind in the 
first half, Vision had just the 
‘one chance on goal, Selin 
Kuralay heading just over. 

Queensland lifted after 
half-time and looked more 
dangerous on the attack, led by 
the forays of Natalie Thomas. 
However, more opportunities 
passed unconverted through 
inaccurate finishing or were 
cleaned up by Vision’s back- 
line and goalkeeper. 

A Sting shot frustratingly 


(Joe Nikolic) 


LEAGUE LADDER RD8 * 


South Melbourne 
South Melbourne Eagles Ac 
Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights Acad. 
Bulleen Zebras 
Albury Wodonga 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Preston Lions. 


Melbourne Knights Acad. v South Melbourne Eagles 


Albury Wodonga v Bulleen Zebras, (Myrtleford, 5 pm) 


(Kevin Pretty 2) 


Vince Lia, Sebastian Petrovic) 
Preston Lions 
(Damir Knezev) 


Fiizet Husanovic) 


1 South Melbourne Eagles = 2 
(4escios Dimas, Ibrahim Ibraimi) 


wet e 2a 
er | 
Pree nvoHs 


ROUND 9 FIXTURES 


(Knights Stadium, 7.30 pm) 


Preston Lions v South Melbourne Inst. (Connor Reserve, 5 pm) 
Green Gully v Melbourne Knights Youth 


(Green Gully Reserve, 5 pm) 


1 South Melbourne Institute 4 
(Gianni Denitis, Steven Pace. * 


1 Melbourne Knights Acagemy9 
(Daniel Debeve 4, Xhezair Setermami 
Dario Matkovic, Boris Ovein, 


LRA 


Ahawwene 


6 - Alicia CAVANAGH NSW Sapphires 
5 - Caitlin MUNOZ Canberra Eclipse 
4- Kelly GOLEBIOWSKI NSW Sapphires 
3- Katie GILL Northern NSW Pride 

3 - Heather GARRIOCK NSW Sapphires 
3- Lisa WARRENER NSW Sapphires 


struck the woodwork midway  Kuralay. 
through the second term, but Sting - Nichols, Nolan, 
not long after, the visitors were Grant, Bartlett, McShea, 


finally rewarded, Thomas 
leaving the goalkeeper with no 
chance with a fantastic strike 
Suibiie edge of the 18-yard 


sion - Barbieri, Bisby, 
Wright (Lamb 75), 
Groenewald, McEvoy, 
Minstrel, ‘Riek, 
Digiammarco, Smith, Pacella, 


Reuter, Hohnke (Canham 62), 
Ferguson, Tramacchi, Harch, 
Thomas (Mitchell 80)- 


TWENTY-SIX AT 
SELECTION CAMP 


wrenty-six invited players will 
attend the Australia Cup Pre- 
Selection Camp this Monday 
to Thursday at the Australian 
Institute of Sport under new 
National Coach Adrian Santrac, 


Melissa BARBIERI Victoria Vision 
Melinds MINSTREL 
Victoria Vision 
Louisa BISBY Victoria Vision 
‘Amber NEILSON 
Northen NSW Pride 
Alicia CAVANAGH NSW Sapphites 
Zoe NOLAN Queensland Sting 
Rhian DAVIES Canberra Eclipse 
Joanne PETERS NSW Sapphires 
Alicia FERGUSON 
‘Queensland Sting 
Sue READ Canberra Eclipse |) ~ 

Heater GARRIOCK 


Taryn ROCRAELNSW Sapphires 
Kelly GOLEBIOWSKI 
NSW Sapphires 
Cheryl SALISBURY 
‘Adelaide Sensation 

Pam GRANT Queensland Sti 
Bridgette STARR Canberra 
Lisn HARTLEY Canberra Eclipse 
Anissa TANN-DARBY 
NSW Sapphires 
Peits-Ciaire HEPPERLIN 
‘Canberra Eclipse 
‘Amy TAYLOR Canberra Eclipse 
Cassandra RELL NSW Supphires 
Gill THOMSON Cantera Eclipse 
April MANN Queensland Sting 
Sacha WAINWRIGHT 
Canberra Eclipse 
Kale MeSHEA Queensland Sting 
‘Amy WILSON Canberra Eclipse 


apsw (S} 


Clubs spread Xmas joy amongst kids 


clubs (except Football Kingz FC) visited 

local hospitals- to offer well wishes and 
good cheer before Christmas. The Kingz FC will 
conduct their visit in Auckland on Wednesday 
December 12. 

While it is not uncommon for clubs to do these 
community visits by themselves, this is the first 
occasion that ALL NSL clubs will visit hospitals on 
the one day, with the aim of spreading a little cheer 
to those children, who most probably will spend 
Christmas in a hospital. 

NSL General Manager Stefan Kamasz was 
pleased that the clubs have got together for this 


Yiwe Monday December 10, all NSL 


family, 


to give them a lift.” 


“Tt is terrific that all the clubs are participating in 
this national event and I am sure they will get just as 
much out of it, as will the children they visit.” 


By Otto Bader 


| Pe aag To Tackle next Target, 
N.after an enforced one-week layoff 
penultimate weekend, the Wolves 
made the best of the free-time in vary- 
ing the training routine. 

Players need a lift in spiritto find back 
to form and harmony thus the coaching 
staff took the boys off the paddock to the 
gymnasium for stamina training and the 
swimming pool to loosen up. 

According to General Manager 
Graeme Haney the team is capable of 
lifting themselves out of the doldrums, 
needing to believe in their ability to suc- 
ceed and winning games. 

With Paul Reid overseas, newcomer 
Alex Castro may get his chance. Coach 
Ron Corry has.several upcoming talents 
for selection - impressive new signings 
Darren McDonald, local boy Vlado 
Srbinoyski, youngsters Greg Sharland, 
Naum Sekulovski, Liam Austin and 
Harvey Rodriguez are all in waiting, 
ready to command a spot in the team to 
replace any out-of-form regulars. 

‘The tide towards success must tum 
and will eventual, the fans are hoping for 
better results just around the corner. It is 
hard job to find the proper team compo- 
sition in winning matches. 


‘occer Company Development --- on 

the business side of the club some 
‘new structures are planned with immedi- 
ate effect. New CEO, Mike Crowe, a pro- 
fessional in management and leadership 
skills is going to concentrate on a strate- 
gic direction to lift the prominence of the 
Wolves soccer merchandise. With his 
contacts in the corporate world new 
financial business partners need to be 
attracted to ensure the club remains 
viable, surviving years to. come and pros- 
per for the good of soccer in Illawarra. 
Pretty soon important promotional news 
is expected from the Wolves den. 


important event within their 
local communities. 

“Christmas is meant to be a 
happy time for everyone, 
spent at home with the 


Unfortunately there are 
many people who 
will not be able to do 
this and it is impor- 
tant that we recognise these people and do our best 


Naum Sekulovski: Wollongong 
Wolves’ young hopeful. 


General Manager Graeme Haney is flat 
out to invest his energy into the opera- 
tional side of the teams from first grade, 
youth grade, womens teams and junior 
sides, all functioning well. Graeme sees 
the new appointment together with 
restructuring of management duties as a 
progressive moye. 

The next home game at WIN stadium 
against Melbourne Knights on Saturday 
December 15, will be a pre-Christmas 
celebration with Santa Claus coming to 
greet all youngsters and some adults. 
Take your family to WIN Stadium, dont 
miss out on the fun. 


occer Live-in Camp - last reminder 

for young soccer players from U/L1s 
to U/i4 to enrol by Friday 14th 
December for this unique training camp 
held at Campus East of the University of 
Wollongong and Brandon Park. Contact 
the Wolves office Eddie Tesoro on 
42263988 quickly. 


llawarra - Format 2002 Revamped On 

Demand a majority of local soccer 
clubs from both thes!CU Premier and 
Conference leagues decided in a special 
General Club Meeting last week held at 
the Fraternity Club Auditorium to change 
the planned 14 team and 15 team compe- 
titions. 

Initially the clubs required the ISA 
Board to work out a satisfactory solution 
aiming to meet everybodys expectations. 
It turned out to be not acceptable to a cer- 
tain lobby group among the members 
which succeeded to convince three quar- 
ter of all clubs to pressurise the 
Association for a 12 team Premier 
League plus a 17 team Conference 
league. Both playing 22 rounds which 
conforms with last years competitions. 

During the meeting a hectic, some- 
times irrational debate erupted, difficult 
for the Chairman to control, innuendo 
and allegations were made, some with 
substance some not. Various points con- 
cerning single clubs were raised, rules 
and regulations were interpreted in a way 
suiting the individual speakers. 

Eventually a cool head prevailed, 
appealing to the forum to remain reason- 
able, looking for ways and means to cre- 
ate workable competitions to suit all 
clubs. 

The acceptable proposal tabled to be 
adopted for 2002 and 2003 is to play a 12 
team Premier League competition with 
home and away games, three grades, 
with relegation / promotion each season. 
In Conference league the remaining 17 
clubs play 17 rounds, each other once 
similar to the earlier suggestion from 
South Coast United, considered as 
acceptable by the Association previously. 
Circumstances forced the Board to sway 
for another format, which was tumed 
over by the General Meeting. 

Going back to the 17 team competition 
after 17 rounds the clubs are separated on 
points into 3 groups of 6 teams in group 


A, 6in group B and 5 plus BYE in group 
C, Each group A,B,C of 6 or 5 plus BYE 
play once more against each other - home 
or away to be looked at - to make up 22 
rounds. Teams in group A after round 17 
automatically go into play-offs with the 
top team from B and C thus after 22 
rounds making up the top 8 for play-offs, 
Reserve and Youth Grade play-offs top 8 
will be decided after round 17 where 
after they follow their First Grade. After 
22 rounds the First and Second placed 
team are eligible for promotion to 
Premier League replacing the last two in 
that league. 

Itall sounds artificial, since once again 
no home/away fixtures apply. Time will 
tell whether this set-up survives or needs 
cosmetic changes if one or the other club 
should unite or drop out of the associa- 
tion altogether. 


lhe majority of clubs decided to go 

with above - 4 clubs out of 29 did 
not attend the meeting, apologies or 
absent. It is not the ideal composition but 
seems to be> generally satisfactory to 
most clubs. 

One rather critical item has bee 
referred back to the Boards decision con- 
cerning the final format of the 12 Premier 
League clubs. While 10 teams select 
themselves, the Association must select 
two clubs out of four originally invited. 
Who ever misses out will be disappoint 
ed but needs to take the Boards final 
decision as valid and authorised by the 
members. 

Some of the four applicants have cre- 
dentials favoured over others, all deserve 
a place in the top league thus creating a 
lot of consideration’ headache for the 
ISA. A final decision has and will be 
made this week. After that no more mod- 
ifications are possible since the competi- 
tion draws are to be looked at and the 
starting date in March 2002 to be fixed. 
Pre-season knock-outs have to be pre- 


pared as well as the Bampton 
petition. 

The Associations Board went to great 
length in order to accommodate the 
expectations of all teams;anany meetings 
needed to work out a system. All direc- 
tars are volunteers, donating their free 
time to foster soccer in our area, looking 
for the co-operation and support of all 29 
member clubs. Next Years Annual 
General Meeting with election of direc- 
tors provides an opportunity for another 
enthusiast soccer supporter to put his or 
her name on a nomination form to work 
on the Board. 


Cup com- 


ssociation’s New Office Contacts - 

With the relecation of the adminis- 
tration to new premises at the Fraternity 
Club new phone and fax numbers are 
now connected. For the ISA senior body 
two phones are operating 42856929 and 
42837978 and fax number 42855625 and 
for the I.J.S.A. the junior soccer associa- 
tion phone 42835777, fax 42833413. You 
can still ring the old phone number dur- 
ing the next three months or fax - both 
will be diverted to the new location. 


tponement - Shellharbour City 
Soccer Club had to put back their 
Meet-the Coach welcome B-B-Que. now 
on Saturday 15th December, caused by a- 
family bereavement. Head Coach Barney 
King still conducts once-per-week ball 
skills sessions on Thursdays at Keith 
Bond Oval. He indicated being interested 
and available to visit junior teams at Oak 
Flats and Shellharbour Junior Soccer 
clubs for special coaching clinics, Dont 
hesitate to contact Barney on 42612642 
or Citys President Andy Campbell on 
48852360 after working hours, either 
will make arrangements necessary to 
come to your ground. This way the senior 
soccer club believes giving something 
back to the juniors thus winning eventual 
their support for future seasons. 
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done 


well: Adrian 
Madaschi 


120 Socceroo skipper, 

Adrian Madaschi has 

spent the past few 
years playing in the youth 
ranks of Italian club 
Atalanta, whom he helped 
take out last season’s 
Primavera Coppa Italia. 

Over the off-season the 19- 
year old agreed to spend the 
2001/02 campaign with Serie 
C side Monza and, after scat- 
tered appearances off the 
bench, the talented defender 
has featured.in the starting 
line-up of each of the club’s 
past three League outings. 
Last week, TRIBALFOOT- 

BALL caught up with 
Madaschi to discuss his sum- 
mer move, playing in Italy 
and the season so far. 


to Monza 

I joined Monza at the start of 
this’ season as a part of a loan 
agreement that runs for one 
season. It allows me to learn 
more about the game and gain 
senior first team experience, all 
of which will be a vital step- 
ping stone for the years to 
come. 

At the end of the season I'll 
again be considered an 
Atalanta player and they'll 
decide on what I’ll do. That is, 
whether I will return to 
Atalanta with the first team, or 
whether I go out and play in 
another Serie C or B club 
depending on the offers and 
how I go this season. 


How did the loan deal come 
about? 

The deal was part of an 
agreement with Atalanta, 
Monza and my manager and 
was one that had interests and 
benefits for all parties. Here in 
Italy, it is a very common thing 
for young players who have 
just come out of playing the 
Primavera league to move to 
clubs of lower category in 
order to gain experience. 

It’s rare for a young player to 
be put straight into a Serie A 
first team — unless of course 
you're a wiz-kid - as they don’t 
want to put their faith in young- 
sters who lack experience. 

Young players are encour- 
aged to go to Serie C or B clubs 


for a few years and then, 
depending on one’s progress, 
an eventual return to their orig- 
inal club. 

Monza ix better known for 
foc 


car 
why did y in them 
The reason I joined Monza is 
that it was a club located close 
to Bergamo, the city where 
Atalanta is based, and that 
would still allow me to keep in 
contact with my ‘mother club’ 
and the people involved with it. 
T also knew that Monza was 
a great place to allow a younger 
player to learn the tricks of the 
trade and that many of Serie 
A’s talents and superstars have 
been through Monza’s ranks, 


_S0 that presented well. 


The club’s training facilities 
are of optimal standards and 
the pitches are fantastic. 

It is a club that is adminis- 
tered well and the people 
around it are very welcoming 
and helpful so these were the 
principle reasons. I figured it 
would be a good starting posi- 
tion for me to develop further 
as a player and I hope that this 
can come true. 


After establishing y 
as a regular in the Atalanta 
youth teams aver the past few 
years, how are you finding the 
adjustment to first team foot- 
ball at Monza? 

One thing I must say is that 
Serie C football is very com- 
petitive and I don’t think many 
people realise this. 

Whether you are playing 
against the best team in the 
league or the worst, it’s always 
going to be a tough battle for 
100 minutes. No one gives you 
any room to capitalize on .., 
can guarantee you that! 


On a personal level, 
happy with the way thin 
coming along? 

Td say that on a personal 
basis yes I am happy. It’s taken 
a while for me to get the regu- 
lar starts that I was hoping for, 
but nothing comes easy and the 
last few games are fruit of my 
very hard training, persistence 
and patience in waiting for my 
chance. 

So far I think T have done 


Adrian Madaschi (left) tackles Stephen Hughes of Scottish side, Glasgow Rangers during a friendly between Rangers 
U/21’s and the Young Socceroos, last year at the North Sydney Oval. 


well and can honestly say that I 
am up to the standards. 

But there is no such thing as 
a regular spot here so week-in 
week-out you must train very 
hard and prove that you are the 
right person who should be 
starting on Sunday. 

I take every week one at a 
time, putting in my full effort 
and concentration at training to 
try and combine the new things 
I’m learning at Monza with 
those I’m used to doing in 
order to improve each and 
every aspect of my game. This 
of course is a very hard thing! 

I still have a hell of a lot of 
learning to do this season and 
in the future and I am more. 
than excited to see what the sit- 
uation will be 6 months from 
now ... let’s hope all will be 
positive! 
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Your new club haven't had 


the bes 


ting in the bottom 
ladder, De yeu think Moi 
will be able to turn 


Ass you said, we have not had 
the greatest start to our season 
but I firmly believe that we can 
get back on track and look to 
getting into the play-offs and 
try and make our way back into 
Serie B. 


‘The team is very young, has 
a great desire to train hard, 
make the sacrifices and arrive 
to the top. 

There is some great young 
talent and some very good 
experienced players. I think our 
problem is based on mentality 


and each and every player 
needs to take just a little bit 
more responsibility of one’s 
self to help the team run in per- 
fect unison — that is, everyone 
having the same mentality and 
working for each other. 

When we are able to do this I 
think things will pan out very 
well and I hope that this can 
come about as soon as possible 
for the benefit of the team and 
then each individual. 

What are your 
goals for t 
cl? 

My main aim is to leam as 
much as possible from football 
... that is the tricks, discipline, 
determination and effort 
required for competing at this 
level, and higher levels as well. 
I need to always put in maxi- 
mum effort to get the rewards 


ms and 
n in Serie 


at the end, no matter what they 
may be. 

My goal with Monza is to 
play ten to fifteen, — hopefully 
closer to the latter —. full 
games this season and to show 
myself off to the major clubs 
here and the people that count. 
need to prove to my ‘mother 
club’, Atalanta, that I am learn- 
ing, maturing and progressing 
as a player and that I am also 
acquiring what I will hopefully . 
need for an eventual return to 
the senior team. 

I am always positive and 
optimistic about this because 
that is the major goal. 


‘Adrian Loves His Steaks’ 


hampionship — teams 
know they're only as 


good = as._—their 


n 

Blessed with incredible ball 
skills, agility, anticipation and 
vision, Adelaide Force’s man 
between the uprights, Adrian 
Cagalj, can confidently mar- 
shal a sound defensive unit 
that can send a shiver through 
any imposing strike force. 

Tn a game of instinct, 
Adrian has come of age as a 
Keeper, and has the creden- 
tials necessary to achieve suc- 
cess both on and off the pitch. 

Whilst he is still making 
wayes on home soil, ABSW 
caught up with Adrian, (ironi- 
cally Adrian and I are good 
friends from way back....but 
more of that later), and his 
girlfriend Tabatha, to talk 


about hangover cures, 
Adrian’s ‘70's flares, and how 
to cook a mean steak! 


DR: From what age have 

you been playing this great 
e? 

AC: I started playing Soccer 
when I was 8 years old, 

DR: To be a good footballer 
you have to be able to play in 
any position. Are you a 
proven ‘goal keeper’, and have 
you ever craved for the glory 
of goal scoring? 

ACY I started playing Soccer 
for Altona City Soccer Club 
with the Under 9’s. I was a left 
winger and I did score a few 
goals. Then I moved to a central 
striker and I was runner-up Top 
Scorer (U10's), A new coach 
came in and I played central 
midfield and the odd game up 
front, Finally at Under 12’s the 
couch played me as central 
defender and then our keeper left 
and T went in goals, So I've 
worked my way backwards in 
this game, 

DR: Which League do you 
rate as the world’s best? 

ACs I think the Italian 
League, even though the English 
claim theirs is. Italy has more 
classy players spread out in their 
counity, 

DR: If you could play for 
any team in the world, which 
one would it be? 

ACs T never really thought 
about it. I guess it would Real 
Madrid or AC Milan (leaning 
towards Milan because Tabatha 
‘wants to shop there)! 

DR; At the close of both sea~ 
son 1999-2000 and 2000-2001, 
you headed for trials with 
‘English side's Stoke City and 
Sheffield United. How close 
were you to signing? 

AC: I went to Sheffield in 
July 2000 and spent two weeks 
there, which was good experi- 
ence for me. This was my first 
trial and it was good to see how 
they train goalkeepers overseas, 
T did quite well and we actually 
spoke about money and personal 
stuff. But a transfer fee was an 
‘issue, plus the work permit. 

“My second trial was at Stoke 
which was a more concrete offer 
as they needed a keeper. They 
watched me play and called me 
over in view of signing me. In 
short, when Peter Schmeichel 
signed with Aston Villa, the 3rd 
choice keeper there Went on a 
free transfer and decided to trial 
at Stoke of all places. They 
chose him, 

DR: Our battle to qualify for 
the 2002 World Cup came to a 
disappointing end. Another 
dark moment in Australian 
Soccer, fighting for qualifica- 


tion, Is this something that 
plays on your mind when on the 
field and competing at club 
level? 

AC; It’s important to never 
take your position for granted. 
On the other hand if you go out 
on the field worrying about mak- 
ing mistakes or getting dropped 
then you will make mistakes. 
Mistakes happen, but if your 
frame of mind is negative then 
there's no chance you can play 
well. I'd rather play positive and 
stuff up, than play negative and 
show everyone watching ['m 
scared to make a mistake. 

DR: Fellow Keeper, Mark 
Bosnich said “You play for your 
Club for money and your 
Country for love”. Do you have 
similar thoughts on the Club vs, 
Country saga? 


of a lottery, so we'll wait and 


see. 

DR: What are the qualities 
of a good coach? 

AC: Every coach is different, 
whether it’s their knowledge of 
the game, the way training is 
carried out, management skills, 
communication. A coach has to 
have a good idea, theory about 
the game, its tactics etc. He has 
to transfer all these from his 
head and into the players’ heads. 
Training has to be productive 
and not boring. You can train 
three times a day six days a 
week. This won't be productive 
if the sessions are rubbish. 
People skills are a must. The 
coach doesn’t have to be one of 
the boys, but he doesn’t have to 
speak to you only when he wants 
to mubbish you. 


Adelaide City’s custodian, Adrian Cagalj with his 
vivacious lady, Tabatha Becker. 


AC: I understand what he 
means. Your Club is your 
employer. If I for example go 
out in the workforce and get a 
job, that doesn’t automatically 
mean I’m going to like the peo- 
ple I work with, get along with 
my boss, or even like the compa- 
ny T work for. But they are pay- 
ing my wages so I put up with it. 
Same as when a player moves 
clubs, he might find it hard to get 
along with teammates, or prefers 
the coaches at his old club. 
Playing for your country no one 
forces you to do so, So it is a 
decision that’s totally up to you. 

DR: If you make a mistake, 
the crowd is immediately your 
enemy, How true is this? 

ACs To an extent it is. The 
more knowledgeable, loyal sup- 
porter probably won't turn on 
You as soon as you make a mis- 
take. That's usually reserved to 
the fickle. “I'll come watch 
when you’re winning” support- 
et, which most players don’t 
have the time for anyway, 

‘DR: Is there a Soccer player 
that you model your game on? 

AG: Not really, [try to listen 
to people and to carry out their 
advice in training and hope it 
hhelps me in the game. 

DR» If championships are 
built on defence, Adelaide 
Force should have the founda- 
tions of a title-winning year. 
Given your steel-like resolve to 
win the ball, will Adelaide be 
Championship contenders this 
season? 

AG: Apart from Perth Glory 
there doesn’t seem to be another 
stand-out team. If we can get a 
good run over Christmas and 
‘win a few in a row, that could set 
up a good strong second half of 
the season. Hopefully, we will 
have a good run home and then 
get in the Six. After that it’s a bit 


DR: Who is the funniest 
character in Soccer today? 

AC: At Carlton Mark 
Atkinson was great value, 
Adelaide had Brad Hassell, but 
1no one’s really taken over since 
he left for Perth, John Didulica, 
(brother of Joey), was very 
funny when we played for North 
Geelong together in the 
Victorian Premier League. 

DR: The last person you'd 
want stuck in an elevator with? 

Ay Any person who starts 
the conversation with “back 
when I was a goalkeeper...” 

DR: Born and raised in 
Melbourne, you've moved 
across to the City of Churches. 
Where do you call home? 

AC: Anywhere in the house 
because we have a cordless 
phone. 

DR: Do you still follow the 
AFL? 


ACy Not as much, It’s all 
“Crows” and “Power” articles 
here. 

DR: What is your favourite 
late-night snack? 

AC: Zoran, (coach Matic) 
tells us not to eat anything after 
‘Tpm. 

DR: Which teammate do you 
refuse to share a room with? 

AC Nick Sabljak. He plays 
Croatian folk music all the 
time.I can take it a few times, 
but he’s too much, he tries to 
sing and stuff. 

DR: What is the best ingredi- 
ent for a good night out? 

AG. You need good friends 
for a good night out. 

DR: Best hangover cure? 

AG: A milkshake. Add milk, 
sugar, cream to a blender then. 
slowly add one porterhouse 
steak. Blend until it becomes a 
thick paste. Enjoy. 

DR: Which member of your 
squad is most likely to be 


By Daniela Raco 
caught dancing on a podium at 
anightclub? 

AC: At Adelaide City we 
don’t go out clubbing during the 


season. But in the off-season 
T've heard that Louis Brain has 


squad would top Cleo’s Most 
Eligible Bachelor list? 

ACSI think that can go to the 
Karlovie brothers, Ivan and 
Mario. 

DR: What gourmet cuisines 
can you whip up in the kitchen? 

AC: Any meat dish, and a 
mean omelette. 


PR: Worst haircut in the 
? 


Who is David 
Cervinski? 

DR: Which famous person 
have you been told you look 
like? 

AC: The guy from “Steps” 
and Ben Affleck, if it's dark 
enough, 

DR: If you were invisible 
where.would you sneak into? 

AC: The place that prints 
Australia’s money... Franklin 
Mint? 

DR: Who or what inspires 
you? 

AC My parents, George and 
Maria. a 

DR: What is the best (or per- 
haps worst), excuse you've 
heard someone use for missing 
training? 

AC: At Carlton. David Della 
Rocca rang to say he had to visit, 
his sick grandmother in hospital 
and couldn't attend training. 
Next day David came to train- 
jing, went to the coach to thank 
him for giving him the day off so 
he could complete his last 


DR: Which supernatural 
power would you want io have ? 
AC: Mind reading. So Icould 
tell who my real friends are. 
DR: Complete this sentence 
“Love is...” 
AC: Lucky to thase who find 


it. 

DIR: How would you spend 
‘your last $50? 

AC: On a book titled “How 
‘To Tum $50 into $1 million”. 

DIR: We've been good friends 
for quite a number of years. Do 


AC I can’t believe we went 
to “The Metro” on putpose!! 

DR: In terms of style you 
definitely have your own. 
What's with the ‘70's “flares”? 

AC; Like to be different and 


(Thursday night...$1 drinks). 
DR: Was it love at first sight? 
‘TB: No. When we first met I 

thought he was very attractive, 
but I thought that there was no. 
chance of anything happening as 
| lived in Adelaide and Adrian 
lived in Melbourne. Because of 
the long distance we became 
very good phone-buddies and 
got to know each other very 
well. Eventually we decided to 
give it a go and become a long 
distance couple. 

DR: Rumor has it, that you 
were both recently married in 
the Bahamas!! Can you con- 
(firm this? 

‘TB: No, actually I heard that 
we got married at Crown 
Casino!! 

DR: Is marriage on the 
cards? 


‘TB: We are planning for 
Winter 2003, because that’s 
when he is free from Soccer in 
June and July. 

DR: Do you have an under- 
standing of the game? 

‘TB: know the basic... which 
isn’t really much, 


DR: What is the Off-Side 
rule? 

‘TB: When the ball is kicked, 
the receiving player must be in 
line with the last player from the 
opposition 

DR: Who will be the key 
players in the 2001-2002 side? 

TB: All of them, because 
they are a team. 

DR: Will Adelaide be 
Championship contenders this 
season? 

‘TBs If they stop drawing 
their games at home... Maybe 

DR> It is a late evening on a 
weekday, can you tell us 
Adrian's location and activities 
rright at this moment? 

"TBs He's on the computer in 
our lounge room with his guitar 
choosing ‘Fantasy Football’ 
team while —_ strumming 


‘TB: Communication and 
experience, 

DR: Are you Adrian's harsh- 
est critic? ‘ 

‘TB: No. We don’t really talk 
about the game much. He lives 
the sport every day. Adrian 
knows that I'am his escape from 
all the pressure. We both have 
stressful jobs and if we were to 
bring our troubles home with us 
it would be a very unhappy 
household. 

DR: Adrian is not known for 
his bad-boy behavior on the 
pitch, Do you caution him 
about any on-field biffo? 

‘TW: No, He is a very calm 
person. A bit too calm at times 
which can be annoying, 
although the guys are different 
people on the field to how they 
are off it. I laugh when I think of 
it, because all the boys in the 
team are really great guys. When 


best describes his personality? 

‘TB: A dog... Loyal, friendly 
and always looking for food. 

PR: Rate Adrian’s Soccer 
skills out of 10: 

TB: 9.9/10 because no one is 
perfect. 

DR: Are you a typical 
“glamour” girlfriend of a 
Soccer player? 

TB: ['d like to say yes but 
we all have to work and make a 
Jiving in Australia, As soon as 
‘Adrian hits it in the big league 
O/S, ask me that question 
again!!! 

PR: Describe Adrian’s dress 
sense. Is he the glamour 

? 

‘TB: 1 don’t know about 
queen. He does have funky out- 
fits. He’s given me a lot of tips 
where to go for great original 
outfits in Melbourne. It's hard 
for me to return the favour in 
Adelaide. If anyone has any idea 
‘we would love to know, 

DR: Who is the “prettiest” 
boy in the team? Why? 

"PB: I'd have to say Adrian 
for obvious reasons but I heard 
that young Mario Karlovic is a 
big chick magnet. 

DR: Which member of 
Adelaide Force has the highest 
turnover of women? 

‘TBs I have no idea, Men have 
this understanding where noth- 
ing about that subject is men- 
tioned around women. But if I 
had to guess I’d say again Mario 
or his brother Ivan, 

DR: Given Adrian will have 
a successful career overseas; is 
the prospect of uprooting and 
‘moving abroad daunting? 

‘TB: No. We're young, adven- 
turous and have dreams to be 
followed. We have a lot of fami- 


favourite conversational topic? 

TB: Steaks and his dog 
Bruno! Adrian and thr other 
goalkeeper Dan Godley have a 
big fascination with cow prod- 
ucts!! Dan keeps recommending 
Steak Restaurants in Adelaide, 

PR: Adrian’s hidden talents 
(you can share with us)? 

‘TB: He is a surprisingly good 
cook (steaks, omelette’s and 
anything dairy). He does the 


romantic night out? 

‘TB: He takes me out to a nice 
restaurant of my choice and we 
have a nice meal and talk. That's 
romantic enough for me. 
Because we have very busy lives 
‘we don’t really haye the chance 
to sit together and talk. So we 
have those dinners quite often. 

DR: What is therbiggest mis- 
conception about sportsmen? 

‘TB: That sportsmen are not 
approachable. The majority of 
sportsmen are really wonderful 
people to talk to, Phey're just 
like you or meaThey have the 
same every day problems we all 
have, A few rotten apples that 
make that misconception camry 


on, 

ENG Complete this sentence 
“Love 

"TB: Something that should 
last forever. 

DR: What is the first thing 
he does when he arrives home? 

TB: He puts on his moc- 
casins. 

PR: Who controls the 
remote control? 

TB: I'd like to say me. He 
does but we like the same shows 
50 it's not a huge problem, 

DR: Describe Adrian’s mood 
after a bad game? 

‘TBs He's very quiet, can tell 
when he doesn’t want to talk, 
We live quite a long way from 
the ground, so by the time we 
arrive home he’s back to his nor- 
mal self. 

DR: Does 
favourite meal? 

TB: My cooking and his 
steaks, that he cooks (I'm not 
allowed to cook his steaks!) 

DR: Is there a downside of 
being a “football widow”? 

‘TB: 1 would like-to spend 
more time with him, as he's 
always occupied with Soccer on 
weekends. I am not going to 
complain as (knew what it 
would be like at the beginning. 
It’s something you grow to get 
used to, With my friends being 
there it keeps me busy. 

‘DR: Do you react when fans 
yell abuse at your main man? 

‘TS: I have been known to 
yell back at people. I once told a 
radio commentator off because 
he was saying inappropriate 
things about Adrian which really 


he have a 


they're playing they seem totally 
I feel comfortable, and now different men. Like a Jekyll and 
they're back in fashion. So 10 Hyde situation. 
everyone who took the piss out DR: Is he the. last to 
of me 3-4 years ago, you better jeqye ata ra ? Adrian Cagalj seen here in action last week against 
not be wearing them now! ‘TR: Always last! When I'd South Melbourne attempting to save a penalty shot. 
ERNAT Wit visited him in Melbourne and he dishes (although takes about half made me angry. But I'm very 
careni WM played for Carlton, I'd wait in an hour on a job that usually new at this and I know one day I 
se the car for him for over an hour takes 10 mins) areal perfection- will accépt criticism from peo- 
after the game. I don’t know — ist. ple. 
a what happens in those change DR: How does Adrian cele- DR: Have you got a mean 
DR: Where did you meet? rooms, Seriously, men are far brate a win? right hook? 
‘TSrI met Adrian about four worse than women in getting ‘TRHe’s thesame, Win, lose "TBs Yes I'd like to think that 
years ago at the Chevron i or draw. Ido! 
Nightclub in Melbourne BR: What animal (or thing) DIR: Describe his idea of a 
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REMIER LEAGU 


www.nswpremierleague.com 


Pp NEW SOUTH WALES 


ROUND 8 


ad e 
Bonnyrigg WE Friday December 14 2001 ist Grade U19 


C’bury-M'ville vs UhardtTigers  StGeorge Std 8:00pm 6:00pm 


KICK-OFF: 7pm & 5pm, Saturday 15 December 2001 


VENUE: Gabbie Stadium, Quinn Ave, Seven Hills Eoturdoy December 15 2001 


Central Coasties vs Fairfield Bulls © Nth Power Std 7:00pm 5:00pm 


his clash is the one they'll definitely have a been well supported by the SlendStaris; “vs “SiGeoge"—SeymourShaw _7-00pm/"5:00pm 
Premier League point to prove against us. It’s likes of Robbie Gomez (4 f Blacktown CD vs BonnyriggWE  Gabbie Stadium 7:00pm 5:00pm 
fans have been wait- going to be an exciting game _goals) and Vuko Tomasevic Bankstown City vs Penrith Panthers Jensen Park 7:00pm 5:00pm 


ing for and a bumper and with a big crowd, there (3 goals) who has been 3 Sees BelconnenBD vs P'matta Eagles W Belconnen SG 6:30pm 4:30pm 
crowd is expected to cram will be plenty of atmosphere given a ‘libero’ role to push ~ : . 


into every corner of pic- and 1 am confident the boys forward from defence at 
turesque Gabbie Stadium. will rise to the occasion.” every opportunity. gS SOUNEN Uta ROUND 9 
First versus second, last On the injury front, only Experienced midfielder eso? Tl eviday January 4 2002 istGrade U19 


season's Premiers against defender Paul Yates is out Michael Hawrysiuk has Y a 
the reigning Champions, it with a groin injury, while been a welcome addition to St George Saints vs C'bury M'ville St George Std 8:00pm 6:00pm 


has all the billings of “match midfielder David Reid is the squad, taking part in 
of the season”, expected to front the tri- both the Penrith and @ Saturday January 5 2002 
Blacktown City have lost bunal midweek after being Bankstown games and he is Ss Fairfield Bulls vs BelconnenBD ~ Nineveh Field 6:30pm. 
just one match in their past sent off against St. George. expected to put some pres- [> ts Tl BonnyriggWE vs SilandSharks Serbian Centre 7:00pm 
six starts for a total of two Bonnyrigg remains the sure on for a starting spot. f= =I Bankstown City vs Blacktown CD — Jensen Park 7:00pm 
losses all season. They have only side unbeaten after There is also some good z = i 
conceded just five goals in seven rounds of the compe- news with goalkeeper Penrith Panthers vs Pmatta Eagles Andrews RdFid 7:00pm 
their past six starts and have _ tition. Their four nil wallop- Fernando Greco and defend- ee 
scored some quality goals ing of Bankstown City is the er Tayfun Devrimol resum- J Z _@ Sunday January 6 2002 
through a hardworking mid- fourth time this season they ing training and both are Uhardt Tigers vs Central Coasties Lambert Park 5:00pm 
field that is improving with have scored four or more expected to be available 
every start, goals, indicating just how early in the New Year. But 
Coach Brian Brown read- they play the game, all out on the down side, skipper 
ily admits this match will be attack. and midfielder Javier 
a tough one for Blacktown Jim Aschner continues to Mancino looks set to be 
and is predicting a willing be their best strike weapon sidelined indefinitely with a 
contest. “It’s definitely netting four goals last week torn knee ligament whieh 
going to be a hard game,” to be the Café La Scala according to trainer Nick 
said Brown, “and with ‘Player of the Round’ and  Bilbija “looks very serious.” 
Bonnyrigg fielding a few take his tally to eleven for 
ex-Blacktown players, the season. Up front, he has 


The Cafe La Scala Player of the Week after Round 7 of the NSW 
Premier League is: 


Jim Aschner of the Bonnyrigg WE 
Vey Cafe La Seal is located at 


Shop 32, Piazza Level, Dalian Fowm, 
23 Norton St, Leichhardt’ Phone: (02) 9572 85797 


Imside ... Inside ... 


eFrom The Sidelines 
e@ Match Reports................-.csescceeseeees Scckret sere P24-25 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS are proudly sponsored by: e Coaches in focus 


Perfection Milk, West Ham United Football Club, Cadbury-Schw © SCOP CD OGG oii vssscnnceecconneccconctennccees ce. map tans Seed es | P22 
Wonderland Travel, Independent Gaming Systems 
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Bankstown City Lions 


Vv a - 
Penrith Panthers ee 
KICK-OFF: 7pm & 5pm, Saturday 15 December 2001 
VENUE: Jensen Park, Clapham St, Sefton _—' 


BBs imresin 
SQUADS 


in the Premier League 

since their promotion to the top 
flight, and coach Claudio Canosa y : 

is under some pressure to turn | MIONS: 1. Zlatko Josevski, 2. Sefer Vildiz, 3. Richard Luksic, 

that form around this week. Bryan Raeburn, 5. Anthony Kanaan, 6 Paul Weamo, 7. 

: }George Issa, 8 Robert issa, 9; Goce Trposki, 10. lain 

MacDonald, 11. Alex Trpkoski, 12. Adam Mammoliti, 13. Harry 

Karl, 14. Erkin Elveren, 15. Damion Luksic, 16. Colin Luff, 17. 

Steven. Dimpimeved, 18. Dong-Ki Kim, 19. Hossam NOU: ee 

{ laudio eee a 


starts isn’t all that bright, and they 
will be hoping their fans come out 
in droves this week to help them 
tum the comer, Penrith is also in the 
same boat, having not won a game 
since Round One —_againse 
Sutherland. 

Three straight losses mean they 
must win this week to keep in touch 
with the Top Five, Ex-Fairfield nM 
defender Chris Giometti has joined 
the Panthers while NSW midtelder | 18. Gustavo oes 20. tn O'Connell, 21. Ryan Noble, 
Jason Sciberas is in some doubt | Maity MoCaffery, 26. Like on ot es Bike, 
with an ankle injury | Goach: Tony Rasmussen 


BANKSTOWN CITY HONS are proudly sponsored hy The Good Guys @ Bankstown, ASU - All Sewn Up, New Tech 

Automotive, Direct Smash Repairs, GMack & Co, Accountants, Alex Electrical, Bucinski Accounling Enterprises, BP 

Yagoona, | &V Plaster, D & § Gyprock, Australiers, M & S Variety, Australian Mortgage Options, P & E Landscaping 
& Maintenance, D & V Building Supplies, Bexley North Cellars 


Andrew Falas, 14, Zoki Adioski, 15. Ryan Tee, 
Tesoro, 17° Jason Lal, 18. , Harry Danny’ 
20. John Paul Boutros, Coach: Les De Pell 


KICK-OFF: 8pm & 6pm, Friday 14 December 2001 

VENUE: St George Stadium, 88 Bestic St, Rockdale 
Cine has switched : 

this important Round 
Eight game to St George Ss (@) (U | 

Stadium and will be desperate : 
for a win after four straight 
losses, OLYMPIC: 1. George Bouhoutsos, 2. Greg Collins, 3, Christian 

Emmanuel Papageorgiou made | Ortiz, 4, John Manolopoulos, 5, Mark D'Alessandr 
his club debut off the bench last | Amegashie, 7, Con Paradisis, 8. Yane Talcevski, 
weekend and his inclusion along- | Beldham, 10, Hussein Jomaa, 11. Aheleas Katsopoulos, 12, 
side former Saints sweeper | John Pillemer, 14. Mite Talcevski, 15. Emmanuel) 
Michael Kladis will give the } Papageorgiou, 16. Angelo Markopoulos, 17. “Marcelo | 
Berries a little more depth at both | Guerrero, 18. All Salim, 19. Miche! | Kladis, 20, Les Bihar, | 
ends of the park. Coach: John nanos 

Their opponents Leichhardt ae 
will be keen for another win to | TIGERS: 1. Andrew Crews, 2. 
continue their push into the 
Premier League Top Five. Former 
Sydney Olympic striker Derek 
Poimer has been training with the 
club and he could well be a sur- 
prise inclusion in the Tigers’ 
squad. 


CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE OLYMPIC is proudly sponsored by 
Olympic Airways & Meraklis Tailors 


always produced 

share of controversy ever 
since these two sides first met in 
1970. 

Thirty one years of tradition is 
‘on the line this week with both 
sides looking for a much needed 
‘win to lift them from the bottom of 
the competition ladder. 

St. George was unlucky against 
Blacktown City last Friday night 
and will fancy their chances against 


SQUADS 


SHARKS: 4. Dennes Olla, 2: Peter Feehan, 3, Alen Stajcic, 4. 
David O'Han, 5. Ben Short, 6. Dean Heffernan, 7. Jamie 
Danaskos, 8. Monte Pfrengle, 9. Alex Pfrengle, 10. Steve 
‘Cklamovski, 11. Kris Katanasos, 12. Dean Spresian, 13. 
Ambrose Mancia, 14. Andy Watts, 15. Colin McAusland, 16; 
Kite Josevski, 17. Bill Petrovski, 20. Sam LaMacchia, 21. 
| Mitchell Bowes, Coach: Billy McColl 


“1. Stacy: Alogdellis, 2° Mark Bariamis, 3. Nick 
is, 4. ‘Angelo Petratos, 5. Max Sevares, 6. Spyros 
George Maglis, 8. Joshua Rufo, 9. Achilleas 
4i--John Fotiadis, 12. Fablo Macolino, 13. Brad 

1 ven Papadopoullos, 15. Nick Mandic, 16, 
Zullo, Coach: — ‘Spanoddakis ~ 


impressing. 

expected to miss the game with 
. George Maglis is in 
chicken pox while the 

home side is expected to announce 

‘an unchanged lineup to the one that 

played Leichhardt last weekend. 


Caltex, Howard Water Proofing, Knock-out Shoes, R 


Lin-Wah Restaurant 


Ico Glass and Aluminium, 
) 


SUTHERLAND SHARKS are proudly sponsored by Pipe fi ing, Bezzina’s Development, 


CENTRAL COAST 


Central Coast Coasties 
if) v 
Sea Fairfield Bulls 


KICK-OFF: 7pm & 5pm, Saturday 15 December 2001 
VENUE: North Power Stadium, Gosford 


he Coasties make a wel- 
me return to 
Gosford’s North Power Se) UJ a A 


Stadium this week as they 
host the Fairfield Bulls. 
With one of the best playing 
Marcus Stesle, 4.-Danny. Burt,’5. a 
Hokin, 7. Peter Preston, 8. Adam Peatey, 9. Dai 
40: Mick Williams, 11. Karl Freeman, 12. Pe 


surfaces in the league, Coa 

fans should be in for a real treat 
as they enjoy the first class 
facilities on offer at one of the 
best appointed stadiums in 
NSW. 

‘The Bulls will be out to spoil 
the Coasties’ party and after 
three wins from their past four 
starts are making a concerted 
effort for a Top Three spot. 
With midfielder Ray Younis 
back in hamess, the Bulls will 
start warm favourites to upset 
the home side. 


CENTRAL COAST COASTIES are proudly sponsored by 
Central Coast Leagues Club 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 11, 2001 


it) 


nrith Panthers 
have signed Chris Canberra with the 
from Parramatta Eagles whilst 


¢ Belconnen it has 
eally been a get obtained confirmation 
together for old friends that their three matches 
in these final-games of in March 2002, against 
the year when it comes the Coasties, Panthers 
to a number of the Blue and Bulls will all now be 
Devils’ players. Two at Hawker Oval with a 


son, makes his return to 


in the crowd will be 


Giometti found it Robbie Hooker who 
difficult to break back captained the Cosmos 
into the Bulls’ first over the past years. No 
grade unit, and sought doubt they will all be 
a release to allow him returning to Belconnen 
to join the Panthers. Soccer Club’s Hawker 
Panthers’ coach Tony premises for the 
Rassmussen is very Christmas _ festivities 


have _ with the rest of the play- 


Giometti, ers, officials and sup- 
stating that Chris will porters from both sides. 
provide some addition- It should bea greatnight 
al experience to his forall who attend. 

squad, and take some 
pressure off his “on sad to hear of Paul 
field general” Ossie El Gagetti’s decision to 
Ali, The Panthers will retire from the game for 
also shortly be welcom- the summer owing to 
ing Ben Wright back work commitments. The 
into the squad, with solid fullback played 11 
Wright due to return games for the Blue 
from overseas in time Devils scoring his one 
for the restart of the goal for the team in the 
competition in the New first few minutes of the 


The Blue Devils were 


opening game of this 
season at Bonnyrigg. 
The Blue Devils have 


ex- 5pm kickoff for the first 
and grade. The move has 


captain been made owing to the 
Andrew Clark played unavailability of West 
against his former team- Belconnen 
mates whilst another ex- Club during the month. 
Cosmos player and now The Blue Devils also 
the Parramatta wish to congratulate 
Power Damien Brown defender Oscar Zamora 
was in attendance, 

This weekend Geoff Saturday to his fiancé, 
Howarth, who was with Naomi Sih. Unlike most 
the Blue Devils last sea- 


Leagues 


on his marriage last 


soccer players, Oscar 


Penrith club captain Ossie El Ali (right) 
congratulates Ron Hardie from Penrith “Good 
Guys” on coming on board as a sponsor. 


will be taking a few 
weeks off for his honey- 
moon. 
AAAA 

| [Ascaeeaga Tiger’s 

injury woes con- 
tinue with news that 
Joe Brini could be 
sidelined indefinitely 
with a bulged disk in 
his back. Bruni joins 
Michael Galluzzo on 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


REMIER LEAGU 


the sidelines although 
Galluzzo could be back 
next weekend. 

Harry James has 
been offered a contract 
in Greece and is cur- 
rently over there nego- 
tiating terms. James 
was signed by the 
Tigers from Sydney 
Olympic during the off 
season. 

Steve Karavatakis is 
experiencing 
longest goal drought in 
either the Super or 
Premier League hay- 
ing not scored since the 
opening 
Karavatakis, the all 
time leading goalscorer 
in the league, has 
scored 37 goals in 49 
appearances for the 
Tigers. According to 
coach Les De Celis, 
Karayatakis has been 
down on form since his 
stint in the winter 
league but he has been 
working hard at train- 
ing and he should soon 
return to the goalscor- 
ers list with a bang. 


lacktown City fans 
must be wondering 
about the whereabouts 


of experienced defender 
Paul Yates. 

According to Football 
Director Don O’Regan, 
Yates has been suffering 
from a serious groin 
injury and despite the 
fact he is training lightly, 
he is not expected to be 
given the all clear till 
after Christmas. 

Ex-Marconi midfield- 
er Mike Smith is still 
training with the club 
and a decision on his 
playing future is expect- 
ed soon. 

AAAA 
utherland defender 
‘Peter Feehan is fast 

earning himself a solid 
reputation. Feehan 
was arguably the 
Sharks’ best in their 
recent 2-0 loss to 
Fairfield showing a 
range of skills to keep 
striker Mare 
Hoenselaars quiet for 
the majority of the 
evening. 

Hailing from south 
of the border, the 
rugged fullback was 
with Moorabbin City 
in Melbourne and 
more recently with 
Kogarah Waratahs in 


the local St. George 
competition. Strong in 
the air and with a nice 
touch, he is certainly 
one for the little black 
book. - 
AAAA 

Fo Saints’ 

sweeper Michael 
Kladis made his debut 
for the Berries in their 4- 
0 loss to Parramatta 
Eagles last Friday week. 
Despite the defeat, 
Kladis was one of the 
side’s best and will only 
improve once he spends 
some more time with his 
new teammates, 
Canterbury has also 
signed Emmanuel 
Papageorgiou to add a 
little more strength to 
their forward line, 

AAAA 7 

t George coach 

Mano y 
Spanoudakis has 
added another recruit 
to the squad. Former 
Minotaurs hardman 
Spyros Kladis has 
joined the Saints and 
made his debut off the 
bench against 
Bankstown in Round 
6. 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
vs 
Parramatta Eagles 


KICK-OFF: 6.30pm & 4.30pm, Saturday 15 December 2001 
VENUE: West Belconnen Sports Ground, Hardwick Crescent, Holt (ACT) 


from the side that beat Penrith 2-0. 


Belconnen Blue Devils are proudly sponsored by Belconnen Soccer Glub,, 
Uhlsport, Mcguigan Wines, bestvalyelT.com, Pacific Painting, Sharp Direct 


jour straight wins have the 
Fe Devils on a roll and a 
win in this game may con- 

« solidate a spot in the Top Five. 
They have scored 11 goals in the 
past four weeks; conceding just one 
and along with Bonnyrigg are the 
form side of the competition. The 
Eagles won't be easy with their 
strike-force of Jim Bakis, Anthony 
Mondello and Daniel Kukucka. 
Elliot Zwangobani is in doubt for the 
Blue Devils after being sent off at 
Andrews Road Field last week, 
which could force coach Lino 
Fiorese to make at Jeast one change 
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BRIAN BROWN 


CURRENT CLUB: Blacktown City 

PREVIOUS CLUBS: Dumbarton (Scotland), 
Falkirk (Scotland), Brunswick Juventus 
(Melbourne), Sandringham City (Melbourne), 
Howick (New Zealand), Hills United 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE: Dumbarton (Scotland), 
Falkirk (Scotland), Brunswick Juventus 
(Melbourne) 

HONOURS: Scottish 2nd Division 
Championship, National League Championship, 
Southern Division Championship 

MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN YOUR FOOT- 
BALL CAREER?: Playing against George Best who 
was a’hero. 

WOULD YOU KEEP FRANK FARINA ON AS 
COACH OF THE SOCCEROOS?: Yes 

THE COACH YOU MOST RESPECT?: Alex 
Ferguson 

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR 
COACHING STYLE?: Positive / Attacking 
WHO'S THE BETTER PLAYER - BECKHAM OR 
KEWELL OR RIVALDO?: Hard to compare as 
they play different positions and have different 
strengths. If pushed | would say Beckham he 
appears to create more goals more often than 
the other two 

HOW DO MANCHESTER UNITED FIX THEIR 
LEAKY DEFENCE?: Hard work on the training 
field as they have world class players who sud- 


CRAIG SHARPLEY 


DATE OF BIRTH: 5/2/69 

BIRTH PLACE: South Africa 

WEIGHT; 83kg 

HEIGHT: 168cm 

NICKNAME: Sharps. 

MARITAL STATUS: Married 

POSITION: Coach 

YEAR JOINED CLUB: 2000 

JUNIOR CLUB: Youth league: Coogee, Sydney 
City, Warringah. National league: Sydney 
Olympic, Wollongong and Newcastle, Overseas: 
Nottingham Forest 

FAVOURITE MUSICIAN: U2 

FAV T.V SHOW: Soccer shows 

FAV MOVIE; Braveheart 

FAV FOOD: Lamb cutlets 

FAV HOLIDAY DESTINATION: Anywhere with 
sun and surf 

FAV SPORTING ICON: Kelly Slater and Michael 
jordan 

GREATEST INFLUENCE IN YOUR LIFE: Family 
GREATEST MOMENT: Winning 

2002 AMBITION: To take the Bulls as far as they 
can go 

MOST RESPECTED OPPONENT: Blacktown City 
INTERESTS AWAY FROM SOCCER; Beach, out- 
doors 

‘NAME FOUR PEOPLE YOU WOULD INVITE TO 
DINNER: Kylie Minogue, David Beckham, Sean 


denly don’t become bad players 

DOES COACHING IN THE NSL ENTICE YOU?: 
Very much 

WHO'S THE BEST COACH IN THE NSW 
PREMIER LEAGUE?: Me 


One of Australia’s best. 


Connery and Samuel L. Jackson" 

MOST EMBARRASSING MOMENT: Losing 

IF YOU COULD PICK AN ACTOR TO PLAY YOU 
IN A MOVIE WHO WOULD IT BE? Mel Gibson 
WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF IN 10 YEARS 
TIME? Still involved in soccer 

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND YOUR LAST 10 
DOLIARS? Newspaper, soccer magazine and a 


$2 scratchy 
: 


From Nottingham to Nineveh. 


LINO FIORESE 


CURRENT CLUB: Belconnen Blue Devils 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: Belconnen United 
PLAYING EXPERIENCE: Belconnen United, 
Canberra Arrows Youth, Inter Monaro, Canberra 
Deakin, ACT Senior Representative 

HONOURS: Coached Belconnen United: 
Finished 1st in the ACT league 4 times, won the 
grand final 2 times and won the pre-season cup 
‘once 

MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN YOUR FOOT- 
BALL CAREER?: Playing against some of the 
national league teams from Japan that had World 
Cup stars from Russia and Germany 

WOULD YOU KEEP FRANK FARINA ON AS 
(COACH OF THE SOCCEROOS?: Yes without 
any doubt 

THE COACH YOU MOST RESPECT?; Tom 
Sermanni 

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR COACH- 
ING STYLE?: The style has various components 
Which include discipline, communication and 
player's decision making 

WHO'S THE BETTER PLAYER - BECKHAM OR 
KEWELL OR RIVALDO?: They are all very good 
players, but ! would choose Rivaldo 

HOW DO MANCHESTER UNITED FIX THEIR 
LEAKY DEFENCE?: It may take a little time to 
improve their defence due to having a few 
changes in personnel. Money not being a issue, 
‘a quick fix would be to buy one or two quality 
defenders 


BILLY McCOLL 


CURRENT CLUB: Sutherland Shire 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: Leichhardt Tigers, 
Bankstown City Lions 

PLAYING EXPERIENCE: On going with Sans 
Souci over 35s(till | die) 

HONOURS: One (well used) beer tanker 
from winning the over 35s Final 

MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN YOUR 
FOOTBALL CAREER?: Scoring the winning 
GOAL in the cup final at St George Stadium 
for the green machine 1997 

WOULD YOU KEEP FRANK FARINA ON AS 
COACH OF THE SOCCEROOS?: Yes, Frank 
should be retained, and all the clubs should 
support the national team 100% 

THE COACH YOU MOST RESPECT?: Jock 
Stein, he re-invented attacking football (miss- 
ing in today’s game), winning the Scottish 
League 9 in a row, and the first northern 
European team to win the European Cup 
(1967). In New South Wales Leichhardt Tigers 
Under 17s coach Tony Raciti 

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR 
COACHING STYLE?: Attacking with flair and 
style, allowing the players freedom to express 
their talent 

WHO'S THE BETTER PLAYER - BECKHAM 
OR KEWELL OR RIVALDO?: Rivaldo is world 
class, David and Harry play well in the English 


DOES COACHING IN THE NSL ENTICE YOU?; 
It does entice me andl am always interested in 
going further 

WHO'S THE BEST COACH IN THE NSW PRE- 
MIER LEAGUE?: They all are good coaches but 
Brian Brown has been very successful for many 
seasons 


Head Devil 


league, don’t think they could play where it 
counts, Italy or Spain Z 
“HOW DO MANCHESTER UNITED FIX THEIR 
LEAKY DEFENCE?: Super glue (I wish | had 
some), if that fails “The Money Machine” will 
just go and buy the best defenders on the 
market. When you have money you don’t 
need coaching 
DOES COACHING IN THE NSL ENTICE 
YOU32: Yes | would like to win the league with 
Sydney Olympic Sharks. We Olympic fans aré 
dying for th aa 

hi 


wants some 
help, he’s just 
got to ask (Go 
you mighty 
Olympic 
Sharks) 
WHO'S THE 
BEST COACH 
IN THE NSW 
PREMIER. 
LEAGUE?: Not 
seeing all of the 
other coaches 
in action on the training ground, it’s difficult 
to say one is better than the other. If you 


Sans Souci Over 35s 
Superstar, 


mean which teams have the best results (play- 


ers), it would be Greg Woodhouse and Brian 
Brown f 
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‘Fairfield Bulls 
PREMIER LEAGUE FIRST GRADE | | séconnenBlus Devis 
_ Bankstown Gity Lions 
ST GEORGE SAINTSO .... BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS 2 _ Central Coast Coasties 
(own goal 42m, Kain Rastall 79m) Canterbury Marrickville 
Penrith Panthers 
PENRITH PANTHERS ....0 BELCONNENBD .......... 7 Suiierand Sale 


(Toplica Popovich 9m, Michael Katz 37m) 


FAIRFIELD BULLS ......- C’BURY-M’VILLE .......... 0 


(Mare Hoenselaars 82m) 


BONNYRIGG WE ....... BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS . 


(Jim Aschner 45m/47m/71m/89m) 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS ...2 SUTHERLAND SHARKS .... Blacktown City Demons 
(Sam La Rocca 38m pen, Allan Picken 83m) (Jamie Danaskos 86m) Doe Rea wile 
é ul 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES ..4 CENTRAL COAST ......... 


(A Mondello 14m, 41m, 72m, J Bakis 44m) 


. StGeorge Saints 
UNDER 19 Canterbury Marrickville 


ST GEORGE SAINTS ..... BLACKTOWN CITY ........ ee shat: 

ankstown City Lions 
FAIRFIELD BULLS ....... C’BURY M’VILLE .......... = 
PENRITH PANTHERS ....1. BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS . 
BONNYRIGG WE ........ BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS... Hai r (bonnie White Eaales] 
LEICHHARDT TIGERS .... SUTHERLAND SHARKS .... ' ) 
PARRAMATTA EAGLES .. CENTRAL COAST .......-. 


Daniel Macor (Belconnen Blue Devils) 6 Greg Woodhouse: An early candidate for 


Sasha Utjesenovic (BWE) 9 Richard Harrison (Fairifield Bulls) 9 points pois 5 Coach of tie Vea 
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Wollongong Wolves 


WOMEN’S STATE 
_ LEAGUE 
Granville Association 

durstville City Minotaurs 
“Inter Lions 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Macarthur Rams 
Roselands Raptors 
Schofields Scorpions SC 
Geone cae 


Ideal 


Was $140 


‘or backyard soccer 


ABSw (§) 


W Premier League 


The reigning Women’s 
aoa 


League MVP, 
Manly. 


GIRLS YOUTH 


UNDER 12 
Bankstown City Wildcats 
Blacktown Association 
Central Coast Coasties- 
Ku-Ring-Gai Association 
Macarthur Rams 
Nepean Association 
North West Sydney GYL 
Southern Branch 
Wollongong Wolves 
UNDER 14 & UNDER 16 
Bankstown City Wildcats 
Blacktown Association 
Central Coast Coasties 
Granville Association 
Tnter Lions 
Ku-Ring-Gai Association 
Macarthur Rams 
Manly Warringah 
Marconi 
Nepean Association 
North West Sydney GYL 
Southern Branch 
Sutherland Association 
~ Wollongong Wolves — 


VTO“ 
_THE FINISHER 


Frameless Rebounder improves skills 


Was $250" 


LEAGUE sy 


UTS (left) and Inter Lions 


KWIK TRAINER 


PhERS. 


Complete. — 
goal 

and net, 
soccer ball, 

6 cones, pump, 
stopwatch 


Was $450 


(right) prepare for another Wome d 
eague campaign, 


\\) . , 
Now $70 Que" Bi Now $180 Now $330 
Discover many more specially reduced items on our website. Special prices to end-December 2001 
FREE 
Fee Sm CATALOGUE @ 
s s 2 ud Ld = Official Clothing 
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By Lezette Isaac 


n incredible four-goal hall by key strik- 
er Jimmy Aschner sent the red-hot 
White Eagles to another cruising victory 

at the Serbian Centre on Saturday night. 

Bankstown had no answers to the relentless 

White Eagles’ attack going down 4-0. Aschner 

was undoubtedly the star of the show taking his 

season tally to 11 goals. 

Both teams started solidly, but it was the White 
Eagles who dictated play carly in the match. 
White Eagles’ player Chris Bradley was unlucky 
not register the first goal for the night. With only 
the ‘keeper to beat the ball slammed in to the body 
of the goalie, who saved a certain goal. 

In the 13th minute Bryan Raeburn was sent off 
after he brought down Jim Aschner, It was always 
going to be difficult for the Lions with one man 
down, but they stuck with their opponents, up 
until extra time, when Aschner recorded his fi 
goal for the night. With the box crowded with 
players Aschner pounced onto the loose ball tap- 
ping it behind the ‘keeper and into the back of the 
net, 

‘The home fans didn’t have to wait long for the 
‘Aschner double. Two minutes after the break, 
Aschner received the ball 10 metres out in the 
middle of the box. He struck the ball cleanly, ham- 
mering it through for his second goal of the night. 

A Lions’ handball in the box in the 71st minute 
gave Aschner an opportunity to secure a hat trick 
for the night. He made no mistake with the penal- 
ty kick. 

A frustrated Paul Wearne was sent off in the 
79th minute, for his little brain explosion, capping 
off a dismal night for the Lions. With two players 
down, the White Eagles kept penetrating and 
Aschner’s fourth goal was not far away. 

In the dying seconds of the game Aschner took 
advantage of the Lions’ lack of defence, slamming 
the ball past the Lions ‘keeper for his 11th goal of 
the season and capping off a memorable night for 
the striker. 

After the game Jimmy Aschner and Zlatko 
Tosevski were named players of the match, both 
players received $500. The sponsor award is 


Bonnyrigg WE 
Bankstown City 


= Penrith Panthers 
6 Belconnen BD 


Jimmy Aschner (in red), the league's 
leading striker with 11 goals to-date. 


meant for the good relationship between 
Bonnyrigg and Bankstown. The sponsors of this 
award are Michael Kordek of the Australian 
Polish Review and Zoran Nikoloyski of the 
Australian Macedonian Times. 


}| Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 (J Aschner | 
}) 45/47/71/89m) \ 
Bankstown City Lions 0 


—=>] 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles: D Aceski, S 
Utjesenovic, D Huseyin, V Tomasevic, J 
Kyriazopoulos, J Ghisso, D Harding, C 
Bradley (M Hawrysiuk 65), B Dragas, J | 
Aschner, R Gomez (S Knight 75) 
Bankstown City Lions: Z Josevski, S 
Yildiz, R Luksic, B Raeburn, S Dimitrievski 
(F Fouad 83m), P Weame, G Issa, D Kim, | 
MacDonald, A Trpkoski (G Trposki 65m), A | 
Mammoliti | 


| Sent Off: B Raebumt3m; P Weare 79m 
Referee: G. Leverton 
Assist Refs: R. Kofler and A. Kay 

ES Official: P. Apostolou | 


by Paul Goodwin 


elconnen Blue Devils continued their 

march towards the Top Five with a 

commanding 2-0 win over Penrith 
Panthers at Andrews Road Field on 
Saturday night. 

Penrith elected to go with the starting eleven 
that had played so well at Bonnyrigg the pre- 
vious weekend and this meant no start for Rod 
Hutchison, their top scorer, who was coming 
back from injury. The visitor’s showed a very 
positive approach from the outset and hit the 
front after just nine minutes. A short corner on 
the right saw the ball played to Shane Lyons 
whose angled ball into the box was not cleared 
by a hesitant defence. After a couple of 
Belconnen players took a stab at it, the ball 
bounced off a defender into the path of veter- 
an defender Toplica Popovich. The tall, former 
NSL star defender turned sharply and drove 
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| Penrith Panthers 0 


37m) 


PENRITH PANTHERS: Chad Taylor, Jon | 
Hawkins (Rod Hutchinson 46), Dave Gardiner, 
Paul Marosevic, Osvaldo El Ali, Luke 
| O'Connell, Christian Lima (Daniel Wells 46) 
Jason Sciberras (Shane Hammond 70), Tim 
O'Connell, Ryan Noble, Luke Boyd 

BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS: Anthony 
Giannasca, Toplica~ Popovich, Matthew 
Cachia, Elliot Zwangobani (sent off 66), Shane 
Lyons, Michael Katz (David Arranz (64), 
Stephen Lazzari (Adrian Dowling 78), Daniel 
Macor, Jaime Mauro, Stewart Camara (Daniel | 
Camara, 74) Stephen Kemp 


Belconnen BD 2 (T Popovich 9m, M Katz 


Referee: Simon Przydacz 

Assist Refs: Adrian Tamplin and Michael 
i Johnson 1 
‘2 Official: Emie Horvath | 


4 Fairfield Bulls 
0| | {&} C’bury-M'ville 


by Greg Stock 

jairfield continued their push into the 

Premier League Top Five with a hard fought 

1-0 win over Canterbury-Marrickville at 
Nineveh Field on Saturday night. With both sides 
giving very little away in this inspired contest it 
‘was an individual goal from Marc Hoenselaars that 
settled the issue, eight minutes from time. 

With the Berries defence tiring late in the game, 
Hoensclaars was on the end of a through ball as the 
Bulls counter-attacked quickly from their half. 
Pushing onto his preferred left hand side at the edge of 
the penalty box, the Bulls’ striker launched a thunder- 
bolt that left Canterbury goalkeeper Les Bihari grasp- 
ing thin air as the ball nestled neatly in the back of the 
net, 

‘Apart from that flash of brilliance, the game was 
something to akin to arm wrestle as both sets of mid- 
fields tried to gain the upper hand. With Greg Collins 
and Con Paradisis orchestrating the visitor's moves 
from the centre of the park, the Berries gave as good 
as they got but sadly couldn't muster a decisive strike. 
Andy Amegashie got in behind the Bulls defence a 
couple of times, but either some last gasp defending or 
‘a poor final touch cdst them any chance of a goal. His 
work with partner Aheleas Kotsopoulos in the first 
half was terrific and the Berries were desperately 
unlucky on two separate occasions as their pace con- 
tinually tested the Bulls” back four. 

To their credit the Bulls did have a few moments of 
first half inspiration with Hoenselaars heading the ball 
onto the bar after a good cross from Adam Snyder in 
the 22nd minute. But it wasn’t until the last twenty 
minutes that the home side took full control gf the 
game. With Stewart Van Bentum and Andy Ravanello 
controlling the flanks, the Bulls clicked into gear, cul- 
minating in the late winner, 

Late in the game skipper Mathew Borg missed a 
golden chance to make it 2-0 when he beat the offside 
trap and advancing ‘keeper Les Bihari, before being 
Jet down by a poor last touch which saw the ball trick- 
Je harmlessly over the byline. The result was a huge 
relief to coach Craig Sharpley who firmly believes his 
side has the ability to mount a serious challenge for 
the Top Three. While for embattled Canterbury coach 
John Xipolitas it could be a volatile week, with storm 
clouds gathering over his immediate future. 


the ball into the roof of the net sending a large 
contingent of their supporters into raptures. 
Penrith could have been two down in the 


* 23rd minute but Christian Lima cleared a 


Steve Lazzari shot off the line. Following a 
ball played into the box cleverly from a Shane 
Lyons free kick, Belconnen extended their 
lead in the 37th. A poor clearance by Penrith 
‘keeper Chad Taylor was intercepted by Elliot 
Zwangobani who stuck out a leg and then 
played the ball to Daniel Macor who 
exchanged passes with Michael Katz who then 
went on to fire home from close range. 

Late in the first half Osvaldo El Ali had a 
shot pushed around the post by Tony 
Giannasca, but Penrith were very quiet until 
the start of the second half. They began that 
with a flourish, but Macor could and probably 
should have put the game beyond their reach 
in the 72nd when he received a pass from 
Jaime Mauro and with the goal at his mercy 
somehow managed to strike the right hand 
post. 

When Zwangobani was dismissed for a sec- 
ond caution in the 66th minute things had 
looked less secure, but Penrith could manage 
only a few strikes from distance and they were 
all off target, so Belconnen was able to survive 
the threat of a home side comeback. 


nmin 


-41 
0 


Olympic’s pint-sized star, John Pillenver 


ama | 
Fairfield Bulls 1 (Hoenselaars 82’) 


Canterbury-Marrickville 0 ! 


Fairfield Bulls: Frank Mikuletic, Mathew |} 
Dihm, Paul Bourke (Tom Maric 84’), Paul 
Richardson, Stewart Van Bentum,” Marc’ 
Hoenselaars, Mathew Borg, Richard Harrison |} 
(Ismael Arrarte 86’), Adam Snyder (Leo Carle i 
71’), Andy Ravanello, Jason Connolly i 
Canterbury-Marrickville: Les Bihari, Greg 
Collins, John Manolopoulos, — Mark 
DiAlesgandro, Andy Amegashie, Con | 
1] Paradisis (Emmanuel Papageorgiou 87’), 
}| Mark Beldham, Hussein Jomaa, Aheleas 
] Kotsopoulos (Yane Talcevski 42'), John 
| Pillemer, Michael Kladis 


i 

] 
| Referee: Nick Asargiotis I 
| Assist Refs: Brian Seymour and Ken Sharp | 
| 4th Official: Srebre Delovski 


Shane Lyons of Belconnen is one of the 
hottest properties in the NSW Premier 
League. 


By Claire Killeen 


Melita Stadium Sunday night, defeating 
the Central Coast Coasties 4-0 in what 
was tagged the match of the round. 

The Eagles played a strong and consistent 
game, with Anthony Mondello, Jim Bakis and 
Geoffrey Dwyer having extremely potent input. 
Mondello and Bakis were constant thomns in the 
Coasties’ side, with Dwyer placing himself all 
over the park. 

The Coasties were at best competitive, howey- 
er they lacked spark in attack and their defence 
was exposed many times by the Eagles’ forwards 
which resulted in the landslide score line. 

A 14th minute cross from Geoffrey Howarth to 
a waiting Anthony Mondello found the top right 
hand corner of the net to score his first of three 
goals. 

Mondello continued his strong game by scoring 
his double in the 41st minute, His first attempt 


Ti Parramatta Eagles were on fire at 


Parramatta Eagles’ star striker, 
Anthony Mondello. 


@ st George 
Blacktown City 


By Binesh Mudaliar 


Stadium, Blacktown City secured three vital 
points against a gallant St George outfit in 
windy and rain swept conditions. 

With George Maglis sidelined through chicken- 
pox, Saints’ boss Manny Spanoudakis handed for- 
mer Sydney Olympic youth player, Jade Permall, 
his NSW Premier League debut while Brian Brown 
preferred Mark Hagger and Darren occa rather 
than Jim Nikas and Zak Doney to support Naoki 
Imaya up front. 

The game failed to reach any great heights in the 
opening half-hour with neither team offering much 
in attack, Proceedings did liven up shortly after- 
wards starting with Demon David Reid marched in 
the 32nd minute for an audible obscenity, a near all- 
in scuffle and a Fabio Macolino shot that zoomed 
over John Crawley’s bar. 

The Demons put their first goal on the board 
courtesy of an uncharacteristic error by experi- 


[ an entertaining encounter at St George 


WY Parramatta Eagles 4 
Central Coast 


deflected off the goalkeeper, Darren Moore, back 
to Mondello, who calmly slotted the ball in. 

The third goal emphasised what the Eagles’ 
game was all about- teamwork. The combination 
of the team resulted in a beautiful 44th minute 
goal. Malcolm Meilak passed the ball forward to 
Mark Reveley, who was waiting with Bakis in the 
box. Reveley passed to Bakis who slotted the ball 
past the goalkeeper to score in the left-hand cor- 
ner, 

Mondello’s hat trick came up in the 72nd 
minute after some impressive lead-up work from 
Daniel Kukucka. He dribbled past three Coasties’ 
players, then passed the ball to Mondello who 
rocketed it in for the fourth goal of the game. 

The three goals scored by Mondello, gives him 
eight for the season and leaves him as the second 
highest goal scorer this season. 

The Central Coast Coasties did keep Eagles’ 
goalkeeper busy, ensuring Jason Holmes was not 
alone, The butcher by trade ensured the Coasties 
would remember him for something more than his 
dress sense, the goalkeeper wearing bright yellow, 
orange, pink and purple colours, saved the many 
serious attempts at goal and thwarting any hopes 
of a Coasties’ goal 


Parramatta Eagles 4 (A Mondello~14m, 
4im, 72m, J Bakis 44m) Central Coast 
Coasties 0 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES: Holmes, Dwyer, 
Meilak, Reveley, Jurilj, Mondello, Mittiga, 
Bakis (O'Grady), Sprod, Howarth 
(Kukucka), Cummins (Chipps) 

CENTRAL COAST: Matthews, Steele 
(Clark), Daley, Hokin, Peaty, Smith, 
Williams, Freeman, Leary (Surridge 
(Preston)), Ritchie, Moore 


Referee: Con Diomis 
Assist Ref: Jim Barnes 
Assist Ref: Les Spagnol 
4th Official: Terry Goodhew 


0 
2 


enced Saints’ goalkeeper, Stacy Alogdellis. Kain 
Rastall swung in a comer from the Fisherman's 
Club side of the ground, for Alogdellis to bizarrely 
mis-time his punch and send the ball back-spinning 


Saints 0 

Demons 2 (own goal 42m, Rastall 79m) 
SAINTS: Alogdellis, Bariamis, Boliantitis, 
Petratos, Sevares, Rufo, Markopoulos, 
Macolino, Permall (Papadopoulos 81m), 
Zullo, Verrender 

DEMONS: Crawley, Foxe, Sermanni (Nikas 
46m), Willard, Langan, Dee, locca (Donev 
| 78m), Rastall, Imaya, Reid, Hagger 


Send-offs: Reid 32m, Verrender 78m 

| Referee: Craig Pearce 

| Assistant Referees: Kevin Humphrey & | 
Andrew Kay 1] 
Fourth Official: Mark Hester | 


% Sutherland Shire ~ 1 


By Paul Goodwin 


Sutherland Sharks came within a hair's 
P= of snatching an unlikely point at 
Lambert Park on Sunday when they went 
down 2-1 to a Leichhardt Tigers side which lacked 
the necessary focus to stretch their opponents where 
it mattered most; in the six yard box. 

Time and again in a game that the home side frankly 
had under control for long periods, gilt-edged chances 
went begging, no bigger culprit being Allan Picken. 

It was Picken’s goal though and his team’s second, 
coming within seven minutes of the finish, (not long 
after the same player had struck the right hand post 
twice in a minute) which was to prove the cushion his 
side eventually needed to stave off a late Sutherland 
rally, 

Leichhardt went ahead in the 38th minute after Steve 
Karavatakis had accepted a nicely judged through pass 
from Sam La Rocca and side-stepped two defenders 
only to be brought down by Sharks’ defender Ben Short, 
@ mere six yards out. La Rocca buried the resultant 
penalty and Sutherland had nothing to show for a first 
half which had seen them defending solidly, but rarely 
going on the offensive. 


Leichhardt striker Allan Picken scored 
the winner against Sutherland. 


into his own net. 

With former St George stalwarts, John Sentas~ 
and Michael Kladis, both watching from the 
warmth of the grandstand, the Saints started the 


- second half in a determined fashion with Permall 


forcing a finger-tipper from Crawley following a 
looped effort from point-blank distance, 

With 20 minutes remaining till time, and like the 
heavens, the game opened up. Substitute Jim Nikas 
hit a first-time left-footed shot from the edge of box 
which was parried away brilliantly by Alogdellis. 
At the other end, Crawley foiled a St George attack 
by bravely sliding in to eventually gather a ground 
ball cross from the left flank. Nikas was in the 
spotlight again when in the 73rd minute the off-sea- 


“son recruit from Birkalla (Adelaide), beat two 


defenders to square for Naoki Imaya who struck the 
upright from 15 metres out. Simon Verrender was 
told to take an early shower in the 78th minute and 
60 seconds later, an unmarked Kain Rastall was on 
the receiving end of a neat move that allowed him 
to finish clinically past Alogdellis. 

The 0-2 result means the Saints’ rebuilding 
process under Spanoudakis must continue while 
Blacktown City keeps the pressure on Bonnyrigg 
and Parramatta Eagles. 

A bright spot for the Saints is their off-field 
efforts to raise the professionalism of the NSW 
Premier League. The Saints have hired “The 
General” Peter Sarikakis as ground announcer, Les 
Farkas is the club's new media officer and St 


Picken had missed chances in the first half too, as had 
Karavatakis, while apart from a blocked shot by Sharks’ 
best player Steve Cklamovski and a volley just over the 
bar from David O'Han, little was seen of the Sutherland 
strike force, 

O’Han did run at the defence in the 76th only to shoot 
across the face of the Leichhardt goal, but most of the 
action was still at the other end where La Rocca skied a 
chance laid on by Picken in the 81st, who, after all those 
misses, finally accepted his chance when Ryan Jones cut 
the ball back sharply from the left and the former 
Penrith Panthers’ striker drove the ball low and just 
inside the same right post he had hit on the previous two 
‘occasions. 

Half time substitute Jamie Danaskos gave Sutherland 
a lifeline in the 86th when he turned smartly in the box 
and rifled a low shot just inside Andrew Crews’ right 
post after a good interchange of passes in the lead-up. 

‘Andy Watts then could only find the side netting in 
stoppage time when well-placed to score and Leichhardt 
hung on to win narrowly a game they should have 
secured long before the finish, 


Leichhardt Tigers 2 (Sam La Rocca 38m 
pen, Allan Picken 83m) 

Sutherland Sharks 1 (Jamie Danaskos. sy 
86m 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS: Andrew Crews, 
Joe Moric, Ross Kethel, Steven 
Livingstone (Kelvin Foster 46), Allan 
Picken, Steve Karavatakis, Sam La Rocca, 
Jeremy Brown, Zoki Adioski, Ryan Jones, 
Jason Lal (Anthony Tesoro 89) 
SUTHERLAND SHARKS: Mitchell 
Blowes, Peter Feehan, Alen Stajcic, 
David O'Han, Ben Short, Dean Meffeman, 
Monte Pfrengle (Andy Watts 81), Steve 
Cklamoveki, Kris Karanasos (Jamie 
Danaskos 46), Ambrose Mancia (Alex 
Pfrengle 68), Sam La Macchia 

Referee: Vic Gauci 

Assistant Referees: Marc Nemorin and 
David Finlay 

Fourth Official: Alex Glasgow 


George Rowing Club have come on board as anew 
sponsor, donating a dinner for two for the Saints’ 
MVP for each game this season. 


George Maglis is out for two weeks 
with chicken pox. 
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Arsenal's Thierry Henry (centre) is 
congratulated by teammates after he 
scored in their match against Juventus. 


Barcelona’s Phillip Cocu jumps over 
Galatasaray Istanbul's Sebastian Perez 
during their match at the Nou Camp. 


eal Madrid playmaker Zinedine 
Ri commented on his side’s 

ENAvictory (3-0) in last week’s 
Champions League clash against 
Panathinaikos in an interview with 
Canal Plus: 

“Tt’s true that Real play a more creative 
game. When a team adopt such a style, it’s 
a sheer delight. I'm particularly happy for 
Helguera, who helped me a lot when | first 
arrived here. 

It's good he scored the first. He was out 
of action during two months with an injury 


PWOLF A Pt 
Barcelona 24 10534 
Galatasaray 20 20332 


AS Roma 
Liverpool 


and he wished to play on the same level as 
the others. As for me, I believe I’m as fit 
as ever at the moment. 

‘This wasn’t so obvious in the beginning 
so I had to prove a new what I’m capable 
of despite the fact that I achieved a lot 
before coming to Real.” 

Real Madrid beat Panathinaikos 3-0 in 
the Champions League with exhibition- 
style football to put them well on their 
way to the quarter-final stages. 

Vicente Del Bosque’s men controlled 
the match from virtually start to finish and 


(Vr ad Ul ab 
(st a i 


there was not much Panathinaikos, victors 
over Arsenal, Real Mallorca and Schalke 
04 this season, could do to get back on 
terms. 

Ivan Helguera scored the first in the 
first half and two more from Raul com- 
pleted the overwhelming win for the 
Meringues,who stay top of Group C in this 
second phase. 

Zidane, showing good vision, hit a long 
pass forward and midfielder Ivan 
Helguera took his chance like a seasoned 
striker, chesting the ball down and, firing 
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“After last week's games, the Champions League 
Second round went on break and will resume on 
February 16, 2002. 


Red-hot Madrid excites Zidane 


from an acute angle from the right, found 
the net through the keepers’ legs. 

Madrid, with their tails up, nearly went 
further ahead when a left-footed strike from 
Figo skudded over the crossbar. Raul then 
found himself in front of goal but even his 
lightning reflexes could not control a ball 
from the left and he knocked it wide. 

Poland’s Nigerian-born __ striker 
Emmanuel Olisadebe, running full speed 
into the area, held off a challenge and fired 
right-footed on target. 

In the space of six minutes through the 


second half and two pieces of good finish- 
ing by Raul, the match was over as a con- 
test. 
In the 66th minute, Brazilian Roberto 
Carlos crossed from the left and Raul 
courageously scored with a diving header 
though he was struck in the face in the 
process. 

Raul was once again on target in the 
72nd minute though Nikopolidis could not 
be faulted for effort. Figo fired in a long 
ball from a freekick and Nikopolidis par- 
ried on to the right hand post. 


Friendly offers 
pour-in for Uruguay 


ruguay have 
received 
numerous 


offers for international 
friendly matches to 
prepare for the 2002 


Korea and Japan, the 
side’s official internet 
site reported last week. 

Tenfieldigital.com.uy 
said: “Uruguay are not 
lacking offers for friendly 


World Cup in South matches. 


KOEMAN TAKES 


OVER AT AJAX 


jax Amsterdam last week signed Vitesse 

Asst coach Ronald Koeman to replace 

Adriaanse, who was sacked the previous 

week, following a string of poor results, the 
Dutch club said. 

Ajax have also signed former Ajax defender Ruud 
Krol as Koeman’s assistant, Krol was assistant to Dutch 
national team coach Louis van Gaal, who stepped 
down also last week, 

Koeman signed until July 2004 and Krol has agreed a 
deal for a year longer. 

“Thave the same feeling as when I went to Ajax as a 
20-year-old,” Koeman told a news conference at which 
he signed his contract. 

Ajax are second in the Dutch first division and could 
take the lead from Feyenoord with a victory over bot- 
tom side Fortuna. 

Koeman, 38, had a contract until the end of the sea- 
son with Vitesse but was released after the clubs agreed 
terms of the move, They did not give any details of the 
deal. 

Ajax general manager Arie van Eijden said the club 
contacted Koeman on Thursday and came to an agree- 
ment on Sunday, Ajax and Vitesse finalised terms on the 
same day, 

As a player Koeman started his professional career 
with Groningen in 1980 and moved to Ajax three years 
later, After Ajax he played for PSV Eindhoven and 
Barcelona, finishing his professional carreer with 
Feyenoord, 


Ronald Koeman: New boss of Ajax Amsterdam. 


In February, they will 
have a triangular tourna- 
ment in Hong Kong with 
Saudi Arabia and another 
team yet to be confirmed. 

“The United States are 
offering two matches, 
one on May 13 in New 
Jersey and the other on 
May 16 in Los Angeles. 

Nigeria are suggesting 
a game at a neutral venue 
(London). 

“Ttaly are also trying to 
arrange a game with 
Uruguay sometime in 
April or May. Cameroon 
and Turkey are also ask- 
ing for a match.” 

Uruguay meet France, 
Denmark and Senegal in 
group A at the finals 
which run from May 31 to 

June 30. 


mires 


Liverpool 
fans 
stabbed 


jour ~ Liverpool 

fans were stabbed 

in Rome last 
week, according to 
Italian media reports. 

News agency, ANSA, 
said the injuries were 
slight and that no other 
clashes had been report- 
ed after the Champions 
League match between 
Roma and Liverpool, 
which ended in a goalless 
draw. 

Three fans were 
stabbed in the leg before 
the game and were treat- 
ed on the spot, while 
another supporter was 
later attacked in the city 
centre and was taken to 
hospital, 

Around 1,000 iver- 


z ens 
FC Copenhagen’s Thomas Roll Larsen (left) is chased 
Borussia Dortmund, during the UEFA Cup 3rd round 2nd le 


by Evanilson of 
leg match, last week. 


pool fans made the trip to 
Italy for the Group B 
game, 


Rangers escape air mishap 


cottish side, Rangers survived a 
scare on their arrival in Paris 
last week, when the pilot of 
their chartered plane had to abort 
landing with just seconds to spare. 
Pilot Steve Westmacott had to take 
evasive action when he spotted an 
‘American airliner still on the runway as 


Fle warned Lippi afterwards that be 
‘would leave Juve if was back or 


for the weekend clash with — 
‘the ‘coach responded by | 


he appfoached. Westmacott said: “I 
could see the runway through the win- 
dow. There was another plane on it.” 
Rangers’ aircraft was forced to cir- 
cle around the French capital, where 
they played Paris St Germain last 
Thursday, for a further 20 minutes 
before making a successful landing. 


“T thought it was the best way 


“Tuventus. vice-president Roberto 


2 ‘orld Cup teams are snap- 
ping up luxury hotels, 
country homes and even 


military camps as a base in South 
Korea for next year’s tournament, 
officials said last week. 

Eight of the 15 teams based in 
South Korea for the first round groups 
next year have found camps, the 
Korean World Cup Organizing 
Committee officials said. 

Even some teams who will play in 
Japan, the co-hosts, are looking in 
Korea, officials said. 

Teams have stepped up the hunt 
after last weekend’s draw for the tour- 
nament which runs from May 31 to 
June 30 next year. 

“It is natural for them to compete 
for a better camp, but we stick to the 
principle of first come first served,” 
said KOWOC official Lee Sang-Ho. 

World Cup holders France have 
booked a luxury hotel in Seoul and 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 11, 2001 


2 the Dutchman whien the transfer Wi : 
g fo. dow reopens at the end of the year, 
show Davids how much | rated him” 


Meanwhile, Rangers fans faced tray- 
el chaos before and after the UEFA Cup 
second leg tie. Four French air traffic 
controllers’ unions called a 36-hoUty 
strike from Wednesday -Friday, 

About 10,000 Rangers fans were 
expected to make the trip to France 
with the tie delicately poised at 0-0, 


“Tam not happy about WI 
said, but 1 can understand bi 


will use the LG stadium at Kuri on the 
eastern outskirts of the capital city. 
Brazil have selected Sogwipo in the 


Brazilian football legend Pele 
gestures during a press 


conference in Singapore, last 
week, 


‘The ciyil aviation authorities predict 
that the Paris region and southeast of 
the country will be worst affected. 

‘The strike coincided with a two-day 
meeting of EU transport ministers in 
Brussels and is over the planned liber- 
alisation of Europe’s air transport sec- 
tor. 


heart of South Korean island and 
tourist area Jeju for their base for their 
Group C matches. 

Senegal, who will play the opening 
match against France in Seoul on May 
31, wanted to be near the capital, but 
were too late. The two: remaining 
training camps in the Seoul region 
have already been taken, 

Portugal will set up a training camp 
in the Korean Military Academy and 
the United States in Misari, both on 
the outskirts of Seoul. 

Despite the fierce competition to 
get the best sites, KOWOC said there 
Would be no problem getting camps 
forall teams. _ 

KOWOC said Denmark will be 
based in the southern port of Namhae, 
Spain in the southeastern port of 
Ulsan, South Africa in the eastern port 
of Kangung and South Korea in the 
southern éity of Kyongju. 
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Inter Milan’s Ronaldo of Brazil during the match against Bresci 
during which Ronaldo scored his first goal in two years. 


~ Ronaldo takes Inter to the top 


CHIEVO 2 
LECCE 1 

hievo Verona maintained 

their 100 percent, unbeaten 

home record with their sixth 
home win of the season. Chievo 
took the lead after 22 minutes 
through Massimo Marazzina but 
Lecce drew level seven minutes 
after a break through from 
Slovenia’s Sebastjan Cimerotic. 

Eugenio Corini scored from a 

penalty in the 77th minute to ensure 
the win. Chievo remain second in the 
league on 26 points, two behind lead- 
ers Inter Milan. The two teams face 
each other in next Saturday’s evening 
match, 


LAZIO 3 
FIORENTINA 0 
azio won their fifth consecu- 
tive match as Karel 
Poborsky, Hérnan Crespo 
and Claudio Lopez found the tar- 
get in their 3-0 win over struggling 
Fiorentina. . 

‘The victory moves Lazio on to 23 
points, while Fiorentina, losers for 
the eighth time this season, remain 
second from bottom on 10 points. 


AC MILAN 1 

JUVENTUS 1 
ne of the best matches of 
Jthe season saw AC Milan 
battle Juventus to a draw at 


a sold-out San Siro Stadium. 
‘A gem by Andriy Shevchenko 


gave AC Milan the lead after 24 min- 
utes as he dribbled past three Juve 
defenders and then from a a difficult 
angle, lofted a shot over surprised 
goalkeeper Luigi Buffon. A dubious. 
penalty converted by Alessandro Del 
Piero two minutes after the break pro- 
vided the equaliser for Juventus. 


PARMA 1 
AS ROMA 2 
S Roma are level with 
Chievo on 26 points thanks 
to Diego Fuser’s winner in 
the 77th minute that sent Parma to 
their fourth consecutive league 
defeat. 

Marco Di Vaio put Parma ahead in 
the 31st minute but Brazilian 
Assuncao equalised with a trademark 
free-kick before Fuser, who grabbed 
a late winner against Venezia last 
week, struck again for the reigning 
champions. 


PERUGIA 2 
VENEZIA 0 
ahman Rezaei became the 


first Iranian to score in_ 


erie A as he helped 
Perugia to their third victory of the 
season. 

‘The home side took the lead 
through Greek striker Zisis Vryzas on 
the stroke of halftime before Rezaei 
slammed home a close range volley 
10 minutes from the end. Perugia 
climb up to 14th in the table on 13 
points, while winless Venezia remain 
bottom with just four points from 13 
games. 


PIACENZA 2 
BOLOGNA t) 
eteran striker Dario 
Hubner scored twice, bring- 
ing his league leading total 
to 12, as Piacenza won their second 
consecutive match. 
Hubner’s volley six minutes after 
the break and a superb freekick in the 


63rd minute gave Piacenza their 
fourth win of the season. It moved 
them up to 12th in the table on 15 
points, while Bologna are seventh on 


found the target. 

Verona took the lead from a 
Massimo Oddo header in the 69th 
minute before Roy "si 


~ 


| stormed back with two goals in the 


20 points. - 
last seven minutes, The victory 

TORINO 4 moves Udinese up to, ninth in. thee 
ATALANTA 2 __ table on 18 points, one point behind ~q 
FB Norino’s run of three straight w Verona. 

home wins came to an end as x 

they were beaten by a reju- BRESCIA 1 
venated Atalanta, INTER MILAN 3 


‘The in-form Cristiano Doni was 
again on target for the Bergamo side. 
Fabio Galante gave Torino the lead 
after 13 minutes but Doni equalised 
on the stroke of halftime. Youngster 
Corrado Colombo then gave Atalanta 
their third consecutive away win with 
a close-range strike in the 70th 
minute. = 


UDINESE 2 
VERONA 1 


dinese came from behind 
for their second consecutive 
home win as Roberto Muzzi 
and youngster Giampiero Pinzi 


she 


razilian striker Ronaldo 

scored his first goal in over 

two years and Christian 
Vieri added two of his own as Inter 
Milan won 3-1 at Brescia. Ronaldo, 
making just his second start of the 
season, opened the scoring in the 
19th minute after a beautifully 
crafted one-two with Vieri. 

A minute later Albanian Igli Tare 
equalised for Brescia but Vieri put 
Inter back in front in the 63rd minute, 
heading home a Buruk Okan cross. _ 
Vieri wrapped up the win in the 70th> 
minute with a powerful header after a 
fine cross from Alvaro Recoba 


Parma’s Matias Almeyda, (right) and teammate Matteo Ferrari, 
(left) tackle Roma’s Gabriel Batistuta. 


: 


ARSENAL 3 
ASTON VILLA Fg 
) Feces Arsenal pro- 
duced a wonderful come- 
back to deny Villa in a 
Highbury thriller, 

Route one paid off for as Dion 
Dublin flicked on a goal kick and 
former Arsenal player Paul 
Merson delicately lobbed Villa in 
front after 21 minutes. 

Thirteen minutes later Steve 
Stone made it 2-0 after more hesi- 
tancy in the Arsenal defence. 
Substitute Sylvain Wiltord lashed 
in Arsenal’s first a minute after the 
break with his first touch, before 
Thierry Henry’s calm finish made 
it 2-2. Frenchman Henry rolled in 
the coup de grace after sloppy 
Villa defending deep in stoppage 
time, 


BLACKBURN ROVERS 1 
LEEDS UNITED 2 


ark Viduka could have 
had a first-half hat- 
trick but it was his 


Australia team mate Harry 
Kewell who put Leeds in front 
after 55 minutes. 

Kewell converted a Gary Kelly 
cross for Leeds's second seven 
minutes later but Blackburn, who 
had carlier hit the woodwork 
through Tugay _Kerimoglu, 
switched tactics and pulled a late 
goal back through Henning Berg. 


SUNDERLAND t) 
_ CHELSEA 0 
Phillips might haye had a 
hat-trick in the second-half 


=> Sie striker Kevin 


of an ill-tempered encounter, 


First he saw his penalty saved 
~ by Carlo Cudicini after Kevin 


Kilbane “Went down iit the” area, 


Chelsea’s Italian goalkeeper then 
Kept out a point-blank Phillips 
header with his legs and Phillips 
sent a third header just wide sec- 
onds later, 


Pattick Vieira of Arsenal 
wins a header from Steve 
Stone of Aston Villa. 


Luis Boa Morte (left) of Fulham tackles Mark Pembridge of Everton, at Craven Cottage. 


Arsenal smoking hot 


Chelsea had a goal disallowed 
for pushing but otherwise seldom 
threatened, 


IPSWICH TOWN 0 
NEWCASTLE 1 
ruyian Nolberto Solano 
converted a 20th-minute 
rebound to give Newcastle 
three important points at 
Portman Road. 

There was further cheer for 
Bobby Robson’s team as Kieron 
Dyer, out for nine months with 
shin trouble, made a late appear- 
ance as a substitute. 

Ipswich, knocked out of the 
UEFA Cup on Thursday, have 
been cut somewhat adrift at the 
bottom having won only once in 
the league all season. 


CHARLTON ATHLETIC 3 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 1 

dreadful error by Dean 

Richards allowed 

Graham Stuart to put 
Charlton in front after only four 
minutes and Kevin Lisbie, who 
scored the winner at Chelsea in 
midweek, made it 2-0 15 minutes 
later. 

Spurs fought back after the 
break but Lisbie added his second 
against the run of play before 
Gustavo Poyet yolleyed one back 
for Spurs. 


DERBY COUNTY 1 
BOLTON WANDERERS 0 
ngland Under-21 striker 
Biss Christie ended 
his barren run with the 
only goal of the game at Pride 
Park after 66 minutes, conyert- 
ing Benito Carbone’s cross. 
The victory was doubly sweet 
for their manager Colin Todd, the 
former Bolton boss, and Derby are 


now four points clear of table- 
proppers Ipswich Town. 


FULHAM 2 
EVERTON t) 
yerton conceded their 
first goal in four games 
when Barry Hayles head- 
ed Fulham in front after 36 poor 
minutes at Craven Cottage. 

The same player tapped in the 
home side’s second just after the 
break but the win was overshad- 
owed by a mass brawl in the sec- 
ond-half which finished with 
David Weir of Everton and Luis 
Boa Morte being sent off. 


LEICESTER CITY 0 
SOUTHAMPTON 4 
hades of Leicester’s 5-0 
home defeat by Bolton on 
the opening day of the sea- 
son as Swede Anders Svensson 
scored twice in a deserved victo- 
ry for Southampton. 

The lively James Beattie and 
Latvian Marian Pahars,. perhaps 
spurred on by the presence of new 
striker Brett Ormerod on the 
bench, scored the visitors’ other 
goals as Southampton jumped out 


LIVERPOOL 2 
MIDDLESBROUGH 0 
ichael Owen struck a 
majestic 25-metre drive 
With the outside of his 
boot to give Liverpool the lead 
after 27 minutes — his 15th goal 
of the season. 

By then Middlesbrough had lost 
goalkeeper Mark Crossley through 
injury and Patrik Berger whistled 
an equally fierce effort past his 
teplacement Marlon Beresford to 
make it 2-0 on the stroke of half- 
time. 

Alen Boksic threatened for 


“Boro but otherwise the visitors 
had little to offer in reply. 
Liverpool are unbeaten in 10 
league games. 


MANCHESTER UTD 0 

WEST HAM UTD 1 
ngland goalkeeper David 
James saved well from 
Paul Scholes (twice) and 

Nicky Butt in the first half. 

But West Ham had plenty of 
possession as United manager 
Alex Ferguson chose to leave 
David Beckham on the bench and 
Juan Veron and Ruud van 
Nistelrooy out of the squad alto- 
gether. 

The signs were not good and 
West Ham delivered the killer 
blow after 64 minutes when Paolo 
‘Di Canio crossed to the far post for 
19-year-old Jermain Defoe to head 
in the winner. 

Tt was West Ham’s first triumph. 
over United in the premier league 
since its inception in 1992. 


THIS 
WEEK 


(Saturday, December 15) 
Aston Villa vs Ipswich 
West Ham vs Arsenal 


Bolton vs Charlton 
Chelsea vs Liverpool 
Everton vs Derby 
Leeds vs Leicester 
M’brough vs Man Utd 
Newcastle vs Blackburn 
Southampton vs 
Sunderland 
Tottenham vs Fulham 
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 ALAVES REGAIN COMMAND 


laves continued 
their remarkable 
fairytale rise to the 


top of Spanish football 
Sunday when a double 


Marchena of Valencia (right) in action during the 


Spanish Primera Liga 


lobbed the Zaragoza “keeper 
Juanmi to keep last season’s 
UEFA Cup finalists flying 
high. 

Tn Sunday’s late match, 


match against Deportivo La Coruna 


from Ruben Navarro saw 
them beat Real Zaragoza 
2.0 to retain their lead at 
the top of the league. 

The Basque _ outfit 
regained the lead off cham- 
pions Real Madrid, who had 
gone top Saturday after 
beating Tenerife 2-0, while 
Deportivo La Coruna also 
moved back above Real and 
‘a point behind Alaves when 
they edged Valencia 1-0 
thanks to a penalty from 
Diego Tristan. 

Navarto’s second was the 
best of the two as the 23- 
year-old, who joined from 
Numancia in the summer as 
a replacement for former 
favourite Javi Moreno, 


Barcelona threw away a 2-0 
Jead and were held to a 2-2 
draw by Celta Vigo at the 
Nou Camp. 

Gabri gave Barca the per- 
fect start by scoring after 
just two minutes while 
Javier Saviola added the 
second by heading in a cor- 
ner although Celta claimed 
that the Argentinian striker 
had used his hand to push 
the ball across the line. 

Celta hit back in the 72nd 
minute when Edu scored 
although it seemed that 
Sergi got the final touch 
knocking the ball past his 
own goalkeeper. 

There was no doubt, 
however, about Edu’s claim 


Malaga’s Marcelo Romeo (left), and Mallorca’s 
Veljko Paunovic (right) head for the ball. 
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to the equaliser seven min- 
utes later when he headed in 
a cross from Russian inter- 
national Valeri Karpin. 

The match finished in 
dramatic fashion with 
Barcelona's Swedish 
defender Patrick Andersson 
being stretchered off the 
pitch after a clash with 
Catanha before Karpin was 
sent off for the visitors for 
his second bookable offence 
in stoppage time. 

Real Betis’ hopes of col- 
lecting three easy points at 
struggling Real Sociedad 
ended in disappointment 
with a 0-0 draw though the 
visitors were lucky to 
escape with even a point. 

Sociedad remain four 
points above bottom side 
Rayo Vallecano, who drew 
0-0 at home to Las Palmas, 

Rayo’s players, bizarrely 
banned from using chewing 
gum last week as the club 
launched a cost-cutting 
drive, failed to come 
unstuck against Las Palmas. 

However Rayo were 
unable to capitalise on their 
opponents being reduced to 
10 men for the second-half 
when Angel received his 
marching orders. 

‘The visitors might even 
have taken all three points 
but Sequeiros sent his 
penalty crashing against the 
bar. 

Real Madrid put their 
poor league form earlier in 
the season firmly behind 
them as they beat Tenerife 
2.0 Saturday to record their 
sixth succcessive win in all 
competitions. 

Real, who beat Tenerife 
for the first time in three vis- 
its, sealed the win with a 
first-half goal from Ivan 
Helguera and an injury-time 


Barcelona: 
Valencia 


penalty by Luis Figo. 
Saturday’s other match 
saw Basque outfit Athletic 
Bilbao miss out on the 
chance of going top as they 
came from behind three 
times to pull off a 3-3 draw 
at Sevilla - leading striker 
Ismail Urzaiz grabbed his 
ninth of the season to stay 
top of the goalscorers table. 
Real Madrid had to battle 
hard for their three points 
and were indebted to a terri- 
ble misjudgement by 
Tenerife’s goalkeeper 
Sergio Aragonseses who let 
Helguera’s 14th minute shot 
in at his near post to hand 
the midfielder his second 
goal of the week. 
A pretty dour affair had 
Real Madrid on the back 
foot for most of the second- 
half but they escaped 
unscathed and Portuguese 
playmaker Figo added the 
second to give the scoreline 
a rather flattering look for 
the winners. 


WORLD LEAGUES 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


Groningen 0 Sparta Rotterdam 0, Feyenoord 
5 NEC Nijmegen 0, PSV Eindhoven 1 Twente 
Enschede 0, Willem II Tilburg 2 Heerenveen 
2, NAC Breda 0 RKC Waalwijk 1, AZ 
Alkmaar 1 Roda JC Kerkrade 2, Fortuna 
Sittard 1 Den Bosch 3 Vitesse Arnhem 2 


Graafschap 1. 


Feyenoord 

Ajax Amsterdam 
PSV Eindhoyen 
Heerenveen 
Vitesse Amhem 
NAC Breda 
Utrecht 

RKC Waalwijk 
Willem II Tilburg 
AZ Alkmaar 

Den Bosch 

NEC Nijmegen 
Roda JC Kerkrade 
Groningen 

Sparta Rotterdam 
Graafschap 
‘Twente Enschede 
Fortuna Sittard 


Aleksander llic of Anderlecht in 
action over the weekend against 


WAN DWYERINSHLVEUNENED 


Westerlo. 


PORTUGUESE FIRST DIVISION 


Boavista 0 Maritimo 1,Uniao Leiria 7 
Salgueiros 0, Gil Vicente 3 Alyerca 2,Santa 
Clara 1 Vitoria Setubal 0, Sporting 4 Varzim 
0, Braga 3 Beira Mar 2, Vitoria Guimaraes 


2 Porto 0, Farense 2 Belenenses 


Ferreira 2 Benfica 1. 


Sporting 
Porto 

Benfica 
Boavista 
Vitoria Guimaraes 
Uniao Leiria 
Maritimo 
Belenenses 
Braga 

Gil Vicente 
Beira Mar 
Pacos Ferreira 
Vitoria Setubal 
Santa Clara 
Farense 
Salgueiros 
Alverca 
Varzim 


PW 
49 
149 
147 
148 
146 
145 
147 
146 
145 


145 3 
144 5 


144 
144 
44 
44 
144 
143 
142 


DL 
3 


4 
1 
4 
4 
3 
7 
5 
5 
6 
=) 
j 
6 
6 
if 
8 
8 
9 


L 

3 

) 

5 32 23 30 
3 29 12 29 
3 18 11 29 
5 30 25 28 
5: 3221-27 
7 25 19 26 
5 26 28 20 
9 19 23 20 
5 24 22 19) 
8 13 3019 
9 1725 18 
9 18 29 18 
7 1733 18 
10 21 32 17 
6 17 22 16 
ll 14 37 9 


PSV player Andre Ooijer (left) 
der Weerden of FC Twente. 
/ 


fights for the ball with Chris van 


Molenbeek 2 Club Bruges 3, Westerlo 1 


Anderlecht 2, 


Standard Liege 


y) 


Eendracht Aalst 0, Mouscron 2 Genk 4, 


Charleroi 0 Ghent 3, Lokeren 2 Lay. - 


Louviere 2, Sint-Truiden * 0 Lie 
Beerschot 3 Lommel 0, Beveren 2 
Antwerp 3. 


‘wClub Bruges 
Genk 
Ghent 
Standard Liege 
Anderlecht 
Lokeren 
Beerschot 
Mouscron 
St Truiden 
Lommel 
Charleroi 
Lierse 
Molenbeek 
Westerlo 
Royal Antwerp 
Eendracht Aalst 
La Louviere 


Sece | 


Oo PRRUEUEUNDQIBDDOS 


Beveren 


Pacos 


F A Pts 
33 10 29 
27:12 28 
23 14 27 
24 12 26 
15 14 22 
25 13 21 
18 16 21 
19 20 21 
18 12 19 
1723 18 
26 25 17 
1724.17 
17 16 16 
11.18 16 
11:21:15 
1232 14 
18 29 12 
1030 9 


into top spot. 


2, 


Mario Jardel added two more goals 
to his tally to blast Sporting Lisbon 


Rangers’ goalie Stefan .Klos jubilates 
after his side scored against. 


UNSTOPPABLE CELTIC 


eltic put their UEFA Cup exit to 

Valencia behind them with a 4-0 demoli- 

tion of Dunfermline at East End Park on 
Sunday to stay 12 points clear at the top of the 
Scottish Premier League. 

John Hartson inspired the victory with a glori- 
ous double for the second successive week with 
Bobo Balde and Alan Thompson grabbing the 
other goals. 

Celtic’s Old Firm rivals Rangers followed their 
dramatic UEFA Cup penalty shoot-out triumph 
*}/rover.Paris.St.Germain on Thursday, by beating 
Hearts 3-1 at Ibrox. 

Ronald de Boer set them on their way with the 
opener after just seven minutes with Russell 
Latapy and Shota Arveladze adding further goals, 

Hearts’ sole reply came from a free-kick by 
Kevin McKenna. 

After the match, Rangers manager Dick 
Advocaat confirmed that his three-year tenure as 
Ibrox supremo is approaching an end but the 
Dutchman refused to say when he would step 
aside. 

“There will be a new manager but we don’t 
Know when,” he said. 

Tt is expected that Advocaat will move upstairs 
into a director of football role to allow a new coach 
to take control of team affairs. 

Adyocaat has already said he intends to remain 
as manager until the end of the season and is 
unlikely to change that stance now Rangers are in 
Europe after Christmas for the first time in eight 
years, 

But the search for the new man is understood to 
be already well underway and Hibernian manager 
Alex McLeish is the man at the centre of intense 
media speculation. 


PSG'S COMEBACK CONTIN- 


superb double strike by Sochaux’ Pierre Alain 

Fram landed a heavy blow to Lille’s title hopes 

Sunday as they beat them 2-41 though Lille’s 
Bosnian manager Vahid Halilhodzic had to be restrained 
at the final whistle having seen two goals disallowed. 

Frau, though, was the man on fire as he took his total to 
nine for the season and give Sochaux a welcome win after 
three successive defeats in all competitions and hand Lille a 
mighty blow leaving them five points adrift of Lens. 

Halilhodzic was sent into apoplexy after leading striker 
‘Dagui Bakari had an effort ruled out for offside and then an 
injury-time equaliser by former Danish international striker 
Mikkel Beck also cancelled as the referee believed he had 
brought the ball down with his hand, 

However Lyon stole the points when Bonnissel slid 
Philippe Violeau’s freekick past goalkeeper Ulrich Rame 
while trying to steer it wide of the post. PSG got their act 
together in the second-half and relied on Nigerian duo 
Bartholomew Ogbeche and veteran playmaker Jay Jay 
‘Okocha for the goals. 


Metz defender Geoffray Toyes (left) vies 
with PSG defender Francis Llacer. 


The 17-year-old Ogbeche scored his second of the season 
when Metz ‘keeper Jacques Songo’o charged from his goal 
and then allowed the youngster to slide it past him from a 
tight angle 

Okocha sealed the win with a superb goal seeing the 
three-time World Cup finals veteran Songo’o off hs line, he 
chipped him sublimely. 

Guingamp, who started the day five places off the bottom 
and just two points off the relegation zone, stunned Joel 
Mulier’s leaders with the decisive goal coming in the 50th 
minute from Cedric Bardon. The substitute had only been on 
the pitch for five minutes when he made his decisive contri- 
tution fammering home a 30 metre drive that gave goal- 
Keeper Guillaume Warmuz no effaice 

‘Auxerre stunned 2000 champions Monaco and the win 
‘was the perfect tonic for coach Guy Roux who underwent a 
double heart bypass operation two weeks ago ago. 

exes struck in the 56th minute before Cisse wrapped up 
the three points 11 minutes later with his L1th goal of the 
campaign to leave Monaco and rookie manager Didier 
Deschamps staring down the barrel of a serious relegation 
battle - they are just two points above second from bottom 
Lorient. 

Defending champions Nantes remain firmly rooted to the 
foot ofthe table after throwing away a 1-0 lead to lose 2-1 t0 


BAYERN STILL MISFIRING 
erman champions Bayern Munich 
dropped to six points behind leaders 
Bayer Leverkusen on Saturday as they 

twice let a lead slip to draw 3-3 with lowly VEL 
Wolfsburg. 

Leverkusen had no such problems beating 
Nuremberg 4-2 and lead Borussia Dortmund, who 
edged SV Hamburg 1-0 thansk to Lars Ricken’s 
50th minute goal, by two points. Kaiserslautern 
pushed Bayern into fourth when they beat Energie 
Cottbus 2-0 away. 

Bayem, who are also European and world club 
champions, looked to be cruising as their South 
American strikeforce of Peruvian Claudio Pizarro 
‘and Giovane Elber put them 2-0 up after 17 minutes. 

However adoughty Wolfsburg outfit had levelled 
the match by the 52nd minute as Croat striker 
Tomislav Maric netted in the 45th minute and mid- 
fielder Dietmar Kuhbauer added the second. 

However four minutes later Pizarro notched his 
second of the match to put Bayern back in the dri- 
ving seat but Maric, who used to play for Wolfsburg 
boss Wolfgang Wolf's old team the Stuttgart 
Kickers, also added a second to his tally in the 71st 
minute to round off a thriller. 

Nuremberg belied their second from bottom sta- 
tus to come from a goal down to lead 2-1 thanks to 
a double from Brazilian striker Jeronimo Baretto but 
it only acted as a wake-up call for Leverkusen. 

Leverkusen, who have never won the title, sav- 
aged the Nuremberg defence rattling in two goals in 
the space of three minutes as midfielder Zoltan 
Sebescen and Michael Ballack restored their lead 
and Oliver Neuville ensured the three points six 
minutes from time. 


Hertha Berlin’s Marcelinho (right) 
attempts to stop Schalke's Nils Ode 
Kamphuis. 


AUSTRALIAN. AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 11, 2001 
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Panionios 2 AEK Athens 6, Panathinaikos 1 
PAOK Salonika 2, Iraklis } Akratitos 1, 
Ethnikos Asteras 1 Ionikos 0, Xanthi 4 
Aegaleo 2, OFI Crete 1 Olympiakos 1 Aris 
Salonika 1 Panachaiki 1. 


1 
AEK Athens 
Olympiakos 
Aris Salonika 
Xanthi 
PAOK Salonika 
OFT Crete 
Panathinaikos 
Traklis 
Ethnikos Asteras 
Panionios 
Akratitos 
lonikos 
Panachaiki 
Aegaleo 


TURKISH FIRST DIVISION 


Ankaragucu 2 Galatasaray 1, Rizespor 1 
Samsunspor 0, Diyarbakirspor 3 Antalyaspor 
1, Yozgatspor 4 Kocaelispor 0, Istanbulspor 1 
Denizlispor 1, Bursaspor 1 Malatyaspor 0, 
Gortepe 1 Gaziantepspor 3, Trabzonspet 2 
Fenerbahce 1, Besiktas 1 Genclerbirligi 0, 
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Ww 
Galatasaray il 
Fenerbahce 10 
Besiktas 
Istanbulspor 
Bursaspor 
Gaziantepspor 
Ankaragucu 
Kocaelispor 
‘Trabzonspor 
Goztepe 
Denizlispor 
Rizespor 
Antalyaspor 
Yozgatspor 
Diyarbakirspor 
Samsunspor 
Malatyaspor 12 
Genclerbirligi 5 Bene 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


Partizan Belgrade 3 Sutjeska Niksic 1, 
Radnicki Kragujevac 3 Mladost Apatin 0, 
Mladost Lucani 3 Obilic Belgrade 1, Hajduk 
Kula 3 Zyezdara Belgrade 1, Zeta Golubovei 2 
Sartid Smedereyo 2, Cukarickj Belgrade 2 Red 
Star Belgrade 0, Zemun Belgrade 0 OFK 
Beograd Belgrade 0, Rudar Pljevija 0 
Vojvodina Novi Sad 0, Zeleznik Belgrade 3 
Rad Belgrade 0, 


A Pts 
8 19 
32 16 
36 22 
4B 
2 
21 

635 
21 
24 
1B 
26 
18 
2 
19 
23 3 
2 
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ie 
Partizan Belgrade 17 
Red Star Belgrade 17 
Obilic Belgrade 17 
Sartid Smederevo 17 
Vojvodina Novi 17 
Hajduk Kula 17 
Mladost Lucani 17 
Rad Belgrade 7 
Zeleznik Belgrade 17 
Zvezdara Belgrade 17 
Beograd Belgrade 17 
Zemun Belgrade 17 
Sutjeska Niksic 17 
Zeta Golubovei 17 
Cukaricki Belgrade 17 
Rudar Pljevija 17 
Rad Kragujevac © 17 
Mladost Apatin 15 


VRRRUANUUARDARAQADCOES 
BUADRHUUARREUBULAUS 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium, Crowd: 3,271. Referee: P. Muir. 
Cautions: G. Last (MS) 31, C. Veart (ACF) 60. 


Teams: ADELAIDE CITY FORCE; Cagalj, Kemp, Fi 
Kovacevic, Pantelis (Brain 46), Veart, Sabljak, Vidmar, Moreira, 
Tunbridge, Lewandoski. 

MARCONI STALLIONS: Turnbull, Beauchamp, Costanzo, Longo, 
Renaud, Last (Radulovic 80), Gulesserian, Maisano (Brosque 88), 


Tome (C. Care 69), Bozinovski, Webb. 


jn Garcia (Edwards 62), Junior, Mori, Faria, Pryce. 


ee 


Venue: Marathon Stadium. Crowd: 12,003, Referee: M. Shield 
Cautions: M Wilson (NU) 51 


Teams: NEWCASTLE UNITED: Beltrame, Roberts, Bingley, 
Wilson, Baillie, Blagojevic, Surjan (Tsekenis 70), Schirripa, Masi, 
Middleby (Martin 67). 

PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Horsley, Harnwell, Deans, Miller, 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 
SYDNEY UNITED 2 


(A Milicic 16, C Menapi 92+) 


Venue: North Sydney Oval Crowd: 4,605. Referee: Brett Hugo 
Cautions; P Cardozo (NS) 21, S Thomas (NS) 50, R Enes (NS) 60, 
B Santalab (SU) 88 


Teams: NORTHERN SPIRIT: Acevski, Watts, Bell, Spencer, 
Trajkovski (McDermott 46), Thomas, Foster, Cardozo, Cartwright, 
Enes (Mendez 93), Griffiths (Burgess 81), 

SYDNEY UNITED: Knezevic, M Santalab, Savoca, Arrarte, Cunico 
(Menapi 67), Marusic (B Santalab 84), Milicic, Kopic (Deur 64), 
Bilokapic, Stergiopoulos, Zelic. 


OLYMPIC SHARKS <0 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 
Venue: Toyota Park. Crowd: 4,280, Referee: S. Micallef 


Teams: OLYMPIC SHARKS: Bolton, Kohler, Wilson, Podeljak, 
Halpin, North, Owens (Macalister 81), Packer, Durante (Harris 68), 
Spiteri, Juric, 

SOUTH MELBOURNE: Petkovic, losifidis, De Amicis, Durakovic, 
Liparoti, Panapoulos, Buljan (Tolios 90), Bacak (Petrovic 87), 
Sekulovic, Murdocca (Manceski 92), Kisnorbo. 


(J Carbone 66) s E 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 1 
foung 


Venue: Ballymore Stadium. Crowd: 3,093. Referee: M.Breeze 
Cautions: A Castro (WW) 81' 


Teams: BRISBANE STRIKERS: Kearton, Alagich, McKain, 
Stefanutto, McLaren, Grierson, Rech (Baird 31), Foster (Drake 
(Heath 80), Trajanovski, Carbone, McQuilter. 

WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Anastasiadis, Ceccoli, Stanton, 
Cervinski, Castro (Sekulovski 85), Babic (Perinich 69), Young, 
Anthopoulos, Huxley, Blake, Mennillo. 


PARRAMATTA POWER 2 


(J Buonavoglia 29, Z Arambasic 35) 
2 


(P Urlovic 57, C Banks 90) 


Venue: Parramatta Stadium Crowd: 2,342 Referee: C. Zetter 
Cautions: P Urlovic (KFC) 92’ 


Teams: PARRAMATTA POWER: Pogliacomi, Barrett, Orlic, 
Tobin, O'Sullivan, Arambasic (Roodenburg 48), Lapsansky (Elrich 
78), Fitzsimmons, Buonovoglia, Eagleton, Bennett. 

KINGZ FC: Theoklitos, Perry, Atkinson (Davis 73), Osman, 
Goutzioulis, Urlovic, Vlahos, Markovski (Banks 58), Burton, 
Miyazawa (Ngata 78), Jackson. 


Ss p = 5S 

PERTH GLORY 8 1 0: . 12523 esa. =O 28) 2 5 4 1 O 1544 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 4025 5.7. 0 a pes 2 Ore 622 phy een len Ora a) 
BRISBANE STRIKERS Garo St Ae preeegee= ote s6<5 (ees ee ee 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 10-4... 3.522. — 14 Beet A So B58 Sic 23. 2-0: 
OLYMPIC SHARKS ae. Se Bee ee pone eth. 6 2 Seesie 0.2 ee? 
MARCONI STALLIONS __ 9-3 --g=19-- 442 es ee ee el Gee 
PARRAMATTA POWER AOS 33.39. 4 Secese 1-2. 9) 38 4- OES a2 6 
SYDNEY UNITED 9 3 4 eee ees TNS bere Fe aa 5 8 0 2 4 3 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS Se le. 1 Ais steel os. 4S 4 - I= 0-35 2.5 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 9 2 een rt Sas Poee ol 4e -5 ee. 2-20 Neal Oxat 
ADELAIDE CITY 9 1 (a (yeah Cet: ess i ery Ate) Oy: Semele) oe eS 
KINGZ FC 9 1 x Vpn He WF: a a eee ee i) 6 0 2.4. 1015 

9 1 Seb Ieee Ae OV 23:22) 2D. 50: 1 aed 

ae TE 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 1 | | NEWCASTLE UNITED 1 
pe (J Schirripa 35) 

fice aie od 2 | | PERTH GLORY 1 


John Maisano: Marconi star 
last Friday when he stopped 
a goal, scored the first of the 
match and engineered the 
winner. 


————| 


ROUND 11 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 14 


Kingz FC vs Newcastle United 
South Melbourne vs Brisbane Strikers 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 15 
Marconi Stallions vs Olympic Sharks 
Perth Glory vs Adelaide City Force 
Wollongong Wolvesvs Melbourne Knights 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 16 
Sydney United vs ,Parramatta Power 
Northern Spirit v bye 


